"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Sep t em b er 23, 20 18

Bizar r o Wor ld
by Troy Spradlin

Ever had a strange dream where everything was backwards or completely the opposite of what it was
really supposed to be?Perhaps, you may have heard of an old DC Comics called, "Bizarro W orld" which
depicts such a place. I remember the characters of Seinfeld referring to that place when something was very
odd or strange to them. The term itself has become synonymous with any situation or setting which is
weirdly inverted or that is the opposite of expectation. According to UrbanDictionary.com, BizzaroWorld is
a realm where everything is reversed. Up is down, first is last, good is bad, wrong is right, white is black,
logical is illogical, giving is taking, insanity is sane, liberty is tyranny, and vice versa. It's a place where
literally, the sky is forest green and the trees are sky blue. That is a pretty strange place, indeed!
Though BizarroWorld may be a fictitious universe invented by comic book
writers, it still has its roots based in reality. W hat is meant by this is that we
human beings sometimes do just the opposite of what one might expect.
Sometimes scenarios are completely reversed from what they should be. For
example, how many times have you heard a politician say one thing and then
turn around a few years later and say the exact opposite, all the while appearing
to believe they had never contradicted themselves?How often does someone
choose to do just the opposite of what they know they should have done?Has
anyone ever told you they would do one thing but then did the reverse of what they had promised?I'm sure
the answer to all of these is, yes, many times. The truth is, we live in a world where people are calling good
things evil and evil things good. It's now acceptable to be crude and hedonistic while being prudent and
wholesome are rebuffed. W hat was once considered taboo has now become the norm. It would seem that
BizarroWorld isn't as uncommon a place as one might have thought. How has this happened?
Consider what a prophet wrote some 2,700 years ago, "W oe to those who call evil good, and good evil;
W ho put darkness for light, and light for darkness; W ho put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!" (Isaiah
5:20). Doesn't that sound exactly like what we are talking about here?W hat we are facing is not a new
problem! Modern man's conscience has simply been twisted and distorted so badly that it is difficult for him
to tell what is genuine and what is false. However, no matter what the majority might say or think, God has
not changed and never will. His standards have not been lowered and He still calls immorality a sin. The
real truth of the matter is that man needs God in his life. W ithout God, man is simply a walking, talking
contradiction compared to what He intended. W ithout God, man is strange, confused and bizarre!
The apostle Paul came to understand this about himself and wrote, "For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death," (Romans 8:2). He went on to say, "And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God," (Romans 12:2). BizzaroWorld is a product of man's own
mind. The only way to escape it is through the life-changing, soul-saving power of the blood of Christ that
puts everything in its rightful place, with God being at front and center.
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St at ist ics Wor t h Con sider in g
Casey Bearden
This past week we wrapped up our annual Family W orkshop. All who were in attendance left
strengthened. More importantly, there was a renewed sense of motivation to be more aware and more purposely
involved in the lives of our youth, which is exactly what these young people need - more adults taking an interest
and active part in their everyday lives. We were presented with a great deal of information and guidance to help us
succeed in this endeavor. Understanding what is going on in this culture, in their lives, in their faith truly helps
one understand how to be more effective in the life of a young person.We've heard the stats on the mass exodus
from the church's young people - only 20%remain faithful after high school, which allows us to see that this truly
is an epidemic, and even the strongest congregations aren't immune and must remain proactive. The reality is that
it isn't some complicated, terrible issue that is turning our kids hearts away. The formula is rather simple, and
we're battling with it in this very community every day, so here it is:
Under-involved parents+ negativepeer pressure+ boredom = troubled teen (2nd Thessalonians3)
I'm a stat guy. W hether it be in business, sports, or ministry, stats are important as they portray an accurate
picture of the production that is taking place, and assists in making the proper adjustments to increase the impact
in the areas that may be lacking. So, while the topic is still fresh, here are some additional statistics that you may
not have heard Thefirst comesfrom a 2016 Barna study on Parent Perceptionsof Youth Ministry and their Children'sReligious
Formation in theChurch:
61%say relationship formation and navigation is needed. 48%expected the conversation of sexuality,
homosexuality, safe media use, and dating to take place in their classes, not the home. 46%consider mentoring to
be important. 42%consider service/ mission opportunities to be important. 45%consider church activities to be
more important than extra-curricular activities (teen busyness is said to be the greatest challenge to ministry).
Thesecond isa study conducted on theCurrent Stateof Christian Families, and thespiritual formation taking place
within their homes:
45%of parents never or rarely engage in family devotional/ spiritual discussion time. 80%never or rarely read the
Bible with their kids. 75%of parents never or rarely pray with their kids.
As parents, we have a captive audience, but so does the rest of the world they are exposed to. W hich voice,
influence, and guidance do we want them to follow? On average, the church has around 300 hours of time with
our children each year, their schools around 1,500 hours, but our homes end up with over 3,000 hours available to
the formation and nurturing of our children's hearts. The world doesn't have to take our kids, the statistics don't
have to be the norm, and dictate what will happen. We have the power to control and change the narrative. May
the resolution of Christian homes begin with us. Don't forget, we're in this together! Blessings!
~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Margaret St will be hosting Area W ide on October
21st. Connor McLean from Jasper, AL will be the
guest speaker. More details coming soon.
- Next SNAC is October 7th @the Cannon's.
- Sign-ups for FUEL Retreat (Nov. 9 - 11; $50) &
Exposure Youth Camp (Dec. 27 - 30; $150) are now
available. Sign up & pay for both by October 7th.
- Sign up for Area W ide shirt is available. $10/ shirt.
Sign up & pay by October 3rd.
- Students participating in fall activities, please
submit a schedule to Casey ASAP

The deadline for all adult, teen, and child participants
to turn in their commitment forms has passed. Please
submit them ASAP to the English's or in the container
located at the Information Station.
Next W orkshop is October 7th.
See English's with any questions.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Josie Bevis - born @23 weeks,
- Jessica Bingham*
- Eli Coen *- death of her brother
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia - recovering
- Steve Fulton
- Carmen Ivie - passing
- Joe King* - recovering / tests
- Baron Lewis* - recovering
- Peggy Masoner
- Ray Family* - multiple losses
- Susie Rowe - hospice
- Gale Thames* - recovering
- Terry W allace - surgery / chemo
- Victims from Hurricane Florence

Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Eduardo Medrano
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - Paula Turner's*
mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- W illie W aitman, Jr.
- Charles W illiamson*
Expecting Mothers
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March
16th

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier* - chemo treatments
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Fields - chemo therapy
- Chris Hendricks - Terry Baxley's*
nephew
- Mark Locklin - colon cancer
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - friend of Kenya
Longmire
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Page Prine - gallbladder, Burnham's*
friend
- Brian Riley - Friend of the English
Family*
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's*
daughter
- Megan Sanders - Blisse Hatcher*
friend
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter
of Ron, Barbara Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David W alther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - niece of West*
Family

Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Jack Webb

CHURCH CALENDAR / EVENTS:
-

September 30: Special Contribution Sunday!
October 5: ECS Annual Fish Fry
October 6: Mt. Dora Benefit Dinner
October 7-10: Gospel Meeting @Leonard Street
October 7-10: Gospel Meeting @Scenic Hills
October 9: Receiving Food for Pantry
Distribution/ stocking shelves begins @9:30 AM
- October 11: Boxes prepared for distribution @
9:30 AM, distribution starts @2:15 PM
- October 14: MEETING: Elders, deacons, ministry

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott
Sermon ........................ Richard McCool
..................................................... TheLord'sSupper
Scripture Reading ............. Jackson Lash
........................................... John 16:25-33

Vi si t or s:
Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Troy Spradlin ....... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, Casey Bearden ............... Family Minister
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
auditorium for your convenience.
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Or, ask any member for assistance.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Please take a moment to fill out a
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
visitors card, or sign our guest book
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
so that we might have a record of
your attendance. Thank you!

Serving Communion:
Comments .......................... Greg Lewis
MINISTRY
Roger Tonneson .............. Brett Napier
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Michael Brown ..................... Pat Mense
Greg Lewis ......................... Justin Davis
ADMINISTRATION
............................................ Eli W hitney
Closing Prayer ........... Forrest Chapman - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
- Please make sure to turn in your
EVENING
Group Folders at the end of Sunday
Opening Prayer........................ Jim Pitts
Night worship so Blisse can update
Song Leading ................... Jackson Lash
attendance on Monday.
Comments ........................... Greg Lewis
BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 10/ 09 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................. Justin Davis - Preparing Boxes: 10/ 11 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 10/ 11 @2:15 PM
Communion Prep ........... Fisher Family - Pantry needs : Canned Meat
Nursery ........................ Rhonda Locklin
EDUCATION
........................................... Ruth McCool
PowerPoint ........................ Larry Coen

STAFF

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .................... Jackson Lash
WORSHIP
Opening Prayer ................... Ted Russell
Devotional ................................ Joe King - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
WEEKLY REPORT:
- If you are having difficulties hearing
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 138
the sermon, we have wireless
AM W orship .................................... 185
"LISTEN" devices available in the
PM W orship ..................................... 102 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 125 you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
Contribution ............................... $8,378
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER:
Primary ................................... John Pace
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Secondary ............................... Rick Bird

ELDERS
Rick Bird .................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace .................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

