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Th e Br ot h er h ood Police
By Troy Spradlin
Jesus frequently had to deal with several divergent, religious sects, which had emerged within Judaism
before His arrival. The groups had specific names, such as Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, Essenes, and
Zealots. Most of them had their own interpretation of the Scriptures and how it affected them, especially
politically. None of them exhibited the true heart of righteousness that God desires within man, according to
Jesus (Matthew 15:7-9; Luke 11:37-54). Some of the groups also played the role of religious "police" among
the Jewish community (Matthew 21:23-27), operating under the authority
of the Sanhedrine (John 11:47). At times, this "policing" characteristic was
enacted in conjunction with the formal, temple guard (Matthew 27:65;
Acts 4:1), and sometimes, apart from them. These religious police were
often found to be complete hypocrites (Matthew 23:4). In the end, it
would be those "police," the members of those religious sects, that
ultimately, were instrumental in killing the Son of God.
Regrettably, there are brethren in the church today that like to function as a type of "Brotherhood Police."
W hile there exist various groups within the Lord's church who may interpret the Scriptures differently than
others, the "Brotherhood Police" take things a step further. Their basic modus operandi is to scour out any
blatant transgressors of tradition or perpetrators of feigned piety from among the brotherhood. These are
those individuals (sometimes whole congregations), that take it upon themselves to deeply scrutinize
otherwise autonomous congregations and individuals, outside of their own congregation. They often surmise
whether or not a congregation or individual is worthy of extended fellowship, should be marked as a false
teacher, and/ or is apostatizing from the faith in some fashion, or another. Then, they also take it upon
themselves to publicize their findings in different brotherhood media, like periodicals and blogs, or by
spreading rumors around. One time, I sat down with one of our brethren, who frequently displayed this
policeman characteristic, and simply requested they explain one thing to me, "W hat is the purpose of the
church?" Their response was revealing. "To debate thy cause! To protect the Truth!" was the answer. My
distressed response was, "No, brother. That is only one aspect of the work of the church, but it is not her
purpose. Her purpose on this earth is to seek and save the lost," (Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:19-20).
It is truly disheartening to read about spiritually inclined men acting the way they did in the first century. It
is just as disheartening to see spiritually inclined men acting that way today. Well would we do to remember
the parable of Jesus, "First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out
of your brother's eye" (Matthew 7:5). Let us never draw lines of fellowship in places where God hasn't drawn
any Himself. Remember also, one of the things God hates is, "One who sows discord among brethren"
(Proverbs 6:19). W hile we should certainly mark false teachers and practice church discipline, we simply
don't have the Biblical authority (or, "jurisdiction") to go outside of the boundaries of our own, autonomous
congregation in order to "police" the actions of others. Jesus did not say, "Blessed are the peace officers." He
said, "Blessed are the peace makers. For they shall be named sons of God," (Matthew 5:9). - TS
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Lit t le Toy Gu n s
by Casey Bearden
A few years ago, Carrie Underwood released a song titled, "Little Toy Guns". The theme of the song
focused on the damaging impact words can have on us. The chorus of the song went like this - "I wish wordswere
likelittletoy guns- Nosting, nohurt noone, just a "bang bang" rolling off your tongue. I wish wordswerelikelittletoy gunsNosmoke, nobullets, nokick from thetrigger when you pull it, nopain, nodamagedone. I wish wordswerelikelittletoy
guns." So often, that is how many of us view our words - "they are not doing anyone any harm." Sure, there are
many deadly weapons available and other countless ways in this world to cause a great deal of harm to another
human being. W ords cannot directly take a life, draw blood, or leave a bruise, but we underestimate the emotional,
mental, and spiritual power they contain. The truth is, it is often the subtle, emotional tactics that cause
long-lasting, negative effects on a person, more so than a physical weapon.
The book of James speaks of the dangers that come from the mouths of people, going as far as to compare
their effects to the power of a ship rudder, the ability to start a forest fire, and deadly poison. W ords are deadly and
hard to control, which is why we should always consider what we are saying and how we are saying it. In reference
to the comparisons above, those scenarios have the power to impact the lives of more than one person, which is
something to consider when we say something to someone, or even indirectly about someone. Our words will not
only impact the life of the one it is directed at, but anyone and everyone who hears what is said. The collateral
damage of gossip, bad language, or hateful comments can be more catastrophic than we realize. A person can be
emotionally "hanging by a thread", and a mishandled comment can send them spiraling, which may cause negative
effects on them, their family, and friends. Consider those who you gossip about to others... is their view of that
person now skewed?Do they feel justified to spread that gossip to others?Do your kids now look at another
person the same way you do because they overheard your comments about them, even though they do not know
them on a personal level?W ords have consequences.
The book of proverbs contains a great deal of wisdom in reference to how one speaks. Proverbs 12:18
carries a lot of weight in this context when it says, "Thereisonewhoserash wordsarelikesword thrusts, but thetongue
of thewisebringshealing." You see, the tongue can be a deadly weapon, if not handled properly. Have you said
anything hurtful or negative to or about someone recently?Make it a point to be more mindful of the words you
choose to say. Blessings!
~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- SNAC next Sunday, May 6th @Mense's.
- Blessing Bag Project on Wednesday, May 9th, @5
pm in the Fellowship Hall. (More details to come)
- AIMCON (July 20 - 22) registration deadline is June
3rd. $50 fee for those not attending GA Mission
Trip. Sign-up will be available next week.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Coaches Debrief:
Saturday, May 5th, @9 am in the Fellowship Hall.

Stair Stackers

GA Mission Trip

Next SNAC will be May 27th.

Initial Roll-out Meeting TODAY, in MS classroom,
immediately after 5th Sunday fellowship meal.

Gulf Coast Bible Camp
Brochures are available @the Information Station.

Graduation Banquet
The banquet to honor all of M. St. high school and
college grads for this year will be on May 20th.
If you were unable to attend the planning meeting,
please see Casey for details.

HELP W ANTED: Anyone interested in being a
counselor for a week of camp, Middle School Week,
June 24-30, welcomes any Margaret St. member to be
on staff. See Casey Bearden TODAY if interested.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Amy Boyd - recovering from more surgery
- Paislee Enterkin*
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Dorothy Longmire family (loss of brother, Garland)
- Rafael and Mary Salinas
- Sara Speer family (Jim Loftin's sister)
- Stacey Weathersbee
- Linda W illiams family (loss of brother, Donald)
Health Issues
- Harper Berry (Lipford family)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Mike & Angela Brown*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Chuck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles W illiamson*

CHURCH CALENDAR
- April 29 - May 2: Gospel Meeting @Innerarity
Point church of Christ. See Information Station
- May 6: Men's Breakfast @7:30 am in F.H.
- May 6-11: Gospel Meeting @Baker COC
- May 10: Pantry Distribution Day
- May 12: Ladies Day @Susan St. COC - 9:30 am.
- May 15: Perc' -n- Prayer @7:30 am
- May 19: Ladies Game Night @4-6 pm in F.H.

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Pat Deforest*
- Ron Fields
- Bill Hadder
- Ronnie Jenkins (friend of Broadfoots)
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooks Singley*
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
Military
-

Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
John Bartell* - Correy Station
Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale ? Virginia
Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

Expectant Mothers
- Talor Freeman - due September
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, April 29

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

- MSCOC T-Shirts are available at the
MORNING
church office.
Opening Prayer ........................ Joe King
- Pictorial Directories are available to
Song Director ...................Troy Spradlin all MSCOC families! If you would
Sermon ............................ Casey Bearden like a copy, please contact the office
..................................................WhoAmI? in order to receive one.
Scripture Reading ............... Seth Crider - 2018 Program of Ministry booklets
are available if you would like to
........................................... John 10:22-33
have one. See Troy for details.
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Serving Communion:
Thursday, by noon.
Comments .......................... Joe W ilson - Please make sure to turn in your
Spencer Gable ................... Eli W hitney
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Night worship so Blisse can update
Michael Brown .................. Justin Davis
attendance on Monday.
Pat Mense ........................... Chris Davis
BENEVOLENCE
...............................................................
Closing Prayer ................... Bob Locklin
EVENING
Opening Prayer .......................................
Song Leading ...........................................
Comments ...............................................
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ...................... Rick Bird
Communion Prep ......... Louise English
Nursery ............................ Megan Lewis
............................................... Patsy Scott
PowerPoint ................... Phyllis Blazier

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS

Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
- Next Pantry: May 10
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese John Pace .................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
EDUCATION
- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
FELLOWSHIP
- Visitors: Thank you for coming!
Please take a few moments to fill out
a visitors card so that we might have
a record of your attendance.
WORSHIP

- Service Rosters for May are available
WEDNESDAY EVENING
on the Welcome Desk and on the
Song Leading ....................
Margaret Street website (listed under
Opening Prayer .......................
"Archives")
Devotional ................................ Joe King - If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
WEEKLY REPORT:
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 113
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
AM W orship ................................... 196
services. *Please remember to clean
PM W orship ...................................... 99
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... 127
when you return them.
Contribution .......................... $8,706.00
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
Primary ................................... John Pace
Secondary ............................... Rick Bird

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

