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Have You Received Your  "Call ing"? 
by Troy Spradlin   

   Have you ever heard the phrase, ?he answered his 'calling' to be a minister?? Or perhaps, ?when Missionary John 
got his ?calling? he went to serve?? What, exactly, is this ?calling? that one receives? What does that mean? Does one 
have to receive a special call to enter ministry? Personally, I was never ?called? to be a missionary. I simply 
volunteered. I didn?t grow up in a missionary family (although my dad is a Gospel preacher), nor did I really know 
any missionaries during my formative years. I didn?t even have within my mind the idea to go into ministry one day. 
So, when the time came that I decided to go into the mission field, was that my ?calling?? How did I get that calling? 
Was there an actual exchange of words between God and myself, somehow, someway that I "answered"?

   The fact is, nowhere in Scripture do we find a mysterious, supernatural call as 
a prerequisite for responding to the Great Commission. It?s just doesn?t happen 
that way, friend! Perhaps, the whole idea of a ?call? comes from passages like 
Exodus 3:4, Judges 2:18, Acts 26:16, or the prophets that God raised up. It is true 
that God has raised up specific individuals for specific purposes at specific times. 
However, if we examine those scenarios closely, we see that it is few and far 
between when God actually called on someone. More importantly, does God 
still do this today? To answer that, we need to remember important passages 
like Hebrews 1:1,2 which clearly states that (to paraphrase) ?those days are over, 

God now speaks to us through His Son.? And, we know His Son has spoken to the apostles and those apostles (along 
with some disciples) wrote down the things He taught so that we may have them to understand.

   Consider Romans 9:17-18 as another example. Did God "harden" Pharaoh?s heart? We know the story and we know 
how it ended. However, we need to recognize that God does not have some specific, detailed plan designed 
exclusively for you and you only. We are all created simply to bring glory to God ? that, and nothing more 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13; John 15:8; 1 John 3:22-24). Therefore, God did not reach in and physically harden Pharaoh?s 
heart, Pharaoh hardened his own heart! Think about the dynamics of this; we often say things like, ?He made me mad.? 
Really? Did he come over and twist up your face, pour in a little indignation, and physically make you mad? No! You 
made you mad; no one else did it to you. He may have said or done something that caused you to respond with anger, 
but he didn?t make you mad. You did that. So, God was the cause for Pharaoh?s hardened heart. God sent His word to 
Pharaoh and Pharaoh himself is the one who chose how to respond to what he heard. He could have just as easily 
responded with fear, respect, joy, or gratitude. But, he chose rebellion and rejection which resulted in Pharaoh 
hardening his own heart. In a sense, one could verbally state that God hardened Pharaoh?s heart, but in reality, it was 
Pharaoh?s personal response to God?s word that hardened his heart.

Now, let?s put all this together. From the same letter that Paul wrote, let?s see what follows in the next chapter ?   in 
Chapter 10, verse 17. What is the ?bottom line? to Paul?s discourse here? ?Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the 
WORD OF GOD.? So, a ?calling? is actually a response to hearing. The hearing comes from God?s word ? that is, 
through the BIBLE, not some small still voice, nor some miraculous manifestation. Even in my own story, basically, 
it was God?s word that worked on my heart. I then chose to go; I wanted to go; I was compelled to go, because of what 
was already in my heart ? the Word of God. Now, how have you responded to God's word?



- Dates are still available to host a SNAC in 2018. 
Schedule is posted at the Information Station.

- There will be no YG events in March in order to 
focus our efforts on final preparation for L2L.

- Next SNAC: April 8th in  FH, hosted by Wilson's.
- Next Area Wide is April 22nd @ Scenic Hills.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

The last and final Workshop is March 18th.

Away Speech #2 is TONIGHT @ Leonard St. 

Girls need to arrive @ 3:45 & boys arrive @ 4:45.

Girl's Presentations will be on Wednesday, 14th.

See schedule on L2L Bulletin Board for workshop times 
& other events. Check for updates on the FB page. 

Laught er  - A Gif t  of  God?

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Breakout Connections
Sign up TODAY for upcoming Breakout groups, 

which begin April 8th and continue through August.

by Casey Bearden 
     Now that Spring is here, I've heard so many people say how they just feel better, happier due to the sun and warm weather. 
It's true that the weather can have an impact on our mood. While the weather is something that we can't predict (just ask any 
meteorologist), there is something that God has instilled within us that can have that same positive impact, no matter the 
weather outside - laughter. I have shared a blog written by my good friend and fellow minister, Eric Gray, as his thoughts 
reflect my own, and give us something to consider:
     "I love to laugh. Laughing is fun. Laughing is contagious. Laughing can be medicinal. Laughing can make a bad day seem better. 
Laughter can end an argument or disagreement. Laughter can build friendships. Laughter can restore friendships. Laughter can 
strengthen families. Laughter is one of the first milestones of a baby?s life (right parents?!).
    The University of Oxford did some research on how laughter affects our health and here is what they found:
    ?The international research team, led by Oxford University, found that when we laugh properly? the physical exertion leaves us 
exhausted and thereby triggers the release of  protective endorphins. These endorphins, one of  the complex neuropeptide chemicals 
produced in the brain, manage pain and promote feelings of  well being.?(http:/ / www.ox.ac.uk/ media/ news_stories/ 2011/ 111409_1.html)
     The Bible has a lot to say about laughing. Did you know that? "A joyful heart is good medicine?? (Proverbs 17:22). In fact, do you 
remember the story when the angel came to Abraham and Sarah and told them they were going to have a baby in about a year? They 
laughed. They laughed because Sarah was getting ready to celebrate her 91st birthday and Abraham was pushing triple digits. Yeah?your 
great-grandparents having a baby. That?s pretty funny! And to top it all off, God named the baby Isaac, which means laughter.
     Did you know that God is the author and creator of laughter? Check out this awesome verse that describes God in Psalm 2:4, ?He who 
sits in the heavens laughs?? God laughs?! Yes He does. God has a sense of humor. God laughs. That shouldn?t surprise us, although for 
some of us it might. I?ve never really spent much time thinking about God laughing until I started reading and studying the concept., but 
God created and enjoys laughter. Not only does He, God the Father, enjoy laughter, but His Son, God-in-the-flesh, Jesus Christ enjoys 
laughter too. He enjoys being playful and having a good time. Jesus does funny things, and even says funny things. It is part of our 
personality, and the more we see and experience the personality of Jesus, the more our love for Him will grow."
     The message here is learn and love to laugh. When Eric, myself, and other ministers get together, much of our time is 
spent laughing. If you don't find yourself laughing throughout your day, I encourage you to rediscover that in your 
interactions with others, the random moments that occur, and in the things you see and hear. If God is the author of laughter, 
look for those moments in which He has created that bring about that response. Laugh. Laugh hard. Laugh until you cry. It's 
fun. It's exhilarating. It's healing. Praying you find much laughter in your life. Blessings! ~CB

http://www.ox.ac.uk/media/news_stories/2011/111409_1.html


Special  
- Paislee Enterkin*
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from gallbladder surgery
- Bob Locklin* - surgery
- Ruth Williams* - recovering from surgery
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Mike Brown* 
- Cynthia Bozeman*- death of her sister
- Ed Howell* - fell and broke his hip, in recovery 
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* Brother

Other Health Issues 
- Eddie Longmire*
- Bingham Family*
- Troy  & Gloria Vonada*
- Mary McGriff*
- Donald McGriff*
- Linda Mann*
- Beverly Mann*
- Brenda King - Member at Susan St., heart problems
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Nevaeh Hayes
- John and Gale Broadfoot *
- Dixie Gorham 
- Jan Whitney*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Sue Perritt* - broke her back, in recovery
- Sherry Davis*
- Charles Williamson*
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Ted Russell*
- Churck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford*
- Elsa Nunes*

Cancer 
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- Friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff 
- Brooks Singley*
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Pat Deforest*
- Ray Sweeney - Jan's husband
- Amy Boyd  

Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- Cody Davis ? Ft Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND. 
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- John Bartell* - Great Lakes, address @ Info. Station
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
- Jimmy Pitts - being sent to Japan

Expectant Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher*- due March 14th
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th 
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince* 
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

WEDDING BELLS!
All are invited to attend the Marriage Ceremony of

Anna Grace Lane to John Blake Temple
March 24 @ 2:00 PM 

Margaret Street Church of Christ
Reception immediately following the ceremony.

LADIES QUARTERLY BDAY LUNCHEON
March 17 @ 10:30 in the Fellowship Hall. 

All ladies welcome!  Jan. thru Mar. birthdays will be 
honored guests! All others please bring salad. 

Sign up @ Information station. Or, see Lola, Phyllis, Eli.

Ladies Game Night
March 17 @ 4:00 in the Fellowship Hall

Margaret Street T-Shirt
T-shirt sign up and Money is due TODAY! 
Please pay Blisse Hatcher or Andrea Wilson.



MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Doug Lee 
Song Director ................ Casey Bearden
  
Serving Communion:
Brett Napier  ................... Mike Brown     
Glenn Smith  ....................... Joe Bartell 
Paul Lipford  ....................... Mike Scott 
.................................. Cole Weathersbee 
Comments  .................... Oscar Locklin
Scripture Reading ........... John 8:12-30
............................................. Seth Crider 
Closing Prayer ......... Roger Tonnesson

EVENING
Opening Prayer ................. Greg Lewis 
Song Leading.................... Jackson Lash 
Comments .................. Stephen English 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................... Pat Mense 
Communion Prep. ........ Mense Family 
Nursery ................. Stacey Weathersbee 
................................... Lily Weathersbee 
PowerPoint  .................. Phyllis Blazier

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .............. Stephen English 
Opening Prayer .................. Tim Mann 
Devotional ..................... Troy Spradlin

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ....................... 145 
AM Worship ................................ 212 
PM Worship ................................. 61 
Wed. Night Bible Class ................ 138 
Contribution ............................. $7,225

ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
Primary ...............................  Joe King 
Secondary .......................... Doug Lee

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MARCH 11
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ............................. Joe Bartell 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- New 2018 Program of Ministry 
booklets are available if you would 
like to have one. See Troy for details.

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

- Please add your birthday and 
anniversaries to the calendar at the 
information station.

BENEVOLENCE

- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese

EDUCATION

-  The new quarter begins today. 
Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

FELLOWSHIP

- Visitors: Thank you for coming. 
Please take a few moments to fill out 
a visitors card so that we might have 
a record of your attendance. 

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters for March are now 
available on the Welcome Desk and 
on the Margaret Street website 
(listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

- WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

"A new commandment I give to you, 

that you love one another; as I have 

loved you, that you also love one 

another. By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for 

one another." (John 13:34,35)


