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by Troy Spradlin

    Paul encouraged the young preacher, Timothy, "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman 
who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15). The word diligent 
carries with it the idea of exerting one's self, endeavoring, and studying. Paul also enjoined Timothy to, "give 
attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine" (1 Timothy 4:13). I have often wondered, how well did Timothy 
understand the Bible? He must have known it very well! After all, he sat at the feet of the apostles and, as is 
indicated in the epistles addressed to him, he received personal 
training from Paul. Paul was extremely knowledgeable in the 
Scriptures (Acts 22:3) and just working alongside him, Timothy 
would have learned so very much. It is intriguing that during the 
age of miraculous works, prophesying, tongues, and direct, Holy 
Spirit inspiration, Timothy was instructed to take time in study 
and reading. The purpose was to be capable of accurately handling 
the word of God in order to teach the truth directly and correctly. 
The term accurately handling implies "holding a straight course; to 
cut straight."  Paul was a tent maker, so he certainly understood the 
importance of straight cuts in order to have a quality product. No 
one would want a tent made with crooked, jagged, or straying 
seams. That would bring shame to the craftsman! 

   So, how does one properly handle the Bible? In theological circles, this is known as hermeneutics, which is 
simply the science of interpretation. Unfortunately, the act of sound interpretation has been greatly abused over 
the centuries. Some students of the Bible haven't handled it correctly. Part of this has been due to the misuse or 
misunderstanding of one of the core elements of Bible interpretation, exegesis, which literally means ?to lead out 
of.? In other words, the interpreter should allow the Bible to speak for itself by drawing out the meaning of a 
passage as it is written. He simply accepts what the Bible says and then responds accordingly. Think of Moses 
leading the people out of Egypt in the EX-odus. That is a similar use of the word.  Ezra used this method of 
hermeneutics in Nehemiah 8:8, "So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the 
sense, and helped them to understand the reading." He was handling the Scriptures correctly.

   The opposite of this would be to approach the Bible with certain expectations, or presuppositions, and inserting 
one?s own understanding into the text, which is known as eisegesis. This word means, "to lead into." This is the 
method of which many "scholars" have been guilty over the years. Like an unskilled tent maker, they have not 
"cut straight" the Word of God! They bring shame to themselves through their crooked, jagged, or straying 
interpretations. Considering that studies have shown that at twelve years of age, most versions of the Bible are all 
fully comprehensible and understandable, it simply illustrates that a high level of education it is not necessary in 
order to understand the Bible. Above all, we should recognize the principal, or key element to understanding the 
Bible is honesty. If we will simply approach the Bible with an honest and sincere heart, then we will better 
understand the word of God. This implies that we must never bring our biased, or personal, ideas, nor conjecture 
or malevolence with us when we open its sacred pages. When was the last time you gave attention to reading and 
study? Let's all strive to do better in our study of the Bible so that we will be capable of "cutting straight."

Cut t ing St raight



N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items: Thursday, by noon.
- Sign-up sheet for "2018" service opportunities is at 

the information station. This is for Preparing 
Communion, Cleaning Baptismal Garments, and 
Nursery Attendants. Please sign up if available to 
help in those areas. 

BENEVOLENCE
- Our Food Pantry helps feed over 200 people in our 

community every month. We need your help to 
serve our community! Please call Dennis for 
information, (850) 983-8913. Food items needed: 
dry beans, mac/cheese and can goods.

FELLOWSHIP
- Visitors: Thank you for coming. Please take a few 

moments to fill out a visitors card so that we might 
have a record of your attendance. 

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters for December are now available on 

the Welcome Desk and on the Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having problems hearing the sermon, there 
are "LISTEN' devices available in the Armoire that 
you can sign out and return after services. 
Remember to clean the headphones with an alcohol 
wipe when you are done.  

MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS

- Area Wide @ Central TONIGHT. Leaving at 3 pm. 
Wear your Christmas sweaters.

- Parent Meeting TODAY @ 5 pm in Teen Room.
- Next SNAC is December 10th in Fellowship Hall. 

Mense's will be providing food and Troy will be 
doing the devo. Teens bring normal items.

- YG Christmas Progressive Dinner is Saturday, 16th, 
beginning at 5 pm. Dirty Santa game will be played 
w/  $15 gift cards and don't forget to wear fun, yet 
modest Christmas Pajamas. Everyone, including 
those willing to host, sign up by December 10th. 

- Exposure is Dec. 27-30 (more details coming soon)

STAIR-STACKERS
- Christmas Party on Thursday, December 14th. 

Details coming soon. 

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY

Next workshop is December 10th. 

Be looking for updates on the L2L Bulletin Board & FB 
page. Please see David or Jeanna with any questions.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

SPECIAL CCW CLASS
There will be a special Concealed Carry Weapons 

Permit Class on December 16th at Margaret Street. 
The cost is $65.00 per person. More details to follow. 

See Troy if you would like to take the class.

Nursing Home Christmas Party
Santa Rosa Rehabilitation Center

5386 Broad Street, Milton, FL
December 22, 2017 at 3:00 PM

Starts tonight at 6:00 PM!
Everyone please come to the auditorium first for our 
devotional and then we will break out into groups.

Elders, deacons, preachers,  ministry contacts, and group 
leaders: please check your slots in the mailbox in the 
foyer regularly for church communications. Thank you!
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Special  
- Brooks Singley - still recovering from surgery  

Cancer  
- Ensley Webster- Jenny West's niece
- Melody Samborn- Burnham's daughter
- Megan Sanders- Friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Mary Smith- friend of Mary McGriff 
- Bruce Burnham- Jan Sweeney's son
- Paul Meacham- member at Panama St coC
- Brooks Singley
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo-friend of Kenya Longmire
- Zee Christopher
- Sandi Coppedge- friend of Jeanna English

Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- Cody Davis ? Ft Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND. 
- Ni Mack- Missouri

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living 
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince* 
- Pruitt - Gertrude Dickerson*,  John Bird
- Victorian Manor - Ed Howell*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 

Expectant Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher - due March 14th
- Andrea Weekly - due April 18th

Other Health Issues 
- Stephen English - knee injury
- Eddie Longmire
- Dusty Rhodes - Friend of Winston/Lola; in hospice
- Kay Smith 
- Rickey Bingham
- Troy Vonada
- David Kreus - back injury
- Geneva Blanchard
- Mary McGriff
- Linda Mann
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Brenda King - Member at Susan St., heart problems
- Gale Thames - recovering from a stroke
- Jack Locklin Sr. 
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Jim Blazier - recovering from surgery 
- Jack Hendrick-back injury
- Rhett Autrey - car accident
- Julie Harrington-eye difficulties
- John Broadfoot - out patient surgery
- Allen Brazell
- David English - Gallbladder surgery
- Deana Wilson
- Dixie Gorham
- Anita Caraway-mother of Susan Cotton

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

UPCOMING EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendars

TONIGHT - Breakout Connections begin
December 8-9 - Family Camp-out
December 12 - Adult Christmas Party
December 14 - Kids Christmas Party
December 16 - YG Christmas Party
December 16 - Special CCW Permit Class
December 19- 20 Something's Christmas Party
December 22 - Nursing Home Christmas Party
December 22-26- Office Closed
December 27-30 - Exposure Youth Camp
December 31- 5th Sunday



SERVI N G W I T H  H O N O R

MORNING
Opening Prayer ................................................. John Pace 
Song Director .................................................. Pete Pierce
  
Serving Communion:
Larry Coen .................................................... Glenn Smith 
Kyle Harter .................................................. Phillip Webb 
Eli Whitney .................................................. Allen Brazell 
Joe Wilson ................................................. Spencer Gable
Comments ................................................. Russell Estain
   
Scripture Reading .......................................... Seth Crider 
Closing Prayer ........................................ Dennis Maduell 
Securing the Building ................................ Troy Spradlin
Preparing Communion ................................ Pace Family 
Nursery ..................................................... Hannah Brown 
................................................................ Elizabeth Lipford
PowerPoint  ......................... Phyllis Blazier/  Larry Coen

EVENING
Opening Prayer ................................................... Jim Pitts 
Song Leading .......................................... Stephen English 
Scripture........................................................ Jackson Lash 
Comments .................................................. Russell Estain

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ....................................................... 109 
AM Worship ............................................................... 166 
PM Worship ................................................................ 107
Wed. Night Bible Class................................................ 116 
Contribution ........................................................... $7,507

TIMES OF SERVICE:
Sunday AM Bible Class .................................. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ................................... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes and Worship ................. 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ........................... 6:30 pm

Scripture Reading ....................................... John 4:46-54

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
Troy Spradlin ......................... Evangelist /  Minister

Ph: 910-2868 /  spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ................................. Family Minister

Ph: 706-889-3222 /  caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ................................. Church Secretary
             Ph: 850-625-8911 /  margarst@bellsouth.net

STAFF

Rick Bird ..................................................... 994-3148 
......................................... Email: bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ....................................................... 623-3783 
................................ Email: joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee ...................................................... 516-4570 
................................... Email: leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ..................................................... 736-2521 
................................. Email: fphanrang1966@aol.com 

ELDERS

Administration ..................................... Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence........................................ Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ................................ Greg Lewis* 
Education ............................................. Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ............................................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........................... Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ................................................................. 
Involvement ................................................................... 
Lads to Leaders ..................................... David English 
Missions ..................................................... Mike Scott  
Visitation ...................... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............ Casey Bearden, Joe Wilson*, 
...................................... Chris Davis, & Blake Hatcher 
Website ......................................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ......................................... Darrell Bozeman*

CONTACT ELDERS FOR DECEMBER
Primary ......................................................... Doug Lee
Secondary ..................................................... John Pace  

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES


