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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  D ecem ber  16, 20 18

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

The Margaret  St reet  Fam ily
    Take a moment and put yourself in the shoes of our visitors. Why would anyone want to be a part of our 
congregation here at Margaret Street church of Christ? Have you ever considered what makes us stand out 
or different from anyone else? What would be the draw for someone new to come here?
    While pure and sound doctrine, standing for Biblical truth, 
and practicing first century Christianity should be the main 
reason most people are attracted to Margaret Street, let's be 
perfectly honest with ourselves, many who come through the 
door for the first time are simply looking to see what kind of 
environment exists here. Before they start considering doctrinal 
questions, most seekers merely want to know if this might be a 
place where they feel welcomed and loved. People only want to 
be a part of something if they feel like they belong. So, do we 
make our  visi tors feel  l ike they belong? I think we do and 
there have been many visitors who've expressed that Margaret 
Street is a special place - a very friendly, loving place to be. 
    What makes Margaret Street so special?  Through our love for Jesus, we strive to emphasize family ? 
both in our spiritual family of the congregation itself and in our physical families that make up the 
congregation. In today?s world, the home and family are constantly under attack. We want to provide 
support, encouragement, and spiritual nourishment to all of our families in order to help them withstand 
those destructive forces. Here are a few  of the things we offer to help strengthen our families:

- For our youth: We offer Sunday and Wednesday Bible classes and other activities through our Margaret 
Street Youth and Lads to Leaders Programs. There are frequent youth devotionals for Jr and Sr High 
students, called ?S.N.A.C.? (Sunday Night After Church) and ?Stair Stackers? for grade school children. 
Our youth also attend numerous camps, conferences, and area-wide gatherings throughout the year.

- For our smaller children: We offer ?Cradle Roll? and Nursery classes, as well as, other activities like our 
annual Fall Festival and Christmas Party.

- For the adults: We have regular Sunday, Wednesday, and weekday Bible classes in multiple topics and 
groups, such as our ?Golden Agers,? ?20-Somethings,? Ladie?s Class, and others. We also have  seminars 
and special events for various Biblical and family topics. We schedule many activities throughout the 
year such as retreats, devotionals, workshops, holiday gatherings, and special fellowship gatherings.

- Our Breakout Connection Groups provide an opportunity for everyone to make new friends and to help  
strengthen relationships among the membership.

    Foster ing a family-fr iendly environment is very impor tant to us! Those who follow Jesus are 
called His ?body? (Colossians 1:18) and the ?family of God? (Ephesians 2:19). Our members are striving to be 
that loving, encouraging, and obedient family as described in the New Testament.  We believe it makes us 
unique and this a special place to be. We want everyone to know Jesus. Let's start with our loving family!



- Next SNAC will be January 6th and next Area Wide 
is January 13th @ Spanish Fort.

- 2019 SNAC sign-up is available for anyone who is 
willing or interested in hosting. Dates available are 
January, June, July, August, & October.

- EYC (December 27 - 30). Van will depart @ 9 am. 

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Should We Celebrat e The Bir t h Of  Jesus Chr ist ?

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Casey Bearden
The question itself got your attention didn't it? Perhaps, you already had an answer in your head before you 

started reading this. Regardless of your stance on this subject, this is a topic that has caused much debate over the 
years in the realm of Christianity.  In the church, we have heard numerous lessons stating reasons we shouldn't 
celebrate Christmas, specifically as the celebration of Jesus' birth - Jesus wasn't born on December 25th, it is a 
pagan holiday, and the birth of Jesus isn't significant to Christianity, but rather His death. While those first two 
statements are true, can we really conclude that the birth of Jesus isn't significant?

Yes, as Christians, the death of Jesus means everything to us. Without His death, we have no hope. Jesus dying 
on the cross opened up our opportunity to receive salvation, and praise God for that, but does that mean His birth 
isn't to be celebrated? While we may not recognize the birth of Jesus as the reason for the Christmas season, I 
think we would be amiss not to recognize it at all. Honestly, this is where we have let culture and 
denominationalism impact our views, verbiage, recognition and participation on important details within 
Christianity. For example, words like grace and testimony have become taboo because of how they've been 
distorted by culture and those in denominations, but does that make them any less significant? If it weren't for 
grace, we are lost, plain and simple. As for testimonies, if you're a Christian, you have one. We all have a story of 
our journey to redemption. The point isn't to ruffle the feathers of fellow brothers by discussing taboo issues, but 
rather to prove that we don't have to let culture and denominationalism keep us from recognizing things that 
pertain to our faith. The birth of Jesus is important. It's okay to recognize it and thank God for it because it was a 
part of the plan of redemption.

Consider Philippians 2:4 - 8, "Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5 
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross." Did you see that? Jesus took such an interest in our salvation that He, God, emptied Himself of all deity and 
heavenly power, and took on the form, appearance, and characteristics of man, His creation. This was all part of 
the plan to identify with and lead mankind back to God, which resulted in His death. Consider that sacrifice...not 
just the one on the cross, but in giving up all of His heavenly characteristics in order to be born a man. Without 
His willingness to empty Himself and come to earth, there is no sacrifice on the cross, there is no hope, there is no 
salvation. Jesus had a choice, not just to die, but to be born. So, not just today or this time of year, but everyday, 
recognize every aspect of the plan of redemption, including the choice that was made for our God to give up His 
home, take up residence here with us, and ultimately give His life in our place. God is so good. Blessings! ~CB 

January 13th: 2nd pre-test for Bible Bowl

Jan 27th: Workshop, Speech Dress Rehearsal, and 
Pre-convention events, hurdles, & registration due.

See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for 
questions or information.

20 Something's
Christmas Party - December 20th @ 6:30 PM

See Blake Hatcher for details

Progressive Dinner
The YG Christmas Party will, again, be a progressive 

dinner on Friday, December 21st. It will begin at 5 pm. 
All youth members and parents need to sign up 

TODAY. Anyone wishing to play Dirty Santa game 
needs to bring a $15 gift card.

Birthday Night
In 2019, we'll be meeting at the Tastee Freeze, one 

Wednesday a month, to celebrate our youth members 
birthdays. January's will take place on the 9th @ 5:30.



   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special  
- Jessica Bingham*
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Alan and Diane Brazell*
- Brayden Davis*
- Gertrude Dickerson* family
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's dad
- Paislee Enterkin* - surgery
- Ron Fields - cancer free!
- Bobbie,* Eddie  Garcia - recovering
- Marcia Jones- Kenya's* Friend
- Baron Lewis* - recovering 
- Locklin Family*- loss of DaddyJack
- Peggy Masoner*
- Ruth Phillips* - loss of Odell
- Stella Prince* - bronchitis
- Angela Ramsey*
- Leigh Smith (E. Lipford's* mother)
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Victims of Hurricane Florence
- Victims of Hurricane Michael

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*  
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Nick Bartell - Vermont

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham 
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Liam Mack
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Eduardo Medrano
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Willie Waitman, Jr. (Pace family)
- Charles Williamson*

Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Jack Webb

Cancer  
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier*-radiation treatment 
- Forest Chapman*
- Ok Davis -  Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* Friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins -  Broadfoot's* friend
- Chris Hendricks -  Baxley's* nephew
- Mark Locklin - colon cancer
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Page Prine - Burnham's* friend
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David Walther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley ?  Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia 
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Rachel (Myers) Ault -  January 5 
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16

CHURCH CALENDAR /  EVENTS
- TODAY: Elders, Deacons, & Ministry Contacts 

Meeting
- December 18: Perc N Prayer
- December 21: Nursing Home Party
- December 29: Wedding 

- Savannah Temple and Eric Schnell  @ Margaret St. @ 6 PM
- December 29: 50th Wedding Anniversary

- Paul and Diana Hutcherson, Location @ Pace Community 
Center. Time is 1:30 PM- 4:30 PM

- December 26, 31 & January 1: Office Closed

"Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much." (James 5:16)



MORNING
Opening Prayer .......................  Joe King  
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin 
.................................................................... I Am Peter
Scripture Reading .......... Spencer Gable 
........................................... 1 Peter 1:3-12

Serving Communion:
Comments ................. Roger Tonneson 
Pat Mense  ............................ Joe Wilson 
Eli Whitney  ........................... Doug Lee 
Paul Lipford  ...................... Alan Brazell 
................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer .................... Rick Martin 

EVENING
Opening Prayer..................... Joe Wilson 
Song Leading ............... Stephen English 
Comments ................... Roger Tonneson

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .............. Richard Fisher 
Communion Prep ................Pace Family  
Nursery ............................... Sandra King 
......................................... Amanda Makar 
PowerPoint  ................... Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ...................  Jackson Lash 
Opening Prayer ................... Billy Helms 
Devotional .............................. Rick Bird

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 116 
AM Worship ..................................... 205 
PM Worship ..................................... 103 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 133 
Contribution ...............................  $8,389

ELDER CONTACT FOR DECEMBER:
Primary .................................... Doug Lee 
Secondary ................................ John Pace

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please turn in your Group Folders on 
Sunday Night worship so Blisse can 
update attendance on Monday.

BENEVOLENCE

- Receiving Items: 1/8/19 @ 9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 1/10/19 @ 9:30AM
- Distribution:  1/10/19 @ 2:15 PM 
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat    

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters are available on the 
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!


