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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  D ecem ber  9, 20 18

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

 Are We A Fr iendly Congregat ion?
by Neal Pollard*

    While we must be concerned with doing what we do in worship according to Christ's expressed will, we 
must also be sure to reflect His love to strangers, newcomers, outsiders, and otherwise unfamiliar faces. To 
improve upon our friendliness, we should consider the following principles:

1. We must stop expecting that others w i l l  represent us in fr iendl iness.
Maybe we look at those few members of the congregation that "go after" our visitors and conclude that 
they are covering the bases for the rest of us. They cannot reach everybody, but even if they can their 
friendliness does not let us off the hook. Dear reader, the chances are great that I am challenging you!

2. We must not use our  introver ted nature as an excuse.
Introverts may mistakenly conclude that extroverts are merely 
doing what comes natural to them. As a representative of the 
extrovert clan, may I suggest that connecting with visitors requires 
effort. Everyone must make an effort!

3. We must avoid think ing that the visi tor  bears responsibi l i ty 
to be fr iendly.

We are the hosts and they are the guests. It's hard to come into an 
unfamiliar place where you know no one and reach out to them. 
This is our "home turf," and we must always take the initiative!

4. We must practice the Golden Rule (Matthew  7:12).
"Therefore whatever you want men to do you, do also to them ..." Again, put yourself in their shoes. 
Treat them how you'd want to be treated if in their place.

5. We must see ourselves as direct representatives of Jesus.
2 Corinthians 5:20 calls us just that. Treat visitors exactly like Jesus would. Seek them out and do 
everything within your power to let them know how glad you are they are here.

6. We must understand the eternal  impl ications of being fr iendly to visi tors.
Wouldn't it be awful if we contributed to someone being discouraged, even to the point of walking away 
from Christ? We cannot minimize the eternal impact, for good or ill, we make by how we do this matter.

7. We must break  out of our  ruts and routines.
What creatures of comfort we are! We must get uncomfortable and change our current habits. Avoiding 
eye contact, walking past unfamiliar faces, withdrawing into ourselves, talking only to those who talk to 
us or those we feel comfortable with may be the niche we've carved for ourselves over a long period of 
time. Confront those well established patterns and insist on breaking them.

*Neal Pollard is the preacher for the Bear Valley church of Christ in Denver, Colorado.



- SNAC TONIGHT @ Jeff & Brooke Scott's house. 
Guys bring drinks, girls bring desserts, and wear 
warm clothes for outdoor activity.

- EYC begins December 27th. Details to come. 
- Students participating in winter activities, please 

submit a schedule to Casey ASAP.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Mot ives Mat t er

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Caleb Cochran
Timothy Keller tells this fable - Once upon a time there was a gardener who grew an enormous carrot. So he took it to 

his king and said, ?My lord, this is the greatest carrot I?ve grown or ever will grow. Therefore I want to present it to you as a 
token of my love and respect for you.? The king was touched and discerned the man?s heart, so as he turned to go the king 
said, ?Wait! You are clearly a good steward of the earth. I own a plot of land right next to yours. I want to give it to you freely 
as a gift so you can garden it all.? And the gardener was amazed and delighted and went home rejoicing. But there was a 
nobleman at the king?s court who overheard all this. And he said, ?My! If that is what you get for a carrot - what if you gave 
the king something better?? So the next day the nobleman came before the king and he was leading a handsome black stallion. 
He bowed low and said, ?My lord, I breed horses and this is the greatest horse I?ve ever bred or ever will. Therefore I want to 
present it to you as a token of my love and respect for you.? But the king discerned his heart and said thank you, and took the 
horse and merely dismissed him. The nobleman was perplexed. So the king said, ?Let me explain. That gardener was giving 
me the carrot, but you were giving yourself the horse."

We find a similar unmet expectation among the people in Isaiah 58. The people?s claim is this: ?Why have we 
fasted and You do not see? Why have we humbled ourselves and You do not notice?? And God provides this answer: 
?Behold, on the day of your fast you will find your desire, and drive hard all of your workers. Behold, you fast for contention 
and strife and to strike with a wicked fist.? (58:3-4). God sees right through their motives and tactics - the use of 
spiritual observance as a lever to gain power over God and get what they want. And He sees that their ?gifts? do 
not match up with the actions and intentions of their hearts. James points out the same tactics and motives behind 
them in his epistle: ?You ask and do not receive, because you ask with the wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 
pleasures (James 4:3).? 

In prayer, in giving, in other forms of worship, in your presentation of your body as a living sacrifice, motives 
do matter. Offer to God what is His, expecting nothing in return. Make sure it is about Him, not about yourself.

Workshop TODAY. Schedule is as follows:

Puppets - 1:45 - 2:30 pm

Song Leading/Songs of Praise - 2:30 - 3:15 pm

Speech - 3:15 - 4 pm

Bible Bowl - 4 - 4:45 pm

Oral Bible Reading - 4:45 - 5:30 pm

See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for 
questions or information.

20 Something's
Christmas Party December 20th @ 6:30 PM

See Blake Hatcher for details

Progressive Dinner
The YG Christmas Party will, again, be a progressive 

dinner on Friday, December 21st. It will begin at 5 pm. 
All youth members and parents need to sign up by 
Sunday, 16th. Anyone wishing to play Dirty Santa 

game needs to bring a $15 gift card.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%204.3


   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special  
- Jessica Bingham*
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Alan and Diane Brazell*
- Brayden Davis*
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's dad
- Paislee Enterkin* - surgery
- Ron Fields - cancer free!
- Bobbie,* Eddie  Garcia - recovering
- Marcia Jones- Kenya's* Friend
- Baron Lewis* - recovering 
- Locklin Family*- loss of DaddyJack
- Peggy Masoner*
- Ruth Phillips* - loss of Odell
- Stella Prince* - bronchitis
- Angela Ramsey*
- Leigh Smith (E. Lipford's* mother)
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Victims of Hurricane Florence
- Victims of Hurricane Michael

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson* 
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*  
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Nick Bartell - Vermont

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham 
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Liam Mack
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Eduardo Medrano
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Willie Waitman, Jr. (Pace family)
- Charles Williamson*

Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Jack Webb

Cancer  
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier*-radiation treatment 
- Forest Chapman*
- Ok Davis -  Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* Friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins -  Broadfoot's* friend
- Chris Hendricks -  Baxley's* nephew
- Mark Locklin - colon cancer
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Page Prine - Burnham's* friend
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David Walther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley ?  Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia 
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Rachel (Myers) Ault -  January 5 
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16

CHURCH CALENDAR /  EVENTS
- December 16: Elders, Deacons, & Ministry 

Contacts Meeting
- December 18: Perc N Prayer
- December 21: Nursing Home Party

- @ 2:00 PM located @ Santa Rosa Rehabilitation Home
- December 29: Wedding 

- Savannah Temple and Eric Schnell  @ Margaret St. @ 6 PM
- December 29: 50th Wedding Anniversary

- Paul and Diana Hutcherson, Location @ Pace Community 
Center. Time is 1:30 PM- 4:30 PM

"Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 
The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much." (James 5:16)



MORNING
Opening Prayer .....................  Rick Bird  
Song Director ................... Mike Brown 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin 
..................................... The Compassion of Christ
Scripture Reading ............... Greg Lewis 
........................................... Luke 15:11-32

Serving Communion:
Comments ........................... Joe Wilson 
Pat Mense  ............................ Joe Wilson 
Eli Whitney  ........................... Doug Lee 
Paul Lipford  ...................... Alan Brazell 
................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer ................ Casey Bearden 

EVENING
Opening Prayer........................ Jeff Scott 
Song Leading ........................ Pete Pierce 
Comments ...........................  Joe Wilson

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .............. Casey Bearden 
Communion Prep ................Pace Family  
Nursery ...........................Sheena Locklin 
......................................... Alyssa Enterkin 
PowerPoint  ................... Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ..............  Stephen English  
Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis 
Devotional ....................... Troy Spradlin

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 147 
AM Worship ..................................... 190 
PM Worship ..................................... 120 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 150 
Contribution ...............................  $6,850

ELDER CONTACT FOR DECEMBER:
Primary .................................... Doug Lee 
Secondary ................................ John Pace

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY DECEMBER 9

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please turn in your Group Folders on 
Sunday Night worship so Blisse can 
update attendance on Monday.

BENEVOLENCE

- Receiving Items: N/A in December
- Preparing Boxes: N/A in December
- Distribution:        N/A in December 
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat    

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters are available on the 
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!


