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W el co m e!
W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!

Jesu s Goes t o Ch u r ch
by Troy Spradlin
Jesus woke up early today. He was so excited because today is Sunday, the first day of the week! This is the
day the church comes together to worship God! Oh, indeed, how wonderful it was going to be! To see
like-minded people coming together to sing praises to our Creator, to lift up prayers to Him, and to listen
to God's W ord being proclaimed as everyone's heart and attention would be focused on bringing glory to
His name - how thrilling it would be! As Jesus prepared for worship, He began to rejoice knowing that God
will be in the presence of that assembly. Before Him, the church would cheerfully give back a portion of
that with which they had been blessed and they would participate in the memorial supper, remembering
the sacrifice Jesus had made for them long ago. Jesus was so excited! His mind and emotions were prepared
to enter into that assembly and that joyful chorus! He couldn't wait to see His church, His brethren!
As Jesus arrived early at the church building, He entered with a
smile and a glowing exuberance. Sadly, no one paid any attention to
Him. No one greeted Him or shook His hand. "Well," He thought to
Himself, "they're just busy getting prepared for worship! I'll just make
my way inside and get seated." As He entered the auditorium, He
noticed there weren't many people seated inside. A few minutes later,
the song leader announced the "opening song" number and without
much enthusiasm. Dispassionately, the few that were seated, began to
sing. Jesus was a bit confused, but He joined in the singing, as He struggled to understand why so few were
there. Ten minutes or so into the worship hour, Jesus noticed some rather distracting sounds and chatter in
the foyer behind Him. People were talking and shuffling about as they were haphazardly entering worship
during the singing and even during prayer! It was difficult for Jesus to concentrate during the prayer
because of all the bothersome commotion. Many more people were now seated in the auditorium. Several
continued to linger in the foyer. Jesus thought, "I wonder what must have happened to cause so many to be
late?W as there an accident, perhaps?" Again, He turned His attention to singing.
Shortly afterward, the preacher got up to speak. "I love this part!" Jesus said, "We get to hear God speak
to us through His word!" But, the preacher only briefly mentioned a verse here and there and didn't even
open the Bible he held in his hand. He just told some cute stories and made everyone laugh. Jesus was now
visibly disappointed. He began to just concentrate on Communion. "Maybe they'll show a little more
respect during this part of worship," He thought. But, at the moment the servers were making their way to
the front, several people got up to go to the bathroom. People were still talking in the foyer. Surprisingly,
everyone did seem a bit more solemn and focused during the actual partaking of the bread and juice, but as
soon as it was completed, more people got up to go to the back ... and some even left! After the final prayer
was offered, Jesus was leaving the auditorium when the preacher grabbed His hand to shake it and said, "It
was so great to see you! Hope you enjoyed the service!" Jesus slowly walked back to His house. Jesus wept.
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If Tom or r ow Never Com es
by Casey Bearden
Garth Brooks had a very popular song some years ago called ?If Tomorrow Never Comes?. The concept of the lyrics
was this: if he were suddenly gone, would the person to which he had ?committed?his life, know how much they
were truly, and completely, loved and cherished. The same could be asked about our relationship with Christ, and
probably is by many. There are several accounts in the Gospels where Jesus invites someone to follow Him. Some
go, and some do not. W hy didn?t everyone go?Weren?t they willing?Yes, but it just wasn?t a good time for them,
according to several, ?justifiable?reasons. That resonates with many of us doesn?t it?We may not be saying ?No?to
Christ, but rather, we're saying ?not right now?. There are a lot of Christians who have become comfortable with a
half-hearted relationship with Christ because we have every intention of one day going "All- In" and being
completely committed. We don?t really think about the fact that we aren?t truly following Him, and that we have a
lukewarm faith because we know ? one day ? we will follow Him. Look at the responses given to Christ?s call in
Matthew4:18? 22 & Luke5:27 ? 28and see how they contrast to our responses today. This is the type of heart Jesus is
looking for. The most common response among Christians, when asked about the time in which they?ll get serious
about their relationship with Christ is, "Tomorrow". We often treat our relationship with Christ like the bad habits
we keep meaning to get rid of and the good things we want to start doing. We say, "tomorrow, for sure".
There?s a story of a guy named Scott, who in High School, attended Church and really felt the desire to follow
Christ in a serious way. But Scott had a problem. He wanted to wait until ?tomorrow?. He wanted to graduate high
school first. He did, but when College came he wanted to wait until he graduated College. After receiving his
degree, he really thought that might be a good time, but he wanted to find a job first. He found a job and then
became consumed in his work, but he promised God that he was going to get serious about following Him. He just
wanted to find a wife and let things slow down. He found his wife, got married and they had a few kids. He and his
wife started talking seriously about getting back in Church and getting more involved, but it never seemed like the
right time. For over 25 years Scott told God ?tomorrow?? and the good news is that one day Scott finally did find
his way back to Christ; he became completely committed, and still is today. W hile that is a nice story, comparable
to the Prodigal Son, you should know what Scott lost much in the ?land of tomorrow?. His wife left him and took
the kids. He sees them every other weekend, which leaves him plenty of time for his AA meetings. Scott found out
that a tomorrow without Christ holds nothing but divorce, addiction, and unmanageable debt, and here?s the
saddest part ? just like Scott?s story, tomorrow only becomes today when something goes awry in our ?perfect?
existence and we hit rock bottom.
Furthermore, waiting till tomorrow only gets worse when we see it isn?t what we?ll lose between now and then it?s if tomorrow never comes. The truth is that the longer we put Him off, the better the chance we may never
commit to Him. Stop waiting for tomorrow. The time is now and today is here. Blessings! ~ CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Dates are still available to host a SNAC in 2018.
Schedule is posted at the Information Station.
- There will be no YG events in March in order to
focus our efforts on final preparation for L2L.
- Next SNAC: April 8th in FH, hosted by W ilson's.
- Next Area W ide is April 22nd @Scenic Hills.

Children's Baskets
Donations are needed for Children's Easter Bags:
Individually wrapped Easter candy, mini bags of
cookies and crackers, small juice boxes, or cash.
Please give donations to Renee Ray or April Estain no
later than Sunday, March 25th.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Final W orkshop is TODAY.
Guys Presentations at Margaret St. will be TONIGHT &
25th. Please arrive no later than 5:45 pm.
Mandatory Convention Travel Meeting on 25th
immediately after morning service.
Banquet is April 21st.
See schedule on L2L Bulletin Board for workshop times
& other events. Check for updates on the FB page.

GA Mission Trip
Initial Roll-out Meetings are April 15th & 29th.
More details coming soon.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Amy Boyd - surgery
- Cynthia Bozeman*- death of her sister
- Mike Brown* - recovery
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Paislee and Lakelyn Enterkin*
- Bob Locklin* - surgery
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Tanya Silcox - pneumonia
- Don W alker - Director of SW SBS, heart problems
- Stacey Weathersbee
- Ruth W illiams* - recovering from surgery
Other Health Issues
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Chuck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Elsa Nunes*
- Sue Perritt* - broke her back, in recovery
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles W illiamson*
- Jan W hitney*

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Pat Deforest*
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooks Singley*
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
- Ray Sweeney - Jan's husband
Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- John Bartell* - Corry Station, address @Info. Station
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - being sent to Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Expectant Mothers
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

W EDDING BELLS!
All are invited to attend the Marriage Ceremony of
Anna Grace Lane to John Blake Temple
March 24 @2:00 PM
Margaret Street Church of Christ
Reception immediately following the ceremony.

Area Gospel Meeting
Scenic Hills church of Christ - March 25-28 @7:00 pm
Speaker: Drake Jenkins on "Godly Homes"

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, MARCH 18

ADMINISTRATION

- New Pictorial Directories are now
available to MSCOC families! If you
would like a copy, please contact the
office in order to receive one.
- New 2018 Program of Ministry
Serving Communion:
booklets are available if you would
like to have one. See Troy for details.
Brett Napier ................... Mike Brown
Deadline for all bulletin items:
Glenn Smith ....................... Joe Bartell
Thursday, by noon.
Paul Lipford ....................... Mike Scott
- Please make sure to turn in your
.................................. Cole Weathersbee
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Comments ..................... Jak Gallagher
Night worship so Blisse can update
attendance on Monday.
Scripture Reading ........... John 8:31-42
........................................ Michael Brown Please add your birthday and
anniversaries to the calendar at the
Closing Prayer ................ Russell Estain
information station.
MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... John Pace
Song Director ..................... Mike Scott

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS

Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
BENEVOLENCE
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
EVENING
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
Opening Prayer ................. Bob Locklin - Next Pantry: April 12
Pantry
needs
:
Tuna,
Mac
and
Cheese
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Song Leading....................... Nick Webb
Comments ........................... Jack Webb
EDUCATION
- New Bible Class Schedules have been
W orship Service and Preparation:
printed and are available at the
Secure Building .............. David English Welcome Desk
Communion Prep. ........ Mense Family - . Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
Nursery ................................ Renee Ray
.............................................. Ashley Ray
FELLOWSHIP
PowerPoint ................... Phyllis Blazier - Visitors: Thank you for coming!
Please take a few moments to fill out
a visitors card so that we might have
WEDNESDAY EVENING
a record of your attendance.
Song Leading ................... Jackson Lash
WORSHIP
Opening Prayer .............. Oscar Locklin
Devotional ............................. Doug Lee - Service Rosters for March are now
available on the Welcome Desk and
on the Margaret Street website
WEEKLY REPORT:
(listed under "Archives")
Sunday Bible Class ....................... 133
- If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ................................ 202
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
PM W orship ................................. 90
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Wed. Night Bible Class ................ n/ a
you can sign out and return after
Contribution ................................. n/ a
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
when you return them.
Primary ............................... Joe King
- W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Secondary .......................... Doug Lee

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

