Su n d ay
Feb r u ar y 25, 20 18

W el co m e!
W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!

Un r ealist ic Expect at ion s
by Troy Spradlin
It is basic human nature to enter into a new relationship or an unfamiliar environment with certain anticipations
and suppositions of how the conditions are going to be. Most people desire a scenario that is perfectly fitted to one?s
liking, whether it be a personal relationship or a specific circumstance. Unfortunately, when those expectations are
not met, it often results in unhappiness, discomfort, disappointment, becoming hypercritical, or even reacting with
violence. The tendency is to blame, or accuse the others involved for the perceived failure. Rarely, if ever, does one
recognize their own fault in the matter. It is seldom the case that we ask ourselves, ?W hat is my part in this
problem?? Perhaps, we fail to recognize that our expectations are not the same as the others involved, or that the
circumstances in the scenario are not based upon reality. In other words, we had unrealisticexpectations. The truth is,
no relationship, or situation in life, is perfect. All personal relationships require effort, communication, and
dedication from both sides. All ideal situations are just that, ideal, not necessarily reality.
?All of us hold unrealistic expectations? states clinical psychologist, Miranda
Morris, Ph.D., ?In fact, the biggest unrealistic expectation is that people shouldn?t
have unrealistic expectations.?The issue of dealing with unrealistic expectations
is a phenomenon that is affecting almost everyone in our society. This is because
many of our unrealistic expectations are often conceived from impracticable
sources, such as: movies and TV shows, music lyrics, video games, fictional
literature, and other forms of entertainment, which convince us that those
illusory types are what we deserve in a relationship. As a result, we burden those
around us by placing unrealistic expectations upon them. There are also times
when we can feel burdened by the unrealistic expectations that are placed upon
us by others. In either case, it is not a healthy personality construct, nor is it a
personality characteristic that a Christian should possess. Another clinical
psychologist, Selena C. Snow, Ph.D., adds this, ?Unrealistic expectations are
potentially damaging because they set us and others up for failure.?
I am certainly no professional counselor. However, I do know the Bible is true and reliable for all personality traits
and we can simply base everything upon what the Bible teaches. It teaches that we have control over our
personalities and we are capable of changing it (1 Corinthians 6:11). It teaches that we need to have compassion for
one another (1 Peter 3:8), practice patience and long-suffering (1 Thessalonians 5:14), as well as be kind and gentle,
without being quarrelsome (2 Timothy 2:24). Agape love (Hebrews 10:24) demands that we first give others the
benefit of the doubt in difficult situations (Romans 14:13), that we communicate openly with our brethren
(Matthew 5:23,24; Colossians 3:13; James 5:16), and that we ?Let the word of Christ dwell in [us] richly, teaching and
admonishing each another in all wisdom?(Colossians 3:16). Unrealistic expectations is in direct opposition of, "Let each
of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others," (Philippians 2:4). Having unrealistic
expectations of someone else, ourselves, or a situation is not what God desires in us. It does not reflect Christ in our
lives. After all, have you always fulfilled the expectations that God has for you? - TS
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Th e Pow er of On e Wor d
Casey Bearden
This past week, another horrific tragedy took place as a troubled student entered his school and commenced killing and
wounding many of his peers, teachers and administrators. Sadly, it only gets worse. Parents, students, and friends are seen
searching for someone that they'll never see again, first responders frantically trying to save and rescue those caught in the
cross-hairs, while others are searching for the suspect in order to bring the madness to a stop. There are those witnessing it
across the country who begin to worry and panic about a potential event in their area, and then there is a young man, casually
strolling the woods, who will be arrested and charged with the nightmarish actions. W hile everyone's minds are still trying to
make sense of the day, the only question that can be asked is "why?" W hat made someone commit this sinister crime?
W hile the threat may have been over, the story begins to come together, and the sadness in the event becomes even more
magnified, and not just on the part of those who suffered loss that day. W hile the media is trying to get answers, they
interview students who "knew" the suspect, and try to decipher if there was anything that was precursor to these events.
Many of the succeeding answers were troubling. As a preface to this thought, there is no doubt that the young man was
mentally ill and had a troubled life, and as a US citizen and a creation of God, he will answer for his actions and pay the
consequences... rightly so. That particular description of him is stirring - a creation of God. Since the beginning of time, we
have seen the evidence of Satan and his evil through the actions of God's creation, but the question has always remained could it have been avoided?This doesn't need to be outrageously speculated, as he was very ill and was battling terrible
demons. However, the comments of his peers about their interactions with him shed a great light on the importance of our
love, compassion, and kindness toward others. Many of them spoke of his "creepy weirdness", "frightening demeanor,", etc.,
and more than alluded to the fact that even when he spoke to them, saying "hi" or what have you, their immediate action was
to turn away and pretend he did not exist in that moment. One word - that is all that needed to be said. W ould that have
changed the course of action, maybe not, and those students are definitely not at fault in the matter, but that is not the point.
How many daily instances do we encounter another creation of God, and show them the same type of disregard? One word of
kindness can change the course of a person carrying a burden. Consider the recurring message in God's W ord that speaks of
this kind of power in action (Proverbs 16:24, Ephesians 4:29-32, and 1st Corinthians 13). Never underestimate the power of
love in a kind-spoken word. Blessings! - CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Dates are still available to host a SNAC in 2018.
Schedule is posted on the youth board at the
Information Station.
- There will be no YG events in March in order to
focus our efforts on final preparation for L2L.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Hotel money is due next Sunday, March 4th.
Final W orkshops are as follows:
New T- Shirts!
March 4th
If you would like a Margaret Street t-shirt, the sign up is
March 18th
at the information station. Cost is $10.
Away Speech #1 is next Sunday @Century.
Deadline is March 11th.
Girl's Presentations will be on Wednesday, 14th.
SAVE THE DATE:
See schedule on L2L Bulletin Board for other events
VBS will take place the week of July 8 - 11.
More details coming soon!
& check for updates on the FB page.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Paislee Enterkin
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Many out due to influenza
- Locklin / Lewis family*- death of their grandmother
- Cynthia Bozeman*- death of her sister
Other Health Issues
- Eddie Longmire*
- Bingham Family*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Geneva Blanchard
- Mary McGriff*
- Linda Mann*
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Brenda King - Member at Susan St., heart problems
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Jim and Phyllis Blazier*
- John and Gale Broadfoot *
- Janie and Deana W ilson
- Dixie Gorham
- Anita Caraway - mother of Susan Cotton
- Jan W hitney*
- Sue Preston
- Sue Perritt* - broke her back, in recovery
- Sherry Davis*
- Charles W illiamson*
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Ted Russell*
- Churck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford
- Elsa Nunes*

Cancer
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's daughter
- Megan Sanders- Friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
- Paul Meacham - member at Panama St coC
- Brooks Singley*
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Pat Deforest*
- Ray Sweeney - Jan's* husband
- Ensley Webster- Jenny West's* niece
- Amy Boyd
Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- Cody Davis ? Ft Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- John Bartell* - Great Lakes, address @Info. Station
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot

Expectant Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher*- due March 14th
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victorian Manor - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
ADMINISTRATION
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 25
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
- New 2018 Program of Ministry
MORNING
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
booklets are available if you would
Opening Prayer ................... Rick Bird
like to have one. See Troy for details. .................................... cell: 706-889-3222
Song Director ................. Mike Brown
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Thursday, by noon.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Serving Communion:
- Please make sure to turn in your
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Pat Mense ........................... Jim Loftin
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Greg Lewis ......................... Joe Bartell
Night worship so Blisse can update
attendance on Monday.
Eli W hitney ................... Jackson Lash
ELDERS
Please add your birthday and
............................................ Bob Locklin
anniversaries to the calendar at the
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
Comments .................. Casey Bearden
information station.
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Scripture Reading ........... John 7:37-52
BENEVOLENCE
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
.................................. Cole Weathersbee
Closing Prayer ................ Preston West - Pantry is in need of : Tuna, Mac and ....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Cheese, and Jelly
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
EVENING
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Opening Prayer ..................... Jim Pitts
EDUCATION
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
Song Leading................... Jackson Lash - The new quarter begins in March.
Comments ................. Stephen English
Anyone willing to help teach, please .......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
see Oscar Locklin.
Secure Building ............... Eli W hitney
Communion Prep. ... Bozeman Family
DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
FELLOWSHIP
Nursery ............................. Amy Napier
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
- Visitors: Thank you for coming.
........................................... Sarah Davis
Please take a few moments to fill out Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
PowerPoint ............... Brooks Singley
a visitors card so that we might have Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
a record of your attendance.
............................................ Larry Coen
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
- Service Rosters for March are now
Golden Agers .............................................
available on the Welcome Desk and
on the Margaret Street website
Involvement ............................. Joe Bartell
(listed under "Archives")
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
- If you are having difficulties hearing
Missions ................................... Mike Scott
the sermon, we have wireless
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
the headphones with an alcohol wipe Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
when you return them.
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*
- W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
WORSHIP

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .................... Seth Crider
Opening Prayer ........ Roger Tonneson
Devotional ..................... Troy Spradlin
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ....................... 130
AM W orship ................................ 165
PM W orship ................................. 122
Wed. Night Bible Class ................ 130
Contribution ............................. $6,629
ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
Primary ............................... Rick Bird
Secondary ............................. Joe King

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

