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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Au gu st  26 , 20 18

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   Most of us have heard the phrase, "God has a purpose for your life." Sometimes, we even question or try 
to discern exactly what God intends for us. Perhaps, a loved one, a friend, or even someone on television 
has stated that everyone has a purpose in this world, so we need to find it and adhere to it in order to please 
God. In reality, this quest for discovering our "purpose" stems from the age-old question of man asking 
himself, "Why am I here on this earth?" 
   Have you ever considered if there actually IS a specific 
reason, or purpose you are here? If so, what is it? Is it true 
that each individual has a determined purpose that they 
alone must fulfill? To add to the confusion, a wildly popular 
book titled, "The Purpose Driven Life" was published in 2002 
by Rick Warren. It sold more than 30 million copies within 
the first few years and has had a major influence on beliefs 
of not only our denominational friends, but also the mindset 
of members of the Lord's church. Unfortunately, it has had a 
negative influence because it espouses an ideology not completely consistent with the Bible. I'm not going 
to use this space to go into a deep theological critique of Warren's book, (see me personally if you need 
more details) but suffice it to say he quite often incorrectly cites verses from the Bible to justify his 
erroneous doctrine. In other words, he does not "rightly divide the word of God," (2 Timothy 2:15). Instead of 
listening to what some man has to say, why not just consider what God says, directly from His word?
   First of all, there is no verse anywhere in the Bible that says God has a singular plan or purpose for each 
and every individual on the planet. In fact, what is said is "there is no partiality with God," (Romans 2:11). This 
would certainly indicate that God expects the same from every single person and not some unique objective 
for every human being. That is why the apostle Paul said, "God commands all men everywhere to repent," (Acts 
17:30) and went on to write that God "desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth," (1 
Timothy 2:4). So, instead of an exclusive purpose for each individual, there is a specif ic expectation for  
the enti re human race.
   Second, the wisest man that ever lived stated this, "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and 
keep His commandments, For this is man's all," (Ecclesiastes 12:13 - NKJV). The last part of that verse has been 
translated in other versions as, "for this is the duty of all mankind," (NIV); "this is the whole duty of man," (ASV, 
ESV, KJV); "because this is all that we were created for," (GNB); and "This is what life is all about," (CEV). Is that not 
perfectly clear enough for us to understand? We were created for  one very specif ic purpose and 
nothing more - to br ing glory to God. His intention for you, the reason why you are here, and your 
purpose on this earth, is to simply, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind, and with all your strength and love your neighbor as yourself," (Mark 12:30-31).

God has a Purpose for  Your  Life? 



- Parent/Teen Meeting TODAY @ 5 pm.
- The first MHS Pre-Game Meal Outreach is Friday, 

September 7th @ 2 pm. Sign-up will be available 
this week for anyone wishing to help.

- Next SNAC is September 9th. Details to come.
- Next Area Wide is September 16th @ Azalea City. 
- Students participating in fall activities, please submit 

a schedule to Casey ASAP.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Whoa!

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Andrew Howell
     When my son Ethan was around 18 months old, he was in the exciting time of life where you are constantly 
learning new words. It seemed like every couple of days he would say a word for the very first time. One day, he 
and my wife were walking around our church building. There was a preschool that met in our building and 
typically we didn?t explore that part of the facilities. For whatever reason, my son and wife ventured into one of the 
rooms on the preschool hall. Ethan was singing to himself and being pretty silly like most toddlers do. They 
proceeded into a room that had some toys. Inside this room that Ethan had never been in was a very large kitchen 
set. It was huge and incredible, especially to a toddler! As he walked into the room and saw this impressive toy, he 
said a new word for the very first time - Whoa!" I don?t remember when exactly my son said most of his words for 
the first time. But I remember the first time he said the word ?whoa.?I remember it because it was so real. So 
genuine. It was a natural, authentic response to something that stopped him in his tracks. ?Whoa!?
     You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8) - Whoa! Think about how amazing and incredible it is. 
While you were still a sinner, Christ died for you! 
     Our natural response should be for us to be stopped in our tracks and to be in awe at our amazing, loving, and 
merciful God, but I worry that many Christians have lost the ?whoa? response. It may be because we have heard 
about the cross our whole lives or because we have become so focused on others things that we have forgotten to 
be in awe at what he has done, but every day we should be in awe of the cross. Especially those of us who have 
experienced and know the sacrificial love of God. Don?t lose the whoa! Take time to stop and respond in 
amazement at God?s love for us.

     The cross is an ever-present reminder that you are unable to save yourself. The cross shows us the seriousness 
of our sin, but also shows us the immeasurable love of God. May you be reminded of his awesome mercy and love. 
And may your response be one of worship and whoa!

SAVE THE DATE:
Our 2nd Annual Family Workshop will be September 

14 - 16 with David Baker  as the featured speaker. 

This is a congregational event, and we hope everyone 
involved with our youth makes plans to attend.

Flyers, Volunteer sign-ups, and Registration will be 
available this week.

It's Kick-off Time!
TONIGHT, immediately after Breakout Connections, 
everyone is invited to come and kickoff the 2018-2019 
Lads to Leaders season. Dinner will be provided, and 

everyone is encouraged to wear their team's 
gear/ colors. Looking forward to another fun and 

successful year!

THANK YOU
A special "thank you" to Lisa Webb & Patsy Scott for 

their efforts in our annual Elder Appreciation 
Banquet, and all who assisted in showing love and 

recognition to our shepherds. 



   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special  
- Josie Bevis - born @ 23 weeks, friend of Hatchers*
- Jessica Bingham*
- Bobbie* & Eddie  Garcia - recovering @ home
- Talor Freeman- emergency C-section/ recovering 
- Harrison Freeman - Jaundice, at home recovering
- Joe King* - recovering 
- Baron Lewis* - recovering from surgery
- Josie Locklin* - recovering from procedure
- Sharee Patrick - Sheena/Megan's* Mom 
- Gale Thames* - recovering 
- Julia Torpey *-  traveling
- Terry Wallace - surgery/possible chemo
- Lily Weathersbee* - recovering from procedure
- Ensley Webster - emergency surgery

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham 
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Eduardo Medrano- Rhonda Locklin's*  brother in law  
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles Williamson*

Expecting Mothers
- Lauren Kreus - March 16th, 2019

Cancer 

- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier* - chemo treatments
- Ok Davis - member @ Jenks Avenue CoC
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - brother of Elsa Nunes*
- Jim Gates - friend of Rhonda Locklin*
- Ron Fields - chemo therapy
- Chris Hendricks - Terry Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Page Prine - gallbladder, Burnham's* friend
- Brian Riley - Friend of the English Family*
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher*
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooksanne Singley*
- Ensley Webster - niece of West* Family

Military
- Andrew Atchley ?  Ellsworth AFB, SD 
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia 
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson* 
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*  
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

CHURCH CALENDAR /  EVENTS:
- TONIGHT: L2L Kick-off

- September 7:  MHS Pre-game Meal

- September 8:  Ladies BDAY Luncheon/Ladies 
Game Night

- September 11:  Receiving Food for Pantry 
Distribution and stocking shelves @ 9:30 AM

- September 13:  Boxes prepared for distribution 
@ 9:30 AM, distribution starts @ 2:15 PM

- September 14-16: Family Workshop

A UGUST 28



MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Rick Bird 
Song Director ...................... Pete Pierce 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
.......................................... Hot or Not Hot  
Scripture Reading .............. Nick Webb 
.......................................... John 15:18-27 

Serving Communion:
Comments ..................... Casey Bearden 
Jack Webb ......................... Glenn Smith 
Spencer Gable ........................ Rick Bird 
Glenn Price  ................. Dennis Maduell 
................................................  John Pace
Closing Prayer ................. Russell Estain

EVENING
Opening Prayer.................. Greg Lewis          
Song Leading .............. Stephen English 
Comments ....................... Phillip Webb 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ...................... Rick Bird  
Communion Prep ......... Weathersbee's  
Nursery .................. Stacey Weathersbee 
..................................... Lily Weathersbee  
PowerPoint  .................. Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ................... Blake Hatcher 
Opening Prayer ........... ... David English  
Devotional ........................ Jesse Claunch

WEEKLY REPORT:

Sunday Bible Class ........................... 108 
AM Worship .................................... 199 
PM Worship ..................................... 111 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 134 
Contribution ............................... $7,946 

ELDER CONTACT FOR  AUGUST:
Primary .................................... Joe King  
Secondary ............................... John Pace

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

BENEVOLENCE

- Receiving Items: 9/11 @ 9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 9/13 @ 9:30 AM
- Distribution: 9/13 @ 2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters are available on the 
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!


