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M ar ch 4 , 20 18

W el co m e!
W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!

A St r ict er Ju dgm en t
by Troy Spradlin

There has been a lot of discussion lately in the news and ?around the water cooler?regarding the passing
of well-known televangelist, Billy Graham. Many have praised and exalted his life?s work with statements
such as, ?Heaven welcomes home one of its faithful.? Many have also condemned him as a false teacher,
stating he has gone to the place where he deserves to be. W hen I hear these kinds of reactions, the words of
an older preacher come to mind, who said, ?You can?t preach ?em into heaven and you can?t preach ?em into
hell. You leave that for God to decide.?It is, indeed, true that it is not my place to judge the eternal destiny
of any individual. That responsibility lies solely with God, for He is the judge of all (Hebrews 12:23).
W hat I do think about, however, is the amount of influence Billy Graham has
had on so many lives throughout the years. How many soul's eternal destination
did he effect? Certainly, no one can deny the impact he has had on the American
religious landscape. W hen I think of Billy Graham, I think of James 3:1, ?My
brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter
judgment.? He will certainly be held to a stricter judgment. But, that verse also
applies to me, as a preacher. I'm going to be held accountable, too. There is a great
responsibility to anyone who decides to teach or preach the W ord of God. It can
affect the eternal abode of the soul. W ith all the influence Billy Graham had, there
was an over duty to ?rightly divide the word,? (2 Timothy 2:15). Did he rightly
divide the word of God, or did he lead people astray? To determine that, it puts
the responsibility back on the hearers because the Bible also gives us examples of how listeners should
respond to people like Billy Graham, or any preacher for that matter, and that is by comparing his words to
the words of the Bible. Take the Bereans, for example, ?they received the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so,? (Acts 17:11). We should also consider Paul?s
admonition, ?Test all things; hold fast what isgood,?(1 Thessalonians 5:21). This implies that even the words
of an Apostle of Jesus were not above careful, Scriptural examination, according to these verses. How much
more so, then, should a modern day preacher?s words be scrutinized?
I wonder how many people, who listened to Billy Graham preach, actually went home and studied the
Scriptures to see if what he had said was true? Or, did they just accept him at his word, thereby entrusting
their souls to his teaching? I wonder how many do the same with my preaching? We should be reminded of
stories like, Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10) who are frightening examples of what it means to ignore God's
instructions and replace them with one's own thinking. Let their charred bodies be a warning to us that
correct teaching, as well as, correct understanding of the Bible is serious business! It matters not, at this
point, where Billy Graham is, or what he has said. W hat matters is what God says. W hat matters is our
personal responsibility to know His will. "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but hewhodoesthewill of My Father in heaven," (Matthew 7:21).
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Re-Focu sin g M at t h ew 10:34
Casey Bearden
In Matthew 10:34, Jesus says, "Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to bring peace,
but a sword." To many who are unaware or uninformed of the message Jesus is speaking, this is open permission to go into
the world looking for a spiritual fight. This is not the message at all. The Jews are expecting Jesus (or whoever the Messiah
will be) to come and restore peace to Jerusalem, and bring peace and prosperity back to them. So that there are no
preconceived notions, Jesus hits them with the cold, hard truth - this isn't about peace on earth. In fact, the revolution that He
will bring about will challenge men's allegiance, fortitude, and focus. This will be a spiritual battle - a battle for your heart and
the victory of eternal salvation. But wait... In John 16, Jesus says, "In Me you will have peace." Yes, and that's the point. He
continues on in that passage and says, "In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart, I have overcome the world."
This spiritual life is a battle - one that we need to be be armed and ready for everyday. We will endure persecution &
hardship, which is exactly the message Jesus was sending. If we are coming to Jesus in search of earthly peace and prosperity,
we're going to be very disappointed because what Jesus is offering, we're going to have to fight for. Fight who though?Satan,
the world, our family... yes - if they oppose your faith and are actively trying to take that from you.
Here's where the re-focusing needs to happen. Although faith is a battle, it doesn't mean we wake up everyday looking for
a fight... we're just prepared to battle if the situation arises. I think about our country's past wars - no one wanted to go war, it
was just a matter of defending and protecting freedoms that were being threatened because peace couldn't be made. Consider
the leaders of most countries - peace treaties are discussed, and if agreements can't be made or certain actions are taken that
threaten another's livelihood, they go to war. You see, even though we are prepared for battle, our first initiative should be to
bring peace. "But Jesus said He didn't come to bring peace?" Again, remember the context, and the message in the John. Jesus
is about peace - that can only be found in Him. Let's be real - isn't this what the world needs instead of another battle to fight?
As Christians, we have the only real peace that can be attained, but no one can experience that peace if we approach them
swinging a sword in their face. Think back to Peter... his response was to fight, and Jesus told him to put it away. W hy?
Because the very real, horrific action that would be taken against Jesus was the very action that would allow Him to bring that
peace to fruition. The "sword of spirit" is to be used for our spiritual battle, but the message that lies within is not to kill
others with, but to bring them life they have never known. May we seek to bring the world the peace of Jesus Christ. ~ CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Dates are still available to host a SNAC in 2018.
Schedule is posted on the youth board at the
Information Station.
- There will be no YG events in March in order to
focus our efforts on final preparation for L2L.

Family Campout
Join us on March 23-24 @Camp Paquette for our
annual Family Campout. The cost is $2 a person.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Hotel money is due TODAY, March 4th.
W orkshop TODAY & the final one is March 18th.
Away Speech #1 is TONIGHT @Century.
Girls need to arrive @4:45 & boys arrive @5:45.

The campout will start at 3 pm on 3/ 23.

Girl's Presentations will be on Wednesday, 14th.

Sign up @Information Station

See schedule on L2L Bulletin Board for workshop times
& other events. Check for updates on the FB page.

See Jeff Scott for details.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Paislee Enterkin
- Pat Lundy - recovering from gallbladder surgery
- Bob Locklin - surgery
- Ruth W illiams - recovering from surgery
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Many out due to influenza
- Locklin / Lewis family*- death of their grandmother
- Cynthia Bozeman*- death of her sister
- Ed Howell* - fell and broke his hip
Other Health Issues
- Eddie Longmire*
- Bingham Family*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Geneva Blanchard
- Mary McGriff*
- Donald McGriff*
- Linda Mann*
- Beverly Mann*
- Brenda King - Member at Susan St., heart problems
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Nevaeh Hayes
- John and Gale Broadfoot *
- Janie and Deana W ilson
- Dixie Gorham
- Jan W hitney*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's mother
- Sue Perritt* - broke her back, in recovery
- Sherry Davis*
- Charles W illiamson*
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Ted Russell*
- Churck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford
- Elsa Nunes*

LADIES QUARTERLY BDAY LUNCHEON
March 17 @10:30 in the Fellowship Hall.
All ladies welcome! Jan. thru Mar. birthdays will be
honored guests! All others please bring salad.
Sign up @Information station. Or, see Lola, Phyllis, Eli.

Jay Gospel Meeting
Begins today with normal Sunday service times, and
continues through Friday, every night @7 pm.

Cancer
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's daughter
- Megan Sanders- Friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
- Brooks Singley*
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Pat Deforest*
- Ray Sweeney - Jan's* husband
- Ensley Webster- Jenny West's* niece
- Amy Boyd - surgery to remove March 8th
Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- Cody Davis ? Ft Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- John Bartell* - Great Lakes, address @Info. Station
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
- Jimmy Pitts - being sent to Japan

Expectant Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher*- due March 14th
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

W EDDING BELLS!
All are invited to attend the Marriage Ceremony of
Anna Grace Lane to John Blake Temple
March 24 @2:00 PM
Margaret Street Church of Christ
Reception immediately following the ceremony.

Ladies Game Night
March 17 @4:00 in the Fellowship Hall

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, MARCH 4

ADMINISTRATION

MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe King
Song Director ................ Blake Hatcher
Serving Communion:
Brett Napier ................... Mike Brown
Glenn Smith ....................... Joe Bartell
Paul Lipford ...................... Mike Scott
................................. Cole Weathersbee
Comments .............. Eddie Longmire
Scripture Reading ......... John 7:53-8:11
.............................................. Josh Lewis
Closing Prayer ............ John Broadfoot
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............. Oscar Locklin
Song Leading.............. Stephen English
Comments .............. Cole Weathersbee
Secure Building ................. Larry Coen
Communion Prep. ........ Mense Family
Nursery .................... Elizabeth Lipford
...................................... Hannah Brown
PowerPoint .................. Phyllis Blazier

- New 2018 Program of Ministry
booklets are available if you would
like to have one. See Troy for details.
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
- Please make sure to turn in your
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Night worship so Blisse can update
attendance on Monday.
- Please add your birthday and
anniversaries to the calendar at the
information station.

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ....................... 132
AM W orship ................................ 181
PM W orship ................................. 266
Wed. Night Bible Class ................ 120
Contribution ............................. $9,602
ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
Primary ............................... Joe King
Secondary .......................... Doug Lee

Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS

Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
BENEVOLENCE
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
- Next Pantry is Thurs, March 8th.
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
- We need help on Tues, March 6 with Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
picking up food and unloading it at
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
the building @9:30 AM. See Dennis
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
Maduell if you can help.
- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese .......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
EDUCATION
- The new quarter begins today.
Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
FELLOWSHIP

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .................... Seth Crider
Opening Prayer ................ Joe W ilson
Devotional ............................ Joe King

STAFF

- Visitors: Thank you for coming.
Please take a few moments to fill out
a visitors card so that we might have
a record of your attendance.
WORSHIP
- Service Rosters for March are now
available on the Welcome Desk and
on the Margaret Street website
(listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
- W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ............................. Joe Bartell
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................... Mike Scott
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

