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Anger  Beget s Anger
By Troy Spradlin    

    One of my instructors at Southwest School of Bible Studies once said, ?A husband and wife should never 
yell at each other ... unless there is a fire!? That is funny, in one sense, but it is also true. Harsh arguments and 
angry words are never constructive for a marriage, or any relationship. Never! Kind words and wisely used 
speech will always build a stronger relationship. Solomon teaches this principle in Proverbs 15:1-2.
   A sof t answer turns away wrath ?  Gentleness will disarm those who are angry. 
When someone confronts us, our natural defense is to shield ourselves. We will 
often retaliate with angry speech of our own. It is difficult to remain calm and deal 
with the situation in a loving manner. Hard arguments and disagreements are always 
handled best with soft words. Gideon?s conduct in Judges 8:1-3 is a good example. 
   But a harsh word stirs up anger ?  A word that causes pain will create resentment. 
Wrath will produce wrath and anger will beget anger. Using harsh or afflictive 
words in an argument is equivalent to throwing gas on a fire! Arguments become 
more escalated when each party continues to use hateful speech. Ephesians 4:26 
teaches "Be angry, and do not sin: do not let the sun go down on your wrath."
   The tongue of  the wise uses knowledge rightly ?  Knowing what to say and when to say 
it requires experience and wisdom. This only comes with time. It?s unfortunate when 
we intend to say something kind but instead, our words end up causing pain because they weren?t applied 
correctly. There are times when even wise counsel can be foolishly given. Choose your words wisely.
   But the mouth of  fools pours forth foolishness ?  One of my favorite quotes is, ?Better to be thought of as a 
fool, than to open one?s mouth and remove all doubt.? God gave us one tongue and two ears. We should take 
the hint that maybe we should listen twice as much as we talk. Learning to listen takes a lot of practice for 
some of us. It is human nature, but we should remember Solomon?s proverb and do so wisely.
   Once a word leaves our lips in anger, or malice, it is forever out there where it may continue to cause hurt. 
An older, wiser preacher once told me that if you do allow a harsh word to be spoken to a loved one that you 
later regret saying, then go to that person and "take back" every single word. Verbalize to them your remorse 
and retract everything you said. Do not just leave the words with them by offering a simple "I'm sorry." Part 
of having agape love for others means looking out for their best interest. Your lingering hateful words are 
certainly not something that is in their best interest. Take them back!
   James describes the power of our speech in a very poetic manner, "And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. 
The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set 
on fire by hell" (James 3:6). He goes on to say that "no man can tame the tongue," and that "with it we bless our God 
and Father, and with it we curse men," (3:8,9). Perhaps, the most difficult part of being a Christian is watching 
what we say. If we are to love God with all our being and love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-39), 
then, speaking kindly to others is a clear indication of that love in action. 



- SNAC tonight @ Mense's. Guys bring drinks, girls 
bring desserts, and everyone bring a chair.

- Blessing Bag Project on Wednesday, 9th, @ 5 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall. (More details to come)

- AIMCON (July 20 - 22) registration deadline is June 
3rd. $50 fee for those not attending GA Mission 
Trip. Sign-up will be available later this week.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

How Do We Get  Kids "Unplugged?"

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden

Recently, there have been countless studies, articles, and reports done on the issue of kids and their electronic 
devices. Most everything we deal with in parental life and raising kids is something that we did ourselves, are familiar with, 
or our parents dealt with when we were that age. This ... not so much. The age of having information and entertainment at 
the tip of your fingers is really, in the great scheme of it all, a brand new fad, and just like anything else, we are just beginning 
to learn more about it's benefits and dangers. 

Lately, the desire of a kid indulging in "screen time" has been compared to that of an opioid addiction, in the 
"satisfaction" it provides, but especially when it is threatened to be taken away. Several of you may have already experienced 
episodes of lashing out and withdrawn, depressed behavior as a result of taking a device away from your child. However, this 
is not an article about whether screen time is good or bad for your child, that is a parental decision, but rather an avenue to 
promote certain things to assist with the "unplugging" and the overseeing process of their devices. Here is a snippet of an 
article, by a fellow YM, that promotes a tool that can be of help.

"Screen Time Parental Control is an app that parents will love and kids (at least mine) will hate! This is a full-featured, screen 
time monitoring app for iOS and Android, including Kindle. With this app, parents can not only remotely monitor a child?s screen time 
but also set daily time limits and other restrictions. For instance, you can set a daily use limit for M-F and another for the weekend. When 
the daily limit is reached, the apps on the device will not be usable. However, you can exclude apps from this limit, such as messaging and 
phone apps, or the Bible app for instance. Also, the app includes ?tasks? that the child can choose to complete to earn extra time, such as 
clean your room for 15 more minutes, or 1hr outside play for 30 more minutes?it?s up to you!  There is a bed-time/ lights out setting that 
shuts down the device regardless of remaining time, and a bedtime end time that allows you to control when they can start in the 
morning. With Screen Time, you can see usage per app so that you know which apps are being used the most. And the best way to get 
your child?s attention? The ?pause? feature! Tap the pause button, and they are instantly, temporarily, locked out. Add a message to the 
?pause? notice that they receive, and no more yelling upstairs to come to dinner! I really can?t say enough about this app, but I love that all 
of this is customizable per child, so your teenager can have different limits than your 8 yr old. If you?re looking for a screen time 
monitoring solution for your family, look no further than Screen Time."

Although I am not experiencing the same issues that parents of older kids are ( I do not envy you), these behaviors 
are starting to present themselves earlier and earlier in children who are beginning to experience "screen time". Again, this is 
not a platform stating whether a parent should or shouldn't introduce electronics to their children (your kids, your choice), 
but rather an avenue to provide "food for thought" and tools to help. This will be a battle that all parents will fight, and it is 
not going away any time soon. It is my prayer that this article helps in that process. Blessings! ~ CB

GA Mission Trip
Make-up Roll-out Meeting (for those unable to attend 

last week) TONIGHT @ 5:30, in MS classroom.

All Participants need to turn in commitment forms, no 
later than, this Wednesday, 9th.

Gulf Coast Bible Camp
Brochures are available @ the Information Station. 

Early Bird registration ends on May 15th.

Stair Stackers
Next SNAC will be May 27th.

Graduation Banquet
The banquet to honor all of M. St. high school and 

college grads for this year will be on May 20th.
If you were unable to attend the planning meeting, 

please see Casey for details.
Grads need to turn in their bios and pictures for 

bulletin by May 16th. 

20-Somethings
Devo - Tuesday, May 15 @ 6:30. See Blake Hatcher for 

more details.



Special  
- Amy Boyd - recovering from more surgery
- Paislee Enterkin*
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering from surgery
- Dorothy Longmire family (loss of brother, Garland)
- Rafael and Mary Salinas
- Sara Speer family (Jim Loftin's sister)
- Stacey Weathersbee
- Linda Williams family (loss of brother, Donald)

Health Issues 
- Harper Berry (Lipford family)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Mike & Angela Brown*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham 
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Zebadee Hamilton
- Glenn Harrison* - congestive heart failure 
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Jan Sweeney
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles Williamson*

Cancer 

- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier
- Sandi Coppedge - friend of Jeanna English
- Pat Deforest*
- Ron Fields
- Bill Hadder
- Ronnie Jenkins (friend of Broadfoots)
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooks Singley*
- Mary Smith - friend of Mary McGriff 

Military

- Andrew Atchley ? Deployed
- John Bartell* - Correy Station
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia
- Brandon Hogan - F18 Pilot
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Forsyth House - Stella Prince* 
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Sandy Ridge Care Center - Ed Howell*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

Expectant Mothers
- Talor Freeman - due September
- Sydnie Lewis- due June 25th

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

CHURCH CALENDAR
- May 6-11:  Gospel Meeting @ Baker COC
- May 10:  Pantry Distribution Day
- May 12:  Ladies Day @ Susan St. COC - 9:30 am. 
- May 15:  Perc' -n- Prayer @ 7:30 am
- May 19: Ladies Game Night @ 4-6 pm in F.H.
- May 20: Grad Banquet in the Fellowship hall
- May 24: No Golden Ager's classes
- May 25: Office will be closed

MOVED TO MAY 15th!



MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Doug Lee 
Song Director ................ Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
.............................................. Commitment
Scripture Reading ....... Stephen English 
........................................... John 10:34-42
 
Serving Communion:
Comments ......................... Rick Martin
Greg Lewis ...................... Oscar Locklin 
Glenn Smith .....................  Bob Locklin 
Allen Brazell ............. Roger Tonnesson 
............................................. Eli Whitney
Closing Prayer ........... Dane Harrington

EVENING
Opening Prayer ............... Oscar Locklin 
Song Leading ............... Stephen English 
Comments .......................... Rick Martin  

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .......... Darrell Bozeman 
Communion Prep ......... English Family 
Nursery ............................. Brooke Scott 
.............................................. April Davis 
PowerPoint  .................. Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ...................  Jackson Lash
Opening Prayer ................ Phillip Webb 
Devotional ............................. Doug Lee

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 129 
AM Worship .................................... 204 
PM Worship ................................... N/A  
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... 133 
Contribution ............................. $15,152

ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
Primary ................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary ............................... Doug Lee

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MAY 6TH
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- MSCOC T-Shirts are available at the 
church office.

- Pictorial Directories are available to 
all MSCOC families! If you would 
like a copy, please contact the office 
in order to receive one. 

- 2018 Program of Ministry booklets 
are available if you would like to 
have one. See Troy for details.

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

BENEVOLENCE

- Next Pantry: May 10
- Pantry needs : Tuna, Mac and Cheese

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters for May are available 
on the Welcome Desk and on the 
Margaret Street website (listed under 
"Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 

Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 

Please take a moment to fill out a visitors 

card, or sign our guest book so that we 

might have a record of your attendance. 


