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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Ju n e 24, 20 18

by Troy Spradlin  

    Perhaps, you have heard the word "stigma" used in various 
phrases, such as, "Alcoholism carries a certain social stigma with 
it." Or, "There is no longer the same stigma attached to being 
divorced." We use the word to mean that there is a negative mark, 
or a sense of disgrace and shame to be associated with the object to 
which we are referring. But, did you know that the word is also 
used in a positive sense? The word "stigma" is actually a Greek 
word found in the New Testament. Depending on the translation 
you use, it is sometimes translated as "scars, marks, brand, or 

brand-mark." Paul used this word to describe a certain characteristic about himself, "for I bear in my body 
the marks of the Lord Jesus," (Galatians 6:17 - NKJV). Or, consider this rendering of the verse, "because I 
carry the scars of Jesus on my own body," (ISV). What, exactly, is Paul saying here?

   In the context of the verse, Paul is denouncing those false teachers that were claiming one must first 
become a Jew in order to become a Christian. Their reasoning was this, since Jesus was a Jew, who was 
circumcised under the law, and that Christianity came to the Jews first through the Jews, then everyone 
who desires to be a Christian must first become a Jew. It was a big issue for those legalistic Judaizers of 
Paul's time. But, their true motives were not pure. Paul is writing to help Christians understand that what 
really matters is not what we outwardly do in keeping the law, such as those religious ceremonies, but what 
God does within us - making us a new creation (Acts 2:47; Romans 6:1-6). Those bodily marks, or scars do 
not make you a Christian. What makes you a child of God is what happens within your heart.

   Most all of us have scars of some type on our bodies. We get them from accidents, surgeries, and even 
purposefully. We also get emotional scars when we experience heartache, trauma, or something similar. 
Scars serve as a reminder of a specific event within our personal history. Paul certainly had his share of 
bruises, injuries, and scars from all of his experiences and encounters (2 Corinthians 1:23-28). Jesus, 
Himself, bears the scars of His crucifixion in His hands, feet, and side (John 20:24-28). 

   However, the "marks (scars) of the Lord Jesus" that Paul is referring to were not those scars similar to 
Jesus? wounds, or even his own. Instead, these were marks that identified Paul as a follower of Jesus. In 
Paul's time, slaves were branded upon their skin with the name of their master. The brand was a mark that 
showed ownership. In this passage, Paul is saying that the scars he received from the things he had suffered 
for Christ is a brand that identifies Jesus as his owner. Paul's scars told a story, a story of an obedient 
servant. They were his stigma. In this case, it was more of a badge of honor, than a disgrace or shame.

   What about you? Do you bear the marks, the scars, of our Lord in your life? Do you have the stigma of 
being an obedient servant to Jesus Christ? I pray you do! - TS

Bear ing t he Marks of  t he Lord

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19



- MS Week @ GCBC begins TODAY. We will be 
leaving immediately after morning services. 

- SNAC next Sunday, July 1st, @ Roberta Temple's.
- GO Day on July 2nd. Schedule will be different as 

events will take place in Pensacola. See Casey for 
details. Final GO Day will take place on July 16th.

- RMH Week is July 10 - 13. Details to come.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

7 Ways To Slow  Down Social Media Use - Par t  1

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
    The last few weeks of the Family Minister's section has featured a couple of different articles dealing with issues 
or questions parents may be facing with their teens. Since this is a space designed to help & encourage  families, as 
previously stated, that trend will continue for the next few weeks. Although the last couple of articles dealt with 
the determining factors of allowing social media access to teens, this article gives alternative ideas of how to limit 
access if one already has it or wants to use it. Again, this is not an article insisting parents should conform to the 
same mindset, but rather an avenue to provide helpful tips to those who are dealing with teen social media use.  So, 
here is the first segment of a two week article addressing teen social media use and how parents can effectively 
limit their exposure, and assist them in finding other ways to communicate. I pray it motivates us in helping one 
another better assist our kids in this difficult phase of life. Blessings!      ~CB

1.Delay access. The longer parents delay access, the more time a child will have to mature so that he or she can 
use technology more wisely as a young adult. Delaying access also places a greater importance on developing 
personal authentic relationships first.

2.Follow their accounts. Social media privacy is a lie: Nothing is private in the digital world, and so it should 
not be private to parents. Make sure privacy settings are in place but know that those settings can give you a 
false sense of security. Encourage your teen to have private conversations in person or via a verbal phone call.

3.Create family accounts. Create family accounts instead of individual teen accounts. This allows kids to keep 
up with friends in a safer social media environment.

4.Allow social media only on large screens. Allow your teens to only use their social media accounts on home 
computers or laptops in plain view, this way they will use it less. When it is used on a small private phone 
screen they can put in their pocket there are more potential problems with reckless use. The more secret the 
access, the more potential for bad choices.

*Article from psychologytoday.com - Why Social Media Isn't Smart For Middle School Kids, 2018*

VBS HELP NEEDED!

- One more set of Teachers is still needed, please!
-  Topics will be about one of the judges.
- Assistance with Hall/Classroom Decorators please!

STAIR-STACKERS:
SNAC today @ 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall

GA Mission Trip
Next Focus Meeting is July 15th, which will be final 

preparation for the trip on July 22 - 27. This is a 
MUST ATTEND for ALL participants.

AIMCON @ Faulkner will mark the beginning of the 
trip on July 20 - 22. More details to come.



Special  
- Josie Bevis - born @ 23 weeks, friend of Hatchers*
- Aiden Burkley - Scott's* grandson on recent baptism
- Paislee Enterkin*
- Barbara Helms* - surgery
- Baron Lewis* - surgery
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Liam Mack - receiving tests for sleeping issues
- Odell Phillips - bad fall
- Gale Thames* - recovering from surgery
- Stella Prince*- moved to Sandy Ridge 

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- Harper Berry (Lipford family)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham 
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles Williamson*

Expectant Mothers

- Talor Freeman - due September 7th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th

Cancer 
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier* - chemo treatments
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Ok Davis - member @ Jenks Avenue CoC
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - brother of Elsa Nunes*
- Lisa Favorite
- Ron Fields
- Chris Hendricks - Terry Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kendra Longmire
- Cheryl Neal
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooksanne Singley*

Military

- Andrew Atchley ?  Ellsworth AFB, SD 
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  T.A.D. 
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Sandy Ridge - Stella Prince* 
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Sandy Ridge - Martha Andrews, room 25B
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N



MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Rick Bird 
Song Director ................. Blake Hatcher
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
............................................... Rule of Life 
Scripture Reading ............... Nick Webb 
........................................... John 12:27-43
 
Serving Communion:
Comments .......................... Joe Wilson 
Phillip Webb ................... Oscar Locklin 
Specer Gable .................. Blake Hatcher 
Stephen English ............... Jackson Lash 
................................................ Joe Bartell
Closing Prayer ........... Roger Tonneson 
EVENING
Opening Prayer .......... Richard McCool  
Song Leading .............. Stephen English
Comments ........................... Joe Wilson 
Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............. Richard Fisher 
Communion Prep ........ Russell Family 
Nursery .............................. Sarah Davis 
............................................ Amy Napier 
PowerPoint  ................. Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ....................... Jack Webb
Opening Prayer ............... David English 
Devotional .................. Micheal Shepard 

WEEKLY REPORT:

Sunday Bible Class ........................... 132 
AM Worship .................................... 220 
PM Worship ...................................... 80 
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... 129 
Contribution ................................ $8,443

ELDER CONTACT FOR  JUNE:
Primary ................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary ............................... Joe King

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JUNE 24
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Pictorial Directories are available to 
all MSCOC families! Please contact 
the office in order to receive one. 

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

- Its that time again to order the 
Gospel Advocate. If you are 
interested in signing up to receive it, 
please see Jim Pitts.

BENEVOLENCE

- Next Pantry: August 9
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters are available on the 
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
Please take a moment to fill out a visitors 

card, or sign our guest book so that we 

might have a record of your attendance. 


