"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Ju l y 22, 20 18

Par agu ay M ission Repor t
by Troy Spradlin
On May 24, 2018 Mike Scott, Andrea and myself boarded a plane headed to Paraguay, South America for a special,
one-week trip. The purpose of the trip was three-fold: (1) to go see how the church has faired without any full-time
missionaries working there, (2) to see what we could do to help the church there, and (3) to introduce our new
Deacon of Missions, Mike Scott, to the work and church in Paraguay. God blessed us with a very successful trip!
First, we visited the Avenida Sacramento congregation and worshiped
with them on Sunday morning (top photo). Andrea and I worked with this
congregation for seven years. W hen we walked in, they were holding a
men's business meeting, we noticed they had repainted and made repairs to
the building, and later, their worship was conducted solely by Paraguayans!
Our hearts were overflowing with joy to see our brethren doing so well!
One of the newer converts, Sergio Jara, has really grown spiritually and has
developed into one of the church's leaders. The second photo (on the left) is
Mike with church leaders, Ike Yegros and Sergio Jara. You might also want
to know that the couple who lost their children to that horrific fire, Hector
and Patricia, are doing well and have remained faithful (third photo).
That afternoon, we worshiped with the San Lorenzo church of Christ.
They were so excited to see us! This is the church we planted in 2013 and
they just celebrated their five year anniversary this July! We had a great visit
afterwards and they gave a nice presentation about how well the
congregation is doing. The bottom picture is from a special meeting with
the church leaders from San Lorenzo, asking for help to purchase property
in order to build a meeting facility. They are currently renting and the
owner keeps raising the rent every year. Please pray for them.
On Monday, we drove six hours to the South of Paraguay to visit our
brethren in Pilar. Enrique and Leti Albera had moved there back in 2017
and had planted the church in that small town of 29,000 souls. Sadly, things
have not gone well for them. Enrique's work hadn't panned out the way he
had hoped and he also had a bad motorcycle accident where he broke his leg.
This caused him to seek other work which has also presented its difficulties.
He explained to us that they were going to have to close the doors of the
church there and return to Asunción, where he could find gainful
employment. It is sad, but sometimes a reality in the Lord's work.
Seeing how things are going pretty well in Asunción, Paraguay, our
missions ministry at Margaret Street has decided to focus our future energies on planting the church in the
Encarnacion / Posadas region of Paraguay - an area of 1.5 million people where no church of Christ exists. We must
plant and water, knowing God will provide the increase! (1 Corinthians 3:6) We ask that you pray for the church in
Paraguay, our missions ministry, and that we may find a missionary to help us with our new objective.
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" 4 Reason s Wh y We Need Apologet ics - Par t 1"
by Jack Wilkie
One of the most challenging areas of study for the Christian is that of apologetics, or Christian evidences.
Because the information can get pretty deep in a hurry, it?s tempting to make the assumption that the study of
apologetics is only for preachers and people in academic settings. The truth is, though, your Christian faith is being
bombarded every single day. You are likely to be surrounded by people every day who don?t share your beliefs
about God or the Bible, and many of them have their arguments lined up as to why. It?s vitally important that we as
Christians ground ourselves in apologetics. Here are the first two, of four, reasons why.
It?s A Different W orld
There was a time when the majority of people in America held at least a somewhat similar foundation of beliefs.
They believed in absolute truth, in God, and often in the Bible. That?s just not the case anymore. It?s hard to start in
on the plan of salvation with someone who doesn?t believe God exists. In order to reach people, we have to be able
to draw a path from where they are to a place where we can begin to discuss God. That?s why we need to learn
apologetics.
Evangelism
I will make this stipulation to the last point ? simply winning apologetics debates in an era of skepticism won?t
convert folks. For most people, the head follows the heart. Many have to want Christianity to be true before they
will accept that it is. It?s for this reason that Jesus said our unity and love for each other would be what shows the
world that He is from God and that we are His (John 13:34-35, 17:20-23). Once we have their hearts, though, that?s
when we need to be able to give answers to the difficult questions that may still give people pause. If at that point
we don?t understand the evidences for God and His W ord, we will be little help to them. They might agree that
there is some real substance to our way of living, but they might still be unconvinced that Jesus truly rose from the
dead or that the Bible wasn?t just slapped together long after the events depicted within. That?s why we need to
learn apologetics.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

GA Mission Trip

- Next SNAC is August 5th @Broadfoot's.
- Last Blast will be August 17th. Details coming soon.
- Elder's Banquet is August 25th. Details to come.

The Youth Group & members of the Mission Ministry
are away this week assisting the Boardtown
congregation in GA with their ministry efforts. Please
pray for their success and safety.

2018 - 2019 YG Area-W ide Schedule
The month of August begins the next year's Area W ide tour for the Gulf Coast congregations. We are excited to
present the theme to our parents and teens in what we hope to be a fun and beneficial opportunity for personal,
spiritual, and relational growth.

"TRUTH/ LIES"
We'll examinecommon statements/ beliefstheworld hassold us, and exposing them with Biblical truth.
August 19? Summerdale - ?You Can?t Change Anything?;
September 16? Azalea City - ?You Have Time?
October 21? Margaret Street - ?God W on?t Give You More Than You Can Handle?;
November 9-11? FUEL Retreat @GCBC (Keynote: Eric Gray);
December 2? Creekwood - ?You Are Defined By W hat Others Think About You?;
January 13? Spanish Fort - ?My Value Is Based On My Achievements?,
February 24? Scenic Hills - ?Let Your Heart Be Your Guide?;
March 17? Regency - ?Good People Go To Heaven?,
April 14? Robertsdale - ?If You Aren't In A Relationship, You Can't Be Happy?

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Josie Bevis - born @23 weeks, friend of Hatchers*
- Aiden Burkley - Scott's* grandson, baptism
- Barbara Helms* - recovering
- Joe King* - recovering, waiting results
- Baron Lewis* - broke arm, upcoming surgery
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering, more procedures
- Masoner Family - death of Darrell Masoner
- McCool Family - on passing of Doris McCool
- Sharee Patrick - Sheena/ Megan's* Mom
- Odell Phillips - recovering from fall
- Stinson Family - death of Jeremy Stinson
- Jan Sweeney - death of her husband
- Gale Thames* - recovering
- Kim Young - Blisse's sister-in-law, to be induced 7/ 30
Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Eduardo Medrano- Rhonda Locklin's brother in law
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles W illiamson*

Cancer
-

Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
Phyllis Blazier* - chemo treatments
Ok Davis - member @Jenks Avenue CoC
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - brother of Elsa Nunes*
Jim Gates - friend of Rhonda Locklin*
Ron Fields - chemo therapy
Chris Hendricks - Terry Baxley's* nephew
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kendra Longmire
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - Friend of the English Family*
Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher*
Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
Brooksanne Singley*

Military
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB, SD
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? T.A.D.
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.
Nursing Home / Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

Expectant Mothers
- Talor Freeman - September 7th
- Kimberly Young - August 18th

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

SUNDAY, JULY 22

You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !

Vi si t or s:

Please take a moment to fill out a visitors
MORNING
card, or sign our guest book so that we
Opening Prayer ..................... Rick Bird
might have a record of your attendance.
Song Director ...................... Mike Scott
MINISTRY
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
ANNOUNCEMENTS
...... "Seven Messagesfrom Seven Churches"
ADMINISTRATION
Scripture Reading ....... Dennis Maduell
............................................. John 14:1-14 - Pictorial Directories are available to
all MSCOC families! Please contact
Serving Communion:
the office in order to receive one.
Comments ........................ Rick Martin - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
Pat Mense ........................... Seth Crider
Spencer Gable ................. Russell Estain - Please make sure to turn in your
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Chris Davis ....................... Jackson Lash
Night worship so Blisse can update
................................................ Jim Loftin
attendance on Monday.
Closing Prayer ............ Eddie Longmire - Its that time again to order the
Gospel Advocate. If you are
EVENING
interested in signing up to receive it,
Opening Prayer .............. David English
please see Jim Pitts.
Song Leading ................. Spencer Gable
BENEVOLENCE
Comments ....................... Jackson Lash

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .............. Blake Hatcher
Communion Prep ............. Pace Family
Nursery ............................ Brooke Scott
.............................................. Patsy Scott
PowerPoint ................. Brooks Singley
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .................. Jackson Lash
Opening Prayer .............. Oscar Locklin
Devotional ....................... Justin Barnes
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 142
AM W orship .................................... 180
PM W orship ..................................... 107
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 133
Contribution ............................... $7,994
ELDER CONTACT FOR JULY:
Primary ..................................... Joe King
Secondary ............................... Doug Lee

- Receiving Items: 8/ 7 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 8/ 9 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 8/ 9 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat
EDUCATION
- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

