"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - D ecem b er 2, 20 18

Per plexin g Bible Wor ds: " Calvar y "
by Troy Spradlin
I love that old hymn we sing in worship, "YearsI spent in vanity and pride, Caring not my Lord wascrucified,
Knowing not it wasfor meHedied On Calvary. Mercy therewasgreat, and gracewasfree; Pardon therewas
multiplied tome; Theremy burdened soul found liberty, At Calvary! " Not only have I heard the word Calvary
from this song, but I've also heard it mentioned in many sermons. W hat is "Calvary" exactly?
The word comes from a verse found in Luke, "And when they werecometothe
place, which iscalled Calvary, therethey crucified him, ..." (23:33). Curiously, only
the King James Version (KJV), and the New King James use this word in that
verse. If you compare the same verse in the English Standard Version, the
New American Standard, the CEV, the NIV, and others, you will see that they
do not use the word Calvary in those translations. Instead, they use another
word, Golgotha, which is also found in other verses like Matthew 27:33, Mark
15:22; and John 19:17. Even the KJV uses the word Golgotha in those verses.
So, why the difference?W here did this word come from?
First of all, consider what John says, "And hebearing hiscrosswent forth intoa
placecalled theplaceof a skull, which iscalled in theHebrewGolgotha," (19:17).
Here, we see the word is from a specific location with a peculiar name and
John explains the translation. The name of the place in Greek is k r anion topos. Now, say the words again
slowly. Do you hear a similarity to our English word cranium in there? Our word came from the Greek!
Also, our word topography, meaning "the arrangement of geographical features" comes from the Greek topos,
meaning "place." In Hebrew, the place is Gulgolet and in Aramaic it is Golgolta. These were transliterated into
the English rendition, Golgotha. So, all of them are just as John translated it, "the place of the skull."
Secondly, the English rendition of the word Calvary comes from yet another translation of the Bible, the
Latin Vulgate. In that version, it is translated as CalvariaeLocus. The Latin word calavaria simply means
"skull," just like cranium, kranion, gulgolet, or golgolta do in each of their respective languages. The translators
of the King James Version merely transliterated the Latin word into an English word for their rendition of
Luke 23:33. Since the KJV is one of the most widely distributed Bible translations in history, the word
Calvary has become a familiar part of our English religious vernacular.
Lastly, the place itself is also often misunderstood. Calvary, (Golgotha) refers to the cliff face of a hill, just
outside the Damascus Gate of Old Jerusalem, whose rock protrusions and indentations give it the distinct
appearance of a human skull (photoabove). Interestingly, the Bible never says that Jesus was crucified on
Calvary. It just says He came "into" the place called "the skull." The imagery of crosses on top of a hill called
Calvary come from old Renaissance paintings and the like. In fact, Golgotha faces an ancient east-west road
that runs just north of Jerusalem. The area in front of the cliff face is precisely the type of location the
Romans would utilize to crucify individuals so that their gruesome handiwork would scare people passing
by, deterring any future rebels against Rome. W ho knew there was so much to a word we sing in a song?
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Sh in in g In Th e Dar k n ess
Casey Bearden
It's that time of year again, and it has come around ever so quickly. W ith all of the holidays we recognize in
this country, this one seems to be the most anticipated. Shopping increases, families making plans to be together,
and so many festive things that appeal to every sense we have. Decorated trees, lights, music, decorations, presents,
all things peppermint, and the smell of Christmas in the air (you know what I'm talking about). The lights though.
So many lights to be seen, with some putting together gigantic scenes that cover acres of land so families can come
enjoy the beauty and merriment together. There really is something so special about the spectacle that shines at
night during this season. That's interesting isn't it?The lights are most beautiful at night, when shining in the
darkness. You can't see them as good during the day, but at night, people come from miles around to see what it's
all about. They're mesmerized, in awe, and leave with more joy than when they arrived. Yes, they're only lights,
but what great joy they bring.
W ith that in mind, consider the words of Jesus from Matthew 5:14 - 16, "You arethelight of theworld. A city
set on a hill cannot behidden. Nor dopeoplelight a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it giveslight toall in
thehouse. In thesameway, let your light shinebeforeothers, sothat they may seeyour good worksand giveglory toyour
Father whoisin heaven." Do you think Jesus knew something about the beauty of lights in the darkness?Sometimes
they represent rescue and safety, while they also bring joy and peace. Jesus knew that we live in a dark world, but
there was something great that could penetrate that darkness and bring hope to those who came to see, which is
why He calls us to be the light. W ithout the lights, dark is just dark, but when the lights are shining, even in the
darkest hour, people will come from miles around to see what these lights are all about. W hen they see the light is
Jesus shining through us, and the beauty and peace it provides, they will be mesmerized, in awe, and leave with
more joy than when they arrived. Oh what joy the lights can bring.
May we be more purposeful in shining our lights, especially in the darkness, so that we, and so many more,
can come and enjoy the beauty, peace, and merriment together. Blessings! ~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

20 Something's

- Area W ide TODAY @Creekwood. Van will depart
@3 pm & arrive back around 9 pm.
- Quarterly Parent Meeting TODAY @5 pm in the
Teen Room.
- Next SNAC is December 9th @Jeff & Brooke
Scott's house.
- EYC begins December 27th. Details to come.
- Students participating in fall or winter activities,
please submit a schedule to Casey ASAP.

Christmas Party December 20th @6:30 PM

Congratulations
Brayden Davis gave his life to Christ in baptism last
Wednesday evening. We're so proud of your decision,
and thankful to have you as a part of our family.

Progressive Dinner
The YG Christmas Party will, again, be a progressive
dinner on Friday, December 21st. It will begin at 5 pm.
All youth members and parents need to sign up by
Sunday, 16th. Anyone wishing to play Dirty Santa
game needs to bring a $15 gift card.

SeeBlakeHatcher for details

Next W orkshop is December 9th.
See English's or L2L Bulletin Board for schedule,
questions or information.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
"Confessyour trespassestooneanother, and pray for oneanother, that you may behealed.
Theeffective, fervent prayer of a righteousman availsmuch." (James5:16)
Special
- Josie Bevis - @home, recovering
- Jessica Bingham*
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Brayden Davis*
- Ron Fields - cancer free
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia - recovering
- Baron Lewis* - recovering
- Jack Locklin* - Pruitt Home
- Peggy Masoner*
- Ruth Phillips* - Death of Odell
- Stella Prince* - bronchitis
- Angela Ramsey*
- Leigh Smith (E. Lipford's* mother)
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Victims of Hurricane Florence
- Victims of Hurricane Michael
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Pruitt Home - Gertrude Dickerson*
- Victoria Maner - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Thelma Nixon* (hospice)
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*
Expecting Mothers
- Rachel (Myers) Ault - January 5
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16
Mission W orks
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Nick Bartell - Vermont

Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham
- Zebadee Hamilton*
- Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Liam Mack
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Eduardo Medrano
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- W illie W aitman, Jr. (Pace family)
- Charles W illiamson*
Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Jack Webb

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier* - recovering
- Forest Chapman*
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* Friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins - Broadfoot's* friend
- Chris Hendricks - Baxley's* nephew
- Mark Locklin - colon cancer
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Page Prine - Burnham's* friend
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David W alther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

CHURCH CALENDAR / EVENTS:
- December 4: Adult Christmas Party
- December 8: Ladies BDAY Luncheon
- Moredetailsand Sign up is@theinformation station.

- December 29: Wedding
- Savannah Templeand EricSchnell @Margaret St. @6 PM

- December 29: 50th Wedding Anniversary
- Paul and Diana Hutcherson, Location @PaceCommunity
Center. Timeis1:30 PM- 4:30 PM

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY DECEMBER 2
MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... John Pace
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
....................................................... "ComeUntoMe"
Scripture Reading ............ Jak Gallagher
....................................Matthew 11:20-30

Vi si t or s:

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments ................................ Jim Pitts
MINISTRY
Pat Mense ............................ Joe W ilson
Eli W hitney ........................... Doug Lee
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Paul Lipford ...................... Alan Brazell
ADMINISTRATION
................................................. Jim Loftin
Closing Prayer ............. Dennis Maduell - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
Opening Prayer................ Troy Spradlin Please turn in your Group Folders on
Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Song Leading ................... Blake Hatcher
update attendance on Monday.
Comments ................................ Jim Pitts
BENEVOLENCE
W orship Service and Preparation:
- Receiving Items: N/ A in December
Secure Building ................ Troy Spradlin - Preparing Boxes: N/ A in December
Communion Prep ................Pace Family - Distribution:
N/ A in December
Nursery ................................ Lori Mense - Pantry needs : Canned Meat
............................................... April Davis
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley

EDUCATION

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ..................... Jackson Lash see Oscar Locklin.
Opening Prayer .............John Broadfoot
WORSHIP
Devotional .............................. John Pace
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
WEEKLY REPORT:
website (listed under "Archives")
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 126 - If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ..................................... 173 the sermon, we have wireless
PM W orship ..................................... 101 "LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 138
you can sign out and return after
Contribution ............................... $6,850 services. *Please remember to clean
ELDER CONTACT FOR DECEMBER:
Primary .................................... John Pace
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

STAFF

the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
Golden Agers .............................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

