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W el co m e!
W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!

God Hat es Esau ?
by Troy Spradlin
It is rather common for an enemy of the Bible to attack its veracity by citing alleged discrepancies or appealing to
supposed scientific and historical ?errors.?On the other hand, when a Christian encounters an assumed ?error,?or an
unsettling passage that challenges his faith, what is he to do?The answer is quite simple - allow Scripture to
explain Scripture. This basic principle was understood by the inspired writer of Psalm 119:160, ?The sumof your
word is truth, ...?[emphasis added]. A diligent Bible student always considers everything the Scriptures have to say in
order to discern the truth of a doctrinal question, a confusing word, a strange
custom, or even a difficult passage. The Bible is truly its own best commentary.
One such challenging passage is Malachi 1:2-3 where God states, ?I have loved
Jacob, but Esau I have hated.?If we bear in mind that 1 John 4:7-10 says God is love
and He first loved us, then how can a God of love hatesomeone?Is that not a
contradiction of His character?One must admit this passage presents some
troubling implications for the faith of a Christian. However, by simply considering
more of what the Bible has to say in relation to this passage, it is not difficult to
deduce a reasonable explanation for the manner in which it is worded.
Perusing the immediate context, notice that in the very next verse (v4), the prophet transitions to using the name
?Edom?as a continuation of the discourse. Taking into consideration the historical context, that Edom is the nation
which grew from Esau?s descendants, an attentive Bible student can quickly determine that Malachi is using the
words ?Esau?to refer to the nation of Edom and ?Jacob?to refer to the nation of Israel (2:10-12). The words
proceeding verse four could have been written as,?I have loved the nation of Israel, but the nation of Edom I have
hated.?Therefore, the focus is not on the individuals being named but rather, on God?s chosen people as a whole.
Furthermore, the overall context of the prophecy reveals that the nation of Israel had sinned against God just as
Edom had (2:11), thus, they would be punished - because that which God really hates is sin (Proverbs 6:16-19).
Despite all this, a remnant of His people would be preserved in order to fulfill His promise of the coming Messiah
(4:2-6), attesting to the fact that the passage has everything to do with the sovereign choice of God, desiring to bless
Israel as the genetic source of the Christ (3:1,4), and nothing to do with hating an individual.
Consider also that in verse two God anticipates Israel?s complaint against their imminent punishment and the
accusation that He did not love them, so essentially, He responds by reminding them that not only had He selected
them over all nations, He had selected their lineage from among their own family?s ancestors. He reminds them, "Is
not Esau Jacob's brother?" (v2). Certainly, the children of Israel must have reflected upon how the providence of
God had been working throughout their entire history and it had all been the result of His love for them.
In summary, the context alone teaches that God does not hate anyone. Considering other verses throughout
Scripture also, one can easily resolve that while God certainly abhors an individual?s sinful actions and will punish
those who practice evil (2 Corinthians 5:10; Isaiah 13:11), the Bible never paints Him in the unflattering light of
hating His own creation. Just because man was made in God?s image, does not mean he can or should assume
emotions for God. His character is not so limitedly defined.
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A Br an d New Ph ilosoph y
Casey Bearden
A leader at a Christian College was once asked by a graduating student, ?If you could give me one piece of advice to take
with me into the world, what would it be??The leader responded, ?W atch what most people do in a given situation, and do
the total opposite.?That sounds odd doesn?t it?The student said, ?W hat do you mean??The leader responded with a series of
questions, ?Do most people accept responsibility or place blame??, ?Do most people talk about things or take action??, ?Do
most people look for a solution or are they part of the problem??W ith those questions in mind, the student was presented
with a brand new philosophy on Christian leadership.
We must consider the same things pertaining to our lives and opportunities for leadership. The president of that college
spoke of these events later, and offered his audience the same opportunity for growth. The central message was contained in
these motivational quotes ? ?W hile most decide to be part of the problem? we must be part of the solution. W hile others ask
why? we ask why not?W hile most accept defeat? we accept the challenge to compete. W hile most are overwhelmed by
difficulties? We have transformed them into opportunities. W hile most are focused on obstacles? we remain focused on the
openings. W hile most have given up? we have not given in. W hile most have lost all hope? we remain hopeful. W hile most
resign to talk about it? we resolve to take action. We did not get here by accident or happenstance? we have made a choice
to be a part of this great life. We are here for a reason. We must realize our purpose, our potential, and our greatness that can,
and must, be used to make a crucial impact on this world through serving it for the cause of Jesus Christ.?
Christian Leadership is more than leading in a religious facet. It?s a transformed mindset that we adapt to every aspect of
life, and it attests to our resolve that we can, and will, do everything in our power to influence and serve everyone in our path
with the power of God working through us. So, instead of dwelling on and talking about how bad the world is becoming,
make a choice to have a positive impact on the world around you, and inspire people for good through your attitude and your
actions. Make a choice, today, to get as much as you can out of being a Christian, and pass that blessing on.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

SAVE THE DATE:

- Dates are still available to host a SNAC in 2018.
Schedule is posted on the youth board at the
Information Station.
- Quarterly Parent Meeting TODAY, immediately
after morning services.
- Youth Fun Day @Cannon's on February 24th @1
pm. Sign up by February 21st & bring a dessert.

VBS will take place the week of July 8 - 11. More
details coming soon!

Other Group Information

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Final W orkshops on March 4th and 18th.
Hotel money is due on March 4th. See Jeanna for totals.
See schedule on L2L Bulletin Board for other events &
check for updates on the FB page.

20-Somethings Devo on February 22nd @Blake &
Blisse's house. More details to come.

GROUP LEADERS

Stair-Stacker Monthly SNAC is TODAY @5 pm in
the Fellowship Hall.

Breakout Connections Meeting TODAY, Feb 18 @5:00 pm

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Paislee Enterkin
- Elsa Nunes* - Panama Mission Trip for 28 days
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Many out due to influenza
- Locklin / Lewis family*- death of their grandmother
- Cynthia Bozeman*- death of her sister
Other Health Issues
- Eddie Longmire*
- Dusty Rhodes - Friend of W inston/ Lola; in hospice
- Bingham Family*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Geneva Blanchard
- Mary McGriff*
- Linda Mann*
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Brenda King - Member at Susan St., heart problems
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Jim and Phyllis Blazier*
- John and Gale Broadfoot *
- Janie and Deana W ilson
- Dixie Gorham
- Anita Caraway - mother of Susan Cotton
- Jan W hitney*
- Sue Preston
- Sue Perritt* - broke her back, in recovery
- Sherry Davis*
- Charles W illiamson*
- Barbara Pace*
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Ted Russell*
- Rachel Sullins
- Churck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford

Cancer
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's daughter
- Megan Sanders- Friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
- Paul Meacham - member at Panama St coC
- Brooks Singley*
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Pat Deforest*
- Ray Sweeney - Jan's* husband
- Ensley Webster- Jenny West's* niece
- Amy Boyd
Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- Cody Davis ? Ft Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- John Bartell* - Great Lakes, address @Info. Station
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot

Expectant Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher*- due March 14th
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victorian Manor - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18

Elders, Deacons, Preachers,
and Ministry Contacts:
Meeting - TBA soon

MORNING
Opening Prayer ................... John Pace
Song Director .................... Mike Scott
Serving Communion:
Pat Mense ........................... Jim Loftin
Greg Lewis ......................... Joe Bartell
Eli W hitney ................... Jackson Lash
............................................ Bob Locklin
Comments ..................... Paul Lipford
Scripture Reading ........... John 7:25-36
........................................ Spencer Gable
Closing Prayer ...................... Jeff Scott
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............ Oscar Locklin
Song Leading...................... Jack Webb
Comments ........................ Nick Webb
Secure Building .............. Paul Lipford
Communion Prep. ... Bozeman Family
Nursery ..................... Julie Harrington
........................................... April Estain
PowerPoint ............... Brooks Singley
............................................ Larry Coen
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ................. Jackson Lash
Opening Prayer ................ Joe W ilson
Devotional .......................... Rick Bird
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ....................... 143
AM W orship ................................ 185
PM W orship ................................. 101
Wed. Night Bible Class ................ 118
Contribution ............................. $6,031
ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
Primary ............................... Rick Bird
Secondary ............................. Joe King

ADMINISTRATION
- Office will be closed this Monday
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
- Please make sure to turn in your
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Night worship so Blisse can update
attendance on Monday.
- Please add your birthday and
anniversaries to the calendar at the
information station.
BENEVOLENCE
- Pantry is in need of : Tuna, Mac and
Cheese, and Jelly

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

EDUCATION
- The new quarter begins in March.
Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
FELLOWSHIP
- Visitors: Thank you for coming.
Please take a few moments to fill out
a visitors card so that we might have
a record of your attendance.
WORSHIP
- Service Rosters for January are now
available on the Welcome Desk and
on the Margaret Street website
(listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
- W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ............................. Joe Bartell
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................... Mike Scott
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

