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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Ju ly  29, 20 18

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin  
   The correct idea, or concept of the "Kingdom of Heaven" (also called the "Kingdom of God") is an important 
Biblical subject that a great majority of religious people simply do not understand. This is not some outlandish 
statement because all one has to do is a make a quick Internet search, pick up a book in a religious bookstore, or start 
a conversation with a denominational friend and the result will be a plethora of diverse opinions. Beliefs range from 
the kingdom has yet to be established, to it was secretly established, or that it was established and has already passed, 
and so forth. Very few denominational teachers will acknowledge that the kingdom was established in the first 

century and it continues today (in fact, none that I have found will 
acknowledge that). In my personal experience, only the church of Christ 
recognizes the kingdom of heaven as an active, present reality. Why is that? 
Are we missing something that everyone else sees? Could we be wrong, since 
everyone else seems to agree that the kingdom hasn't been established yet?

   First of all, remember that not only did the people of Jesus' time 
misunderstand the concept of His kingdom (Luke 17:20,21; 19:11; John 
18:36), but even His own disciples didn't quite understand, "Lord, will You at 
this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" (Acts 1:6). Their perception was quite 
different from reality. They had the unrealistic expectation that the kingdom 

would be a physical, earthly domain. That Jesus would set up a visible, territorial state or government in the land of 
Israel. This same reasoning still happens today. People still expect that Jesus will establish a corporeal, terrestrial 
realm ... in Israel. So, it is not surprising that people still do not understand the true nature of the kingdom. In fact, 
most will perform incredible hermeneutic gymnastics in order to force the Scriptures to conform to their 
perceptions and ideas. It is sad and it is abominable! Peter dealt with this same issue, even in his day (2 Peter 3:16). 
Just because the majority may believe something, does not automatically mean that what they believe is true.

   Second, Jesus came to earth to establish His kingdom (Matthew 16:18,19; John 6:38; 18:36) and He prophesied that 
it would come within the lifetime of His apostles "with power" (compare Mark 9:1 with Acts 1:8). So, when exactly 
was the kingdom established? When did that "power" come? It came in the first century, during the lifetime of the 
apostles, just like Jesus said it would (Acts 2:4). Either that, or there are some really old apostles still walking around! 
Peter then used the "keys to the kingdom" to open the "door," which is Jesus (John 10:9), and ushered in those who 
desired to enter (Acts 2:41,47; John 3:5). The church, is not some "Plan B" to the establishment of the kingdom, as 
some like to teach, nor is it separate from the kingdom - they are synonyms! 

   Third, consider that Jesus uses the terms church and kingdom interchangeably in Matthew 16:18 and 19. Consider 
that John says he is already in the kingdom when he pens Revelation (1:9). You can't be in something that hasn't come 
yet. Notice that we are conveyed into the kingdom (Colossians 1:13,14). In fact, you should read and study the word 
kingdom (found 164 times), kingdom of God (found 70 times) and kingdom of heaven (found 32 times) in your Bible. 
Forget what some commentary, or some denominational preacher has to say (he can't get you into heaven anyway, 
only you can get you into heaven) and just listen to what the word of God has to say. You will find that the Kingdom 
of Heaven/God is here among us now and extends from here to heaven. It began on the Day of Pentecost and will 
continue for eternity. But, don't just take my word for it, read God's word. It will bless your life!

THE KINGDOM CONCEPT 



- Next SNAC is August 5th @ Broadfoot's. 
- Last Blast will be August 17th. Details coming soon.
- Elder's Banquet is August 25th. Details to come.
- Students participating in fall activities, please submit 

a schedule to Casey ASAP.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

4 Reasons Why We Need Apologet ics - Par t  2

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Jack Wilkie
   One of the most challenging areas of study for the Christian is that of apologetics, or Christian evidences. 
Because the information can get pretty deep in a hurry, it?s tempting to make the assumption that the study of 
apologetics is only for preachers and people in academic settings. The truth is, though, your Christian faith is being 
bombarded every single day. You are likely surrounded by people every day who don?t share your beliefs about God 
or the Bible, and many of them have their arguments lined up as to why. It?s vitally important that we as Christians 
ground ourselves in apologetics. Here are the last two, of four, reasons why.

Fake news
    ?Fake news? has been one of the hot terms of the last few years, and that was probably inevitable in our 
post-truth society. Since many believe truth is relative, they have no problem bending it to suit their argument. 
Consequently, Christianity is constantly being attacked with various forms of fake news ? fabricated ?hidden? 
books of the Bible, claims that the Bible stole from other cultures, claims that the Bible is full of contradictions, etc. 
The further we grow into this post-Christian society, the more people there are who are well-versed in these false 
arguments against God and His word. That?s why we need to learn apologetics.

Fortifying our own faith
    Doubt can creep into the minds of even the strongest, longest-tenured Christians. Difficult life circumstances 
can make us ask the tough questions like ?Why does God let bad things happen?? Worldly pressure can cause us to 
be unsure of who God is or if He really exists. If we don?t have a solid foundation of truth and know how to find 
answers for these questions, we will crumble. That?s why we need to learn apologetics.
    You don?t have to know every argument for every challenge raised against the Christian faith. But it?s vitally 
important in this post-Christian, post-truth age that we know where to turn for answers when our faith is put 
under attack. The more we know about these topics, the more we will be ?prepared to give an answer for the faith 
that is within us.?

2018 - 2019 YG Area-Wide Schedule
The month of August begins the next year's Area Wide tour for the Gulf Coast congregations. We are excited to 
present the theme to our parents and teens in what we hope to be a fun and beneficial opportunity for personal, 

spiritual, and relational growth.

TRUTH/LIES
We'll examine common statements/ beliefs the world has sold us, and exposing them with Biblical truth.

August 19?  Summerdale - ?You Can?t Change Anything?
September 16?  Azalea City - ?You Have Time?

October 21?  Margaret Street - ?God Won?t Give You More Than You Can Handle?
November 9-11?  FUEL Retreat @ GCBC (Keynote: Eric Gray)

December 2?  Creekwood - ?You Are Defined By What Others Think About You?
January 13?  Spanish Fort - ?My Value Is Based On My Achievements?

February 24?  Scenic Hills - ?Let Your Heart Be Your Guide?
March 17?  Regency - ?Good People Go To Heaven?

April 14?  Robertsdale - ?If You Aren't In A Relationship, You Can't Be Happy?

SAVE THE DATE:
Our 2nd Annual Family Workshop will be September 
14 - 16.  David Baker from Savannah, TN will be the 
featured speaker. Topics will center around how to 
create a true family ministry and how to shepherd 
your children in faith. Please make plans to attend.



   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

CHURCH CALENDAR /  EVENTS:
- TODAY: Potluck after services in Fellowship Hall

- July 29-Aug 1: Gospel Meeting @ Union Hill COC

- Church van will leave building at 5:45 on Tuesday

- August 3: Annual singing at Pace @  7 pm
- August 21: Perc N Prayer

- August 25: Elder's' Banquet @ 5 pm

- August 26: L2L 2019 Kickoff

- September 14-16: Family Workshop

Special  
- Josie Bevis - born @ 23 weeks, friend of Hatchers*
- Aiden Burkley - Scott's* grandson, baptism
- Barbara Helms* - recovering
- Bobbie Garcia* - fell, moved to Pruitt House
- Eddie Garcia - recovering @ Sacred Heart
- Joe King* - recovering 
- Baron Lewis* - broke arm, upcoming surgery
- Barbara Lundy* - recovering, more procedures
- Masoner Family - death of Darrell Masoner
- McCool Family - on passing of Doris McCool
- Sharee Patrick - Sheena/Megan's* Mom 
- Stinson Family - death of Jeremy Stinson
- Jan Sweeney - death of her husband
- Gale Thames* - recovering  
- Kim Young -  Blisse's sister-in-law, to be induced 7/30  

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier
- Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Eddie Garcia (Bobbie Garcia's husband)
- Dixie Gorham 
- Ronnie Green - Mary McGriff's* cousin
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff
- Eduardo Medrano- Rhonda Locklin's brother in law  
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Charles Williamson*

Cancer 

- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Ted and Dot Russell
- Phyllis Blazier* - chemo treatments
- Ok Davis - member @ Jenks Avenue CoC
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - brother of Elsa Nunes*
- Jim Gates - friend of Rhonda Locklin*
- Ron Fields - chemo therapy
- Chris Hendricks - Terry Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya Longmire
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Brian Riley - Friend of the English Family*
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's* daughter
- Megan Sanders- friend of Blisse Hatcher*
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter of Ron, Barbara
- Brooksanne Singley*

Military
- Andrew Atchley ?  Ellsworth AFB, SD 
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  T.A.D. 
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND.

Nursing Home /  Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson* & Bobbie Garcia
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*  
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice called in)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*

Expectant Mothers

- Talor Freeman - September 7th
- Kimberly Young - August 18th



MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Joe King 
Song Director ................ Casey Bearden 
Sermon .................................. Doug Lee
.................................................... Ebenezer 
Scripture Reading ............ Glenn Smith 
.........................................  1 Samuel 7:12 
Serving Communion:
Comments .......................... Tim Mann 
Pat Mense ........................... Seth Crider 
Spencer Gable ................. Russell Estain  
Chris Davis ....................... Jackson Lash 
................................................ Jim Loftin
Closing Prayer ................. Jak Gallagher
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............................. N/A          
Song Leading ................................. N/A
Comments .....................................  N/A 
Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ......... Darrell Bozeman 
Communion Prep ............. Pace Family 
Nursery ....................... Rhonda Locklin 
......................................... Ruth McCool 
PowerPoint  ................. Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ................... Jackson Lash
Opening Prayer ................... Ted Rusell  
Devotional ..................... Josh Holloway 

WEEKLY REPORT:

Sunday Bible Class ........................... 118 
AM Worship .................................... 177 
PM Worship ..................................... 112 
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... 115 
Contribution ............................... $8,386

ELDER CONTACT FOR  JULY:
Primary ..................................... Joe King  
Secondary ............................... Doug Lee

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JULY 29
Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace .................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ........ Chris Davis & Jeff Scott* 
Golden Agers ............................................. 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:

Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Pictorial Directories are available to 
all MSCOC families! Please contact 
the office in order to receive one. 

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please make sure to turn in your 
Group Folders at the end of Sunday 
Night worship so Blisse can update 
attendance on Monday.

- Its that time again to order the 
Gospel Advocate. If you are 
interested in signing up to receive it, 
please see Jim Pitts.

BENEVOLENCE

- Receiving Items: 8/7 @ 9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 8/7 @ 9:30 AM
- Distribution: 8/9 @ 2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters are available on the 
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
Please take a moment to fill out a visitors 

card, or sign our guest book so that we 

might have a record of your attendance. 


