Su n d ay
A p r i l 8, 20 18

W el co m e!
W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!

LADS TO LEADERS
Since its foundation in 1968, the mission of Lads to Leaders (L2L) has been to develop youth into Christian
leaders. From a group of eight boys in that first year to more than 20,000 today, the mission has remained the
same. Over a quarter of a million participants have obtained leadership training through the L2L program
since 1968. W hile many congregations report that they are losing half or more of their youth,
congregations that incorporate L2L events (especially year-round) are reporting youth retention rates of
85% or higher, ten years after graduation! W hat makes the difference? The year-round participation
concept (L2L is not just a one week-end youth event) and involving youth in regular study of God?s W ord.

- There are more than 30
different events in which our
young people may participate
in the Lads to Leader program.
- This year, we had 27 young
people from Margaret Street
participate in this year's
convention in Atlanta.
- Of those 27 MSCOC youth,
39 awards and trophies were
brought home for their efforts!

- Individual participants and
teams of 74 congregations of the
Lord's church were represented
at this year's convention in
Atlanta, Georgia.
- Avalon and Jay churches of
Christ were present, also!
- Conventions were also held
(simultaneously) in: Dallas,
Denver, Louisville, Memphis,
Nashville, Orlando, and Visalia.

Margaret Street has a long history with Lads to Leaders. We are now sending a second generation of
young people to L2L conferences who are participating in multiple events. These are the children of parents
who once participated in the program themselves! Those parents are now, not only helping our youth
prepare throughout the year at their home congregation, but are also serving as judges and volunteers at the
national convention, along with many other volunteers. Lads to Leaders is truly a family affair!
Because of their loving dedication, we would like to offer a sincere "thank you" and deep appreciation to
all of our parents, coaches, and members who encouraged, taught, and mentored our young people during
their studies and preparations for this year's convention. We especially would like to thank David and
Jeanna English for all their hard work and their commitment to our young people for this program.
We would also like to say, "Congratulations!" to all our L2L youth participants. W hether you won a
trophy or not, we are extremely pleased with all of your accomplishments! Remember, it's not about a
trophy or the competition (although that may be fun). More importantly, God is being glorified in your
efforts and you are growing into a leader / leaderette within the Lord's church!
Please join us at our annual MSCOC Lads to Leaders Banquet this April 21st, in the Fellowship Hall,
as we honor all of those who participated in this past year's program.
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Ju st Lik e Jesu s Does
by Casey Bearden
"Okay, sweetheart, it's time to talk to God and rest." This is the typical statement made each night
before we put our daughter to bed for the night, and each time, we sit down together, pray, and say our "I
love yous" and "good nights." Those are some of our favorite moments as a family, but our 1 year old
took it to greater heights this past week. I'm truly starting to understand what Jesus meant by telling us to
become like little children. In their tiny, inexperienced minds, God works through them to get to us. As
we made our statement that it was time to pray and rest, she responds, "Like Jesus does?" "W ow!", I
thought to myself, and responded, "Yes, baby, just like Jesus does."
So often, we talk about how being a Christian is being like Christ, and how every aspect of our
lives should become an image and representation or extension of Him. We work tirelessly to make sure
we do everything like He would have done it, say it like He would have said it, and think like he would
have thought, yet how many of us have stopped to rest like He rested and just spend time with God? We
are a busy people. Every hour of our lives is consumed by something that we have to do. We often confuse
Christianity for being something that we must be busy doing. If we honestly take a look at the life of Jesus,
especially in the heart of His ministry, he was busy, but he also took a great deal of time to "talk to God
and rest." We put a great deal of emphasis on the work Jesus did, but it was in those moments of solitude
that He found the strength to continue on and fulfill those miraculous deeds. We sing a song derived from
a Psalm, "Be still and know." There is power in that short phrase. W hen we can stop, be still, rest, and
allow ourselves to be with God, there comes a blessing of resolve, power, strength, and rejuvenation that
we can't get anywhere else. Sure, you can down a few 5 Hour Energy shots that claim "no crash", but do
they truly provide the boost we need, the one only God can provide?
So much of our Christian desire is to be like Jesus. So, why aren't we trying to develop every aspect
of His wisdom shared through His humanity? Church, there is a lot of work to do, but we won't do
anyone any good if we aren't refreshed by true rest and interaction with God. This is not a charge to get 8
hours of sleep (do that if you can), but rather to find daily moments to "unplug", rest your mind, read your
Bible, and spend time in personal prayer. It's time to talk to God and rest. "Like Jesus does?" "Yes, just like
Jesus does." Blessings!
~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- SNAC tonight, 8th, in FH, hosted by W ilson's.
- Next Area W ide is April 22nd @Scenic Hills.

Stair Stackers
- Our next SNAC will honor all the birthdays for
March & April on the 22nd.

LADS TO LEADERS
Building Godly Leaders

Lads to Leaders 2017-2018 was a great success!
We want to extend our gratitude to David & Jeanna
English for all of their efforts. Thank you for loving
the church and our students.

GA Mission Trip

Don't forget that April 21st is the L2L Banquet.

Initial Roll-out Meeting on April 29th
(after 5th Sunday fellowship meal)

Breakout Connection Groups

Gulf Coast Bible Camp
Brochures are now available @the Information Station

Begin meeting again TONIGHT
Special Leader / Co-leader meeting - TODAY
@5:00 pm in the "Upper Room"

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Amy Boyd - recovering from surgery / more surgery
- Pat Deforest* - removal of kidney, more tests
- Paislee and Lakelyn Enterkin*
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Jeff Scott's mother, W anda - recovering from surgery
- Sara Speer (Jim Loftin's sister)
- Stacey Weathersbee
Other Health Issues
- Harper Berry (Lipford family)
- Mike Brown*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Nevaeh Hayes
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Chuck Lipford - father of Paul Lipford*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Thelma Nixon*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles W illiamson*

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Pat Deforest*
- Ron Fields
- Ronnie Jenkins (friend of Broadfoots)
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooks Singley*
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff
Military
-

Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
John Bartell* - Correy Station
Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale ? Virginia
Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Expectant Mothers
- Andrea Weekley - due April 18th
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince*
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Andalusia Manor - Eunivae Bozemen
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon*
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY, April 8

ELDERS, DEA CONS,
PREA CHERS, & M I NI STRY
CONTA CTS M EETI NG
- A PRI L 15 @ 4:30 PM !

MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Doug Lee
Song Director ............... Casey Bearden
ADMINISTRATION
Sermon ........................... Troy Spradlin - New Pictorial Directories are now
.................................. Blessed Assurance
available to MSCOC families! If you
Scripture Reading ............... Josh Lewis
would like a copy, please contact the
office in order to receive one.
........................................... John 9:17-31
- 2018 Program of Ministry booklets
are available if you would like to
Serving Communion:
have one. See Troy for details.
Comments ........................ Rick Martin
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Spencer Gable ................... Eli W hitney
Thursday, by noon.
Michael Brown ................. Justin Davis - Please make sure to turn in your
Pat Mense ........................... Chris Davis
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Night worship so Blisse can update
...............................................................
attendance on Monday.
Closing Prayer ............ John Broadfoot
BENEVOLENCE
EVENING
Opening Prayer ....... Forrest Chapman
Song Leading ................... Jackson Lash
Comments .......................... Nick Webb
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................... Josh Lewis
Communion Prep ........ Louise English
Nursery .............................. Sandy King
...................................... Amanda Makar
PowerPoint .................. Phyllis Blazier
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ............. Stephen English
Opening Prayer ................... Joe Bartell
Devotional ......................Troy Spradlin
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class .......................... 147
AM W orship .................................. 205
PM W orship ................................... 158
Wed. Night Bible Class .................. 125
Contribution ......................... $5,662.00
ELDER CONTACT OF MONTH:
Primary ................................... Joe King
Secondary ..............................Doug Lee

- Next Pantry: April 12
- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

EDUCATION

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

FELLOWSHIP
- Visitors: Thank you for coming!
Please take a few moments to fill out
a visitors card so that we might have
a record of your attendance.
WORSHIP
- Service Rosters for April are now
available on the Welcome Desk and
on the Margaret Street website
(listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

