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W elcom e!
W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
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M ay 13th , 20 18

What 's In a Nam e?
By Troy Spradlin    

    The headline for an article* I stumbled across read, "What's in a name? Churches trade old names for new, 
younger members." That piqued my interest, so I kept reading, "The sign that says Trinity Baptist Church in 
Maplewood was taken down last month and replaced with 'LifePoint.' Maple Grove Evangelical Free Church just 
converted to 'The Grove,' advertising 'Same Church, New Name.' First Lutheran Church in White Bear Lake is now 
'Community of Grace.' If Easter is the season of rebirth, it?s a fertile period for Minnesota churches. Rebranding, long a 
strategy in the world of business, is taking off in congregations hoping to attract new members, update their images, 
and shed any negative perceptions of their denominations." Hmmm, I thought to myself. What's in a name? Well, a 
bride usually takes on the last name of the man she marries. If a bride's new name develops a "negative 
perception" would it be alright to change it to some other man's last name? After all, what's in a name? But, 
that certainly wouldn't be accepted! Now, isn't the church called "the bride of Christ"? See Revelation 21:9 for 
the answer. If it is His bride, then it should certainly wear His name. Perhaps, there is something in a name.

   The article went on to say that "religious leaders hoping to attract young adults and 
families recognize that many don?t have a clue about the difference between a Lutheran 
and a Baptist ? but they do want community and a spiritual home." Hmmm, again. 
Didn't Jesus say, "Come unto ME?" [emphasis added] See Matthew 11:28,19:14 
and John 5:40. Shouldn't seekers be looking for Jesus in a church? Or, are they 
looking for the church to be a social club? This is why I believe that teaching 
people about the true, Biblical, and unique nature of the church is paramount and 
fundamental to understanding Christianity. A follower of Jesus needs to 
understand that His purpose for coming to earth was, "the Son of Man has come 
to seek and to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10). He also said, "I will build 
MY [emphasis added] church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it" 
(Matthew 16:18). Therefore, Jesus' disciples, who are gathered together, are 

known as the "body of Christ, which is the church" (Col 1:18). In many verses throughout the New 
Testament, we see specific designations for the church, such as: "the churches of Christ" (Romans 16:16); or 
the "church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Thessalonians 1:1). Every 
designation for the church, found in the Bible, gives honor to Jesus or God, not some doctrine, a man's name, 
or a catchy phrase. The name of the church was revealed in the first century when the Bible was written.
   But the article states, "Religious leaders stress that abandoning a long-held name needs to be part of a larger growth 
strategy." They also pointed to a recent survey by Grey Matter Research, that "found churches with 
denominational names were almost three times more likely to be viewed as old fashioned and rigid. Creating a fresh 
name, he said, is part of removing perceived barriers." How very sad! Because, it was Jesus who said, "All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth" (Matt 28:18). This implies that no one has the right, 
or the authority, to change the name of the church to anything other that what is found in the Bible!
*Article Source - http:/ /www.startribune.com/what-s-in-a-name-churches-trade-old-names-for-new-younger-members/419529003/?src=Apple+News



- AIMCON (July 20 - 22) registration deadline is June 
3rd. $50 fee for those not attending GA Mission 
Trip. Sign-up is now available on Youth Board.

- GO Days begin on June 4th. See Casey for details.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

A Tr ibut e t o Mom s

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
Today is Mother's Day, and if you feel about the mothers in your life the way I do, they deserve more than 

one day to be recognized. I am blessed to be surrounded by women who accurately embody the description of love, 
sacrifice, service, and compassion laid out in scripture. A mother's impact is truly second-to-none, and most of us 
can say that we are better people because of them. Consider Jesus - God had a specific woman picked out to raise 
"God in the flesh", and entrusted her with such a great opportunity because of the "mom" she was going to be to 
His son. Although Jesus was God, and contained the very essence of His character and nature, there is no doubt 
that much of who Jesus was could be attributed to the impact Mary had on His life. Our lives are greatly impacted 
by our moms. An article, by a fellow minister, that I read this past week expresses the appreciation many of us 
desire to convey.

"Christian mothers are not a dime a dozen; instead, their worth if far above rubies (Proverbs 31:10 ). They are not 
unconcerned with the events in the lives of their children; instead, they treasure them all in their heart (Luke 2:51 ). Christian 
mothers do not keep their faith to themselves; instead, they work on having that faith dwell in their children as well (2 
Timothy 1:5 ). The work of a Christian mother is often unappreciated and overlooked. There is so much that happens on a 
daily basis, most of it "behind the scenes", and through it all, you shine the glory of God. Even on your worst day, you do 
something to instill a Biblical principle in your children. When you are at the end of your rope, you still show the kids that 
praying over a sloppy PB & J is important. When your husband just isn?t ?getting it? that you need a break, you don?t argue. 
Instead, you show respect for his work in front of the children, so they will grow in their respect for him, too. While the rest of 
the world spends money on trendy, casual clothes that are easy to find, and to get them to wear, you search high and low for a 
sweet dress, even though you?ll have to iron it constantly. Why? Because you want your girl to learn to bring her best before 
God. When other boys are playing soccer on Sunday evening, you?re tucking in a dress shirt for the 27th time today. Now, 
you?re just trying to get them to sit still during another longer-than-normal sermon. It's hard work, and a seemingly never 
ending struggle, but remember this - Your voice is the one they will remember singing ?We Will Glorify? or ?Sweet By and 
By? while making dinner. Your smile is the one they will remember, though they understand you?re having a bad day. Your 
grace will never be forgotten, even though that was your favorite rose bush. And when they read about Jesus, don?t be surprised 
if your children think of you. To every Christian mother, thank you? and keep it up! Happy Mother?s Day."     ~CB

GA Mission Trip
Training Session #1, for those who haven't been on a 
M. St. Mission Trip, is Wednesday @ 5:30 in Middle 

School Classroom.

Next Focus Meeting is Wednesday, June 6th @ 5:30.

Gulf Coast Bible Camp
Brochures are available @ the Information Station. 

Early Bird registration ends Tuesday, 15th.
Camp Dates are as follows (all in June):

High School (10 - 15), Jr. Week, 1st-5th grade (17 - 22), 
and Middle School (24 - 29).

Stair Stackers
Next SNAC will be May 27th.

Graduation Banquet
The banquet to honor all of M. St. high school and 

college grads for this year will be next Sunday 
evening, May 20th, immediately after services. 

Everyone is invited to attend.
Grads need to turn in their bios and pictures for 

bulletin by Wednesday.  
20-Somethings

Devo - Tuesday, May 15 @ 6:30. See Blake Hatcher for 
more details.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2031.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2031.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.51
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%202.51
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%201.5
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%201.5


Special  
- Blackburn Family - death of Hoyt Blackburn
- Paislee Enterkin*
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Rafael and Mary Salinas
- Stacey Weathersbee

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- Harper Berry (Lipford family)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Mike & Angela Brown*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham 
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Glenn Harrison* - congestive heart failure 
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles Williamson*

Expectant Mothers
- Talor Freeman - due September 7th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th

Cancer 

- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Pat Deforest*
- Ron Fields
- Bill Hadder
- Ronnie Jenkins (friend of Broadfoots)
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooks Singley*
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff 

Military

- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- John Bartell* - Correy Station
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince* 
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

CHURCH CALENDAR
- TODAY - Happy Mother's Day!
- May 15:  Perc' -n- Prayer @ 7:30 am
- May 19: Ladies Game Night @ 4-6 pm in F.H.
- May 20: Grad Banquet in the Fellowship hall
- May 24: No Golden Ager's classes
- May 25 & 28: Office will be closed

MOVED TO MAY 15th!

TEACHERS NEEDED!
The quarter for new classes begins June 2nd. There are still several teaching positions that need to be filled!

Please see Oscar, as soon as possible, if you are willing to help.



MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... John Pace 
Song Director ...................... Mike Scott
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
................................. Five Smooth Stones 
Scripture Reading ................ Jack Webb 
............................................. John 11:1-16
 
Serving Communion:
Comments .............................. Jeff Scott 
Greg Lewis ...................... Oscar Locklin 
Glenn Smith .....................  Bob Locklin 
Allen Brazell ............. Roger Tonnesson 
............................................. Eli Whitney
Closing Prayer ............ Eddie Longmire
EVENING
Opening Prayer ..................  Joe Wilson  
Song Leading .................. Blake Hatcher 
Comments .............................. Jeff Scott  

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................ Mike Brown 
Communion Prep ......... English Family 
Nursery ............................... Ashley Ray 
....................................... Hannah Brown 
PowerPoint  .................. Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ............... Stephen English
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Bartell 
Devotional ................................ Joe King

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 160 
AM Worship .................................... 216 
PM Worship .................................... 144 
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... 126 
Contribution ............................... $8,621

ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
Primary ................................... John Pace 
Secondary ............................... Rick Bird

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MAY 13TH
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- MSCOC T-Shirts are available at the 
church office.

- Pictorial Directories are available to 
all MSCOC families! If you would 
like a copy, please contact the office 
in order to receive one. 

- 2018 Program of Ministry booklets 
are available if you would like to 
have one. See Troy for details.

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

BENEVOLENCE

- Next Pantry: May 10
- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters for May are available 
on the Welcome Desk and on the 
Margaret Street website (listed under 
"Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 

Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 

Please take a moment to fill out a visitors 

card, or sign our guest book so that we 

might have a record of your attendance. 


