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W elcom e!
W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day
Jan u ar y  14, 20 18

by Troy Spradlin
     

   We are so excited about our 2018 Spiritual Focus and Theme, "Lord, Increase our Faith!" Our prayer is 
that we will all grow spiritually stronger and closer to God. We pray that it will give us the courage to be 
that shining light the Lord desires us to be (Matthew 5:16) and to do our part in the Great Commission 
(Matthew 28:19-20). As we mentioned last week, Margaret Street has many challenges lying ahead and 
the only way we can meet them is through faith!  In order to help us grow in our faith, we will be 
focusing and teaching on various aspects and certain topics about faith throughout this entire year. Each 
month we will have a specific topic in which we will study (see the banner in the foyer or the available 
brochures). Details for each topic will be presented at the beginning of each month. Through this 
process, our prayer is the same as the disciples' request, "Lord, increase our faith in these specific areas."    

   Throughout this entire process, we will be 
constantly going to the Bible and allowing God's 
word to teach us what we need do to in order to 
increase our trust in Him in those different areas. 
But, let's not just wait for each lesson. Instead, let's 
develop some vital habits and spiritual exercises for 
ourselves. Let's begin by studying the Bible on our 
own. Remember, "Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God," (Romans 10:17). 
You have to first get into the word, before the 
word can get into you! Here are a few suggestions on how to study /  read the Bible:

1. Set a regular time to study /  read everyday. Try to keep to that time in order to develop a habit.
2. Pray before, during, and after studying the Bible. (This is not to receive miraculous knowledge).
3. Have the right attitude and humility in approaching the study of the Word of God.
4. Memorize Scripture regularly. Pick a short, easy verse at first and then work up to longer ones.
5. Consider everything the Scriptures teach about a subject. Let the Bible explain itself. The Bible is 

its own best commentary! 
6. If possible, use more than one translation, or version, of the Bible.
7. Study the context, and don?t take a passage out of its context. The context includes the verse itself, 

the verses before and after, the book, and the rest of the Bible that deals with the subject.
8. Ask lots of questions when you read a book, passage, or verse, such as, "Who is talking? To 

whom was he talking? When was he talking? Why is he writing this?"
9. Recognize figures of speech, The whole Bible was not written to be interpreted literally. Some 

parts are figurative or symbolic. (cf. Revelation 1:1,19-20).

Our  Spir it ual Focus  



- 2018 SNAC schedule has been posted on the youth 
board at the Information Station. Anyone wishing 
to host a SNAC, please sign up as soon as possible, 
as dates are limited. If you're interested in 
providing food, but are unable to to do it in your 
home, please sign up on Fellowship hall date, and 
you can host at the building. As always, thank you 
for volunteering and showing interest and love in 
the young people.

- Gloves for Homeless Service Project & Youth Fun 
Day @ Cannon's have been postponed to 
February. More details & Sign-ups coming soon.

- Area Wide is next Sunday @ Spanish Fort. 
- SNAC in Fellowship hall TONIGHT. Guys bring 

drinks, girls bring desserts.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

IMPORTANT DEADLINE: TODAY!

 All Hurdles and $40 registration is due TODAY!

Next Workshop is January 28th.

Look for updates on the L2L Bulletin Board & FB page. 

by Casey Bearden
    This past Monday night, I stood in my living room, as the majority of football fans probably were, and 
watched with an equal amount of anticipation and anxiety as the last play of the National Championship was 
about to take place. In the next few seconds, my emotional roller coaster ride would take me from a place of 
confidence and excitement to feeling like someone just punched me in the gut. A team I have long rooted for, on 
the brink of reaching program history and pulling off a season no one predicted, lost on one final play in 
overtime. As a fan, I felt for those men who fought so hard to achieve their goal, and for all the other UGA fans, 
like myself, who had emotionally invested in that team... in that moment. It hurt. For those who invest 
themselves fully in something, whether it be a game, a relationship, a job, a personal goal - when it doesn't turn 
out the way you had hoped, it hurts. Loss always does.
    That same night, as I sat there discussing the game with my wife, it hit me - why don't we do the same thing 
when we lose a soul? So many, even on Wednesday as I write this article, are still talking about a game that has 
already been played, is already over, and discussing what could have been done differently. They rehash the 
entire game, trying to discern where it actually went off the rails. Why does a loss like that stir up so much 
conversation, yet a soul can walk out of our midst without a word ever said or conversation had until someone 
notices 3-4 weeks later they haven't seen them. Even then, it rarely becomes more than a thought and a shrugged 
shoulder with "Hmmm... I don't know." Are we truly more invested in a team of people we do not personally 
know than those who have actually worshiped with us, sat next to us, and sent us a Christmas or birthday card? 
Does it actually hurt more to lose a game we didn't actually play in than to lose a soul we directly influenced? Do 
we sit around days after discussing what happened, why, and how could it have been avoided? Do we get sick to 
our stomach, lay awake in bed, or even take to social media expressing our feelings, searching for some sort of 
hope or silver lining? Which loss should really hurt the most? May we make an effort to be more focused on 
what truly matters in this world. We'll never have an impact on those games, but we may, very well, have a 
direct influence on the eternal destination of a soul in our midst. I love you and God loves you. Blessings!

When Losing Should Really Hur t

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

STAIR STACKERS
SNAC on January 21st @ 5 pm

20-Somethings
Devo on January 18th @ 6:30 pm in the home of 

Blake & Blisse Hatcher.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders



N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special  
- Glenn Smith - death of Kay Smith
- Jessica McCrory - death of her boyfriend
- Odell & Ruth Phillips - severe case of flu
- Bird family - death  of John Bird
- Elsa Nunes - Panama Mission Trip for 28 days
- Eurabay Bozeman bedridden - mother of Darrell 

Cancer  
- Ensley Webster- Jenny West's niece
- Melody Samborn- Burnham's daughter
- Megan Sanders- Friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Mary Smith- friend of Mary McGriff 
- Paul Meacham- member at Panama St coC
- Brooks Singley
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo-friend of Kenya Longmire
- Sandi Coppedge- friend of Jeanna English
- Kenny Bagget- nephew of Ted and Dot Russell

Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- Cody Davis ? Ft Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND. 
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- John Bartell - Leaving  Jan. 15th, Great Lakes

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living 
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince* 
- Pruitt Home- Gertrude Dickerson
- Victorian Manor - Ed Howell*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 

Other Health Issues 
- Eddie Longmire
- Dusty Rhodes - Friend of Winston/Lola; in hospice
- Rickey and Robin Bingham
- Bingham Family
- Troy Vonada
- David Kreus - back injury
- Geneva Blanchard
- Mary McGriff
- Linda Mann
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Brenda King - Member at Susan St., heart problems
- Jack Locklin Sr. 
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Jim Blazier 
- Phyllis Blazier
- Jack Hendricks-back injury
- Julie Harrington- eye difficulties
- John Broadfoot 
- Janie and Deana Wilson
- Dixie Gorham
- Anita Caraway - mother of Susan Cotton
- Ted Russell
- Richard Fisher - recovering from a fall
- Jan Whitney

Expectant Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher- due March 14th
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th 
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 2018

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

PICTURES STILL NEEDED
We still need several pictures of our members in 

order to complete the membership directory!
Please go to the library after services

19th Annual ECS Chili Cook-Off
Date : January 26  -  Time : 5-7 P.M.

Cost: Tickets in Advance, $6 for Adult and $4 for child. 
For tickets please see Joe or Andrea.



MORNING
Opening Prayer ................... Jim Pitts
Song Director ............... Mike Brown
  
Serving Communion:
Rick Bird  .............................. Doug Lee     
Blake Hatcher  ...................... John Pace 
Casey Bearden  ............. Walter Hough 
......................................... Preston West
Comments ..........................  Rick Bird   
Scripture Reading ........... John 6:25-40
.......................................... Allen Brazell
Closing Prayer ...................... Jeff Scott 

EVENING
Opening Prayer ................. Jack Davis 
Song Leading................ Troy Spradlin 
Comments ......................... Jack Webb

Secure Building .............. Bob Locklin
Communion Prep. .......... Bird Family 
Nursery ........................... Sandra King
  ................................... Amanda Makar
PowerPoint  ................. Phyllis Blazier

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ................... Seth Crider
Opening Prayer .................. Jim Loftin   
Devotional .................... Troy Spradlin     

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................ 129 
AM Worship ................................. 168 
PM Worship ................................  111 
Wed. Night Bible Class ................ 130 
Contribution ............................ $10,162

ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
Primary ...............................  John Pace
Secondary ...........................  Rick Bird

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ............................. Joe Bartell 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................... Mike Scott  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Sign-up sheet for "2018" service 
opportunities is at the information 
station. This is for Preparing 
Communion, Cleaning Baptismal 
Garments, and Nursery Attendants. 
Please sign up if available to help in 
those areas. 

- If you are an Elder or Deacon please 
remember to check your mailbox in 
the Armoire.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

- Please add your birthday and 
anniversaries to the calendar at the 
information station.

BENEVOLENCE

-  Pantry is in need of :
- Tuna
- Dry Beans
- Jelly

FELLOWSHIP

- Visitors: Thank you for coming. 
Please take a few moments to fill out 
a visitors card so that we might have 
a record of your attendance. 

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters for January are now 
available on the Welcome Desk and 
on the Margaret Street website 
(listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

Elders, deacons, preachers,  ministry 
contacts, and group leaders: please 
check your slots in the mailbox in the 
foyer regularly for church 
communications. Thank you!


