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W el co m e!
W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!

HE IS RISEN!
by Troy Spradlin
"Up from the grave He arose! He arose a Victor from the dark domain, and He lives forever with His saints
to reign. He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!" We sing that song with such exuberance! Yet, how
many of us have ever actually considered just how shocking those words really are and certainly would have
been to the people who heard them for the first time. Imagine the talk on the streets in first century
Jerusalem. A man, a very dead man (one whom many had witnessed being brutally executed a few days
earlier) had come back from the dead! Imagine hearing the words, "He arose!" for the very first time. Folks,
that's something that doesn't happen everyday. In fact, it had never happened before. W hat a shock!
In order to help us capture the magnitude of this news, imagine, if you will, a
similar, shocking scenario. On November 22, 1963, news of the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy had spread almost instantly around the world.
Americans, all over the country, just stopped whatever they were doing and
froze, in silence, shocked at the news. No one could believe it and for the next
several days, everyone was consumed with the news; the President was dead.
Isn't that the same scenario we see in Jerusalem some 2000 years ago? News of
a shocking death traveling around the various social circles.
Now, imagine that three days later, John F. Kennedy was reported to be
alive! He had been seen by many people and was walking about and talking
with his friends and family! W hat would be more shocking to you? The news
of his assassination, or the news of his resurrection? Now, perhaps, you see
how incredible this news would have been to those first century witnesses.
The resurrection is the very foundation of Christianity. Our entire faith is based upon the fact that Jesus
Christ arose from the grave. Consider the apostle Paul's words, "And if Christ has not been raised, then our
preaching isin vain and your faith isin vain," (1 Corinthians15:14). Think of all the many religions of the world.
If you study their history, you will find that every single one of them has a founder, one who had begun that
particular faith. W hat separates Christians from all of those? The difference is all of their leaders are dead
and buried somewhere, yes every one of them; you can even go and visit some of their resting places except one, Jesus Christ. There is no grave, tomb, mausoleum, cenotaph, or sepulcher that contains the
bones of our Lord and Savior. He is the ONLY one that has risen from the dead and continues to live! Is
that not simply incredible?He arose! No other religion in the world makes such a bold claim, nor can they!
"But now Christ isrisen from the dead, and hasbecome the first-fruitsof those who have fallen asleep. For since by
man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. For asin Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive," (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). Because He lives, we may have life eternal. He conquered death so that
we might inherit eternal life. W hat incredible news! It may have been shocking in the first century, but
how marvelous it must have been to hear, also .... and it still is today! - TS
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TIPS FOR CHURCH VISITORS
by David Sproule
Welcome visitors! We're glad you're here! One of the hardest things to do is to visit a church, especially
if you have never been there. Questions flood the mind:?What will thischurch belike?Will they befriendly to
me?What istheir worship going to be like?Are they going to make me feel uncomfortable?What does this church
even believeor teach about certain things?Should I even go??
W henever one visits a church, it is usually ?put it to the test?(sometimes subconsciously). ?Dothey havea
place for me to park?Are there signs showing me where to go?Does anyone greet me and show kindness to me?
How?sthe temperature and the lighting?Isthe service exciting and enjoyable??Those are some of the things that
might be noticed and remembered about a church. But, may I suggest to you that there is a much greater
?test?(a Biblical one) to put to every church when you visit? In a grander scheme, here are some things to
examine that really matter.
Examine their worship. Does their worship seem to be man-centered or God-centered? Does it seem
that the focus is on pleasing the worshiper or on pleasing the One being worshiped? Jesus said that ?true?
worship places the attention squarely upon ?God? and humbly glorifies ?Him in spirit and truth? (John
4:23-24). As the true object of worship, He alone possesses the authority to direct the worship. So, put
every church to the test! Examine their worship!
Examine their teaching. Not every church teaches the same thing. Listen very carefully to what is being
taught. Is there a book, chapter and verse for everything they teach?Are they teaching ?the whole counsel?
(Acts 20:27) of God?s W ord? Are they ?speaking as it were oracles of God? (1 Pet. 4:11), or are they
speaking, as it were, the oracles of man? Follow the example of the Bereans, who ?searched the Scriptures
daily to find out whether [the things they were being taught] were so? (Acts 17:11). Put every church to
the test! Examine their teaching!
Examine their interaction. How do the church members treat each other? Is there a genuine love
expressed for each member, regardless of who they are? Does the church announce about and show
concern for members who are not doing well? Is it evident that the people, while imperfect, sincerely care
for one another? Jesus said, ?By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another?(John 13:35). Put every church to the test! Examine their interaction!
Everything that is said and done by a church must be by the authority of Jesus Himself (Col. 3:17). W hen
you visit the church of Christ, examine their worship, teaching and interaction. Does it match the Bible?
Feel free to ask questions.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Next SNAC: April 8th in FH, hosted by W ilson's.
- Next Area W ide is April 22nd @Scenic Hills.

Stair Stackers
- Our next SNAC will honor all the birthdays for
March & April.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Our youth and many of our number are in Atlanta,
Georgia TODAY at the Lads to Leaders Conference.
All of the hard work our youth put into this is for
more than just this one day, it is for God's glory!

GA Mission Trip

Be sure and join us April 21st for the L2L Banquet

Initial Roll-out Meetings are April 15th & 29th.
More details coming soon.

Breakout Connection Groups

Special Contribution Sunday
Sunday, April 29 will be a Special Contribution Day

Begin meeting again next Sunday PM April 8
Special Leader / Co-leader meeting - April 8
@5:00 pm in the "Upper Room"

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Amy Boyd - recovering from surgery
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Paislee and Lakelyn Enterkin*
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Jeff Scott's mother - surgery
- Don W alker - Director of SW SBS, heart problems
- Stacey Weathersbee
- Jan Sweeney
Other Health Issues
- Harper Berry (Lipford family)
- Mike Brown*
- Jim & Phyllis Blazier
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Chuck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Thelma Nixon
- Elsa Nunes*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles W illiamson*
- Jan W hitney*

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Pat Deforest*
- Ron Fields
- Ronnie Jenkins (friend of Broadfoots)
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooks Singley*
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
Military
-

Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
John Bartell* - Correy Station
Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale ? Virginia
Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Expectant Mothers
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

LIVE STREAM SERVICE SUSPENDED
Due to what we believe to be a political motive against
religious institutions, YouTube has suspended our live-stream
service, claiming we are "violating terms of service."
As anyone knows, who has watched our live-streamed
worship services and classes, we at Margaret Street have done
nothing to warrant such action against us.
To our on-line viewers: we apologize for the inconvenience
and rest assured that we are working on securing a new
live-stream service that will respect the beliefs and practices of
religious organizations like Margaret Street church of Christ.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, April 1

ELDERS, DEA CONS,
PREA CHERS, & M I NI STRY
CONTA CTS M EETI NG
- A PRI L 15 @ 4:30 PM !

MORNING
Opening Prayer ......................... Joe King
ADMINISTRATION
Song Director ....................... Pete Pierce
New
Pictorial
Directories are now
Sermon ........................ Richard McCool
available to MSCOC families! If you
Scripture Reading ........... Spencer Gable
would like a copy, please contact the
............................................... John 9:1-16
office in order to receive one.
- New 2018 Program of Ministry
Serving Communion:
booklets are available if you would
Comments ..................................... TBD
like to have one. See Troy for details.
Spencer Gable ..................... Eli W hitney - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
Michael Brown ................... Justin Davis
Pat Mense ............................. Chris Davis Please make sure to turn in your
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
.................................................................
Night worship so Blisse can update
Closing Prayer .......................... Jeff Scott
attendance on Monday.
EVENING
Opening Prayer .............................. TBD
Song Leading................................... TBD
Comments ...................................... TBD

BENEVOLENCE
- Next Pantry: April 12
- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese
EDUCATION

- New Bible Class Schedules have been
W orship Service and Preparation:
printed and are available at the
Welcome Desk
Secure Building ......................... Joe King
Communion Prep .......... Louise English - Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
Nursery ........................ Julie Harrington
FELLOWSHIP
.......................................... Molly McCool
PowerPoint ..................... Phyllis Blazier - Visitors: Thank you for coming!
Please take a few moments to fill out
a visitors card so that we might have
WEDNESDAY EVENING
a record of your attendance.
Song Leading ..................... Jackson Lash
WORSHIP
Opening Prayer ........... Eddie Longmire
Devotional .............................. John Pace - Service Rosters for April are now
available on the Welcome Desk and
WEEKLY REPORT:
on the Margaret Street website
(listed under "Archives")
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 147
If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ..................................... 210
PM W orship ...................................... 158 the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... n/ a
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Contribution ............................ $9368.17
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
Primary ..................................... Joe King
when you return them.
Secondary ................................Doug Lee
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

