"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - O ct o b er 28, 20 18

Ch r ist ian s Have No Fu n ?
by Troy Spradlin
Has anyone ever said to you, "It's no fun to be a Christian; you can't do anything fun." Perhaps, someone has told
you, "Christians never have any fun." Unfortunately, this notion has become increasingly prevalent among the
unbelievers of our modern society. It stems from a false narrative that Christianity is somehow prohibitively
restrictive, overly boring, and lacking any semblance of enjoyment. Yet, personally, I don't know a single faithful
Christian that actually feels that way. In fact, I know many Christians who have a great deal of fun, including myself!
So, what are they talking about?W hy do they say such a thing?
Tw o Sides to Ever y Coin
If we consider this from a more carnal perspective (Romans 8:5-8), then we
start to see where this false narrative originated. Ask any worldly person,
"W hat does 'having fun' mean to you?" They will most often respond with
answers like, "hanging out with friends; playing sports/ recreation; partying;
going to a show/ concert; dancing; getting drunk; doing drugs; having sex;
getting away with something illegal; etc." These are real answers and engaging
in these activities are what constitutes "fun" to them. Hollywood and other
entertainment sources commonly portray these things as the definition of fun,
also. Not all of these are bad, of course, but they're certainly not all good either.
Immediately, a spiritually minded person should recognize their definition of "fun" sometimes equates to sinful
behavior. W hat is truly sad, is that some of these so-called "fun" activities can be extremely detrimental to one's
health and longevity. Just as there are things one can eat that are not good for you, it is the same with some of these
things deemed as "fun." Some "foods" may look appealing and even taste good, but could also be completely
synthetic, lack any nutritional value at all, and/ or be extremely carcinogenic. That's how it is with worldly thinking,
"those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh," (8:5). From their point of view, they see
Christianity as nothing more than imposed restrictions upon "fun" things. All they hear is, "You can't do this and you
can't do that." They're not considering that other things exist which equate to "fun" activities.
Joy Equal s Fun
So, what constitutes real "fun"? W hat enjoyment does a Christian experience? Considering the Bible mentions
"joy; joyful; rejoice" some 135 times in NT, it would seem there are certain instances where a Christian has much
enjoyment, or delight. It becomes clear that what is considered fun is simply a state of mind. For example, shopping
is "fun" to many woman, but not so much for a man. Using power tools might be "fun" for a man, but not necessarily
for a woman. It depends upon who's defining what is fun, or not. Since, Paul said we should "not be conformed to this
world but betransformed by therenewing of your mind" (Romans12:2), then, how we define fun could be affected, as well.
The fact is, Christians have just as much fun, if not more, as anyone on earth. Personally, I enjoy going to worship,
even though it's a more pensive event. I have fun fellowshipping with my brethren. I engage in numerous, enjoyable
activities and hobbies that are wholesome and good, just like many brethren do. But, until one has experienced true
joy and the "peace that passes all understanding" (Philippians 4:7) of being an obedient disciple of Jesus, then someone
outside of the church will never truly understand how a Christian can certainly have fun, too.
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St ew ar dsh ip & Dedicat ion
Casey Bearden
We hear these two words all of the time, especially in a spiritual sense, and most often attribute them to a
specific facet of life and faith. In one particular area, not one mentioned often, these two words are very closely
aligned and related - children. Recently, my daughter came home with one of her pictures she colored in Bible
class. There's always a character with references to their story on the page. This time, it was Samuel. As we
discussed what she learned about him that day, it hit me - shouldn't we all have the mindset of Hannah - to
dedicate and give our children to the Lord? Now, we may not do it in the same fashion, but the concept is valid. All
of our children are gifts from the Lord, and the overflow of appreciation for that gift, should be, to make sure that
everything we do for them is for the Lord, and to raise them to know Him, His wisdom, His love, and function
under His will. If we're being honest with ourselves, they're not our children at all... They're His. W hich is where
stewardship comes into play.
There are so many references and teachings on stewardship, which is nurturing, caring, taking
responsibility for the blessings that God has put under our watch. The Lord leaves us in charge of something that
He will ultimately come back to collect, and we will be judged on how we cared for and nurtured those blessings,
which includes our children.
W hen we see our children as a gift and blessing that God has put under our care, and that they ultimately
belong to Him, we'll be more purposeful in how we raise them. Blessings! ~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- SNAC next Sunday, November 4th @Webb's.
- FUEL Retreat @GCBC is November 9 - 11. Van
will depart on Friday, 9th @4:30. See camp website
for packing list and Casey for any questions.
- Students participating in fall or winter activities,
please submit a schedule to Casey ASAP.

W orkshop next Sunday, November 4th.
Schedule is as follows:
1:15 - 2:15 - Bible Bowl (1st pre-test)

Congratulations!

2:15 - 3:15 - Song Leading/ Songs of Praise

Reed W ilson received the honor of Student of the
Month in Math at MHS. Keep up the good work!

3:15 - 4:00 - Speech

Thank You
To everyone who took part in helping make our Area
W ide & Fall Festival a success, we appreciate your
sacrifice and hard work. Thank you for loving the
church and our students.

Volunteers Needed
Margaret St. will be hosting the MHSfootball team for
their pre-game meal on November 2nd. We need
people to bring certain items, and help set-up/ serve.
If willing to help, please sign up at the information
station. See Casey or Jeanna with any questions.

4:00 - 4:45 - Oral Bible Reading
4:45 - 5:30 - Puppets
See English's or L2L Bulletin Board for any questions
or information.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Josie Bevis - @home, recovering
- Jessica Bingham*
- Allen Danley - Brazell's friend
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia - recovering
- Steve Fulton
- Joe King* - tests
- Sandy King* - tests
- John King - health issues
- Baron Lewis* - recovering
- Peggy Masoner*
- Angela Ramsey*
- Leigh Smith (E. Lipford's mother)
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Victims of Hurricane Florence
- Victims of Hurricane Michael
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
- Odell & Ruth Phillips
Expecting Mothers
- Rachel (Myers) Ault - January 5
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16
Mission W orks
- Shanahans - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Nick Bartell - Vermont

Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Jack & Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Liam
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Eduardo Medrano
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- W illie W aitman, Jr. (Pace family)
- Charles W illiamson*
Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Jack Webb

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier* - recovering
- Forest Chapman*
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins - Broadfoot's friend
- Ron Fields - chemo therapy
- Chris Hendricks - Baxley's* nephew
- Mark Locklin - colon cancer
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's friend
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Page Prine - Burnham's* friend
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - Burnham's*
daughter
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra (Fields) Sanderson - daughter
of Ron, Barbara Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David W alther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - niece of West*
Family
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Be sur e and Register thr ough our w ebsite for :

CHURCH CALENDAR / EVENTS:
-

TODAY: Baby Shower for Rachel (Myers) Ault
November 2: MHS Football Pre-Game Meal
November 3: Leonard St. and Bellingrath Ladies Day
November 4-7: Century CoC Gospel Meeting.
November 6: Receiving Food for Pantry
- Distribution/ stocking shelvesbegins@9:30 AM

- November 8: Pantry Day
- Boxesprepared @9:30 AM, distribution starts@2:15 PM

- November 8: Savannah Temple Bridal Shower
- Sign up @information station. SeeHelen for details

We need volunteers for meal preparation and for
serving, ushers, security, setup, and other duties.
Please sign up @Information Station or see Troy.

- November 14-18: UPKEEP Seminar
- November 19: Golden Ager's Banquet
- November 20: Perc N Prayer!

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28 You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est ! ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
MORNING
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
Opening Prayer ..................... Rick Bird
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
Song Director .................. Blake Hatcher
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Sermon .......................... Scott Shanahan
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
......... Lord, IncreaseMy Faith in Difficult Times Please take a moment to fill out a
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Scripture Reading ............ Jackson Lash visitors card, or sign our guest book
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
........................................... John 18:28-40 so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
Serving Communion:

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Comments .......................... Rick Martin
MINISTRY
Joe Bartell ............................. Joe W ilson
Chris Davis ...................... Preston West
ANNOUNCEMENTS
David English ........................ Josh Lewis
ADMINISTRATION
...................................... Dane Harrington
Closing Prayer .................... Rick Martin - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
Please turn in your Group Folders on
EVENING
Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Opening Prayer...................... Joe Bartell
update attendance on Monday.
Song Leading ....................... Nick Webb
BENEVOLENCE
Comments .......................... Rick Martin
- Receiving Items: 11/ 06 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 11/ 06 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................ Blake Hatcher - Distribution: 11/ 08 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat
Communion Prep ................ Elsa Nunes
Nursery .............................Connie Bartell
EDUCATION
...................................... Elizabeth Lipford - Bible Class Schedules are available at
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .................... Jackson Lash
WORSHIP
Opening Prayer .......... Richard McCool - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Devotional .............................. Rick Bird
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 156 the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
AM W orship ..................................... 181
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
PM W orship ..................................... 283 you can sign out and return after
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 133 services. *Please remember to clean
Contribution .............................. $6,663
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR OCTOBER:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Secondary ................................. Joe King

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

