"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Jan u ar y 20 , 20 19

NOBODY READS SIGNS
by Troy Spradlin
Years ago, I worked in a city marina that charged a fee for using their ramp to launch a boat and to park in
their lot. As one entered the marina, there was a sign right next to harbor master's office that clearly
indicated the policy for public use. Inevitably, it seemed that every other vehicle that entered drove right
past the office and ignored the sign, as if they didn't exist. Upon approaching the violator and informing
them of the marina's policy, they almost always responded with angry outbursts. I would point to the sign,
but they would just grow angrier and start cussing at me. We eventually replaced the sign with one that was
about five times bigger and painted it bright yellow - you could see it from three blocks away! It was right in
the driver's line of sight as they entered the marina and it was written in big, bold letters. It simply said,
"Boat Launch Fee: $7.00." Guess what happened? People continued to drive right
past the sign as if it didn't exist! That's when I learned, people don't read signs.
A StrangePhenomenon
W hy don't people read signs? The most common reason is hurriedness. Being
in a hurry can narrow one's focus and lead to a phenomenon called inattentional
blindness that causes normally obvious things to disappear from view. W hen we
are hurried, we easily overlook simple things like a sign. The message may be very
important, it may be obvious, but we allow ourselves to miss what's being
communicated because of our lack of focus while being rushed.
God certainly understands this phenomena of how man thinks and behaves.
Look at the example of Habakkuk. God said, "Write down the message I am showing you in a vision. Write it
clearly on the tabletsyou use. Then a messenger can read it and run to announce it." (2:2 - NIRV) In other words,
the message God wanted communicated to man must be written down so that it may be passed on to
others. But, it must be written so clearly that anyone can understand it and then take the message with
them. If you continue to read in Habakkuk, the message that God wanted conveyed was a warning. He was
warning the Israelites that unless they repented of their sinful ways, He would have no choice but to punish
them ... and they would not believe how He was going to do it!
Youcan leada man toknowledge, but youcan't makehimthink.
Do you think there were still those who ignored the sign which Habakkuk wrote?Do think the Israelites
suffered from inattentional blindness?Apparently, they did. From the subsequent, historical narrative about
the Jewish nation, we learn that they ignored the sign. They were eventually carried off into captivity,
suffering the very punishment God had warned them about. If they had only read the sign!
Another prophet, Hosea, had previously identified the problem, saying, "My peoplearedestroyed for lack of
knowledge," (Hosea 4:6). The priests had forgotten the law, they had ignored the signs and warnings, and
thus, were rejected by God. The solution is simple, read the sign! "Apply your heart to instruction, And your
ears to words of knowledge," (Proverbs 23:12). God has given us His inspired word. He has warned us of the
consequences of disobedience (Rev 20:12). Don't ignor e the signs God cl ear l y l aid out in Scr iptur e!
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See Th e Good In Th e Wor ld
Casey Bearden
We are bombarded with negativity every day. The media, especially, thrives on it. It's strange that humanity has come to
the point where we love to pick everything apart. If something good happens, or someone succeeds in something, it won't be
long until an attack on that event or individual will be blasted all over the media outlets. It's heartbreaking and depressing.
This isn't the way God meant for us to be.
Honestly, what is there to be so sour about?We have a God who created us in His image, and gave us this created world
to rule over and enjoy. Sure, there are bad things that happen, but we should never let those things become the focal point of
our lives. W hen we do that, we miss the good that is happening right in front of us.
Paul knew a thing or two about hard times and negative attitudes, and he took the time to remind Christians to be
positive. "Rejoicein theLord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonablenessbeknown toeveryone. TheLord isat hand; 6 do
not beanxiousabout anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requestsbemadeknown toGod.
7 And thepeaceof God, which surpassesall understanding, will guard your heartsand your mindsin Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers,
whatever istrue, whatever ishonorable, whatever isjust, whatever ispure, whatever islovely, whatever iscommendable, if thereisany
excellence, if thereisanything worthy of praise, think about thesethings. 9 What you havelearned and received and heard and seen in
me?practicethesethings, and theGod of peacewill bewith you." - Philippians 4:4 - 9. See the good & be positive. Blessings! ~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Youth Day @Cannon's on January 26th. Deadline
to sign up is TODAY. Details are available on
sign-up sheet. Please sign-up for & bring items listed
in Margaret St. section.
- Super Bowl SNAC on February 3rd.
- Next Area W ide is February 24th @Scenic Hills.
- Youth Day @Milestone - March 2nd from 8:30 am 3 pm. Sign up by February 24th. Details on sign-up.
- 2019 SNAC sign-up is available for anyone who is
willing or interested in hosting. August is last
available date remaining.

Remind App
We will continue to use the Remind app as our main
source of communication. If you do not have the app,
please download it ASAP. Group name is @margaretst.
Enable "push" notifications and disable "mobile or
text" notifications if you are a Verizon customer.

Januar y 27th: W orkshop & Speech Dress Rehearsal
(see bulletin board for schedule). Pre-convention
events, hurdles, & $40 registration due.
Febr uar y 10th: W orkshop & Speech Dress Rehearsal
Febr uar y 17th: PEARLS Test
Febr uar y 24th: Bible Bowl Test
See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for
questions or information.

20-Somethings
Devo - February 18th @Hatcher's - 6:30 pm.

Stair-Stackers
SNAC @5 pm TODAY n the Fellowship Hall.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
"Confessyour trespassestooneanother, and pray for oneanother, that you may behealed.
Theeffective, fervent prayer of a righteousman availsmuch." (James5:16)
Special
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Brayden Davis*
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
- Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
- Mignonne Ferrington-surgery;
Wendy Maduall's sister
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia - recovering
- Marcia Jones- Kenya's* Friend
- Joe King*- surgery, recovering
- Peggy Masoner*
- Stella Prince* - bronchitis
- Sandra W olfe
- Victims of Hurricane Florence
- Victims of Hurricane Michael
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Victoria Manor - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*
Mission W orks
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Nick Bartell - Vermont
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scottland
Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Cole Weathersbee
- Jack Webb

Join us for
Bible Study &
Fellowship

Thursdays @10:30 am

Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham
- Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Liam Mack
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- W illie W aitman, Jr. (Pace* family)
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)
- Charles W illiamson*
Expecting Mothers
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier*-radiation treatment
- Forest Chapman*
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins - Broadfoot's* friend
- Chris Hendricks - Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Eduardo Medrano
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David W alther - brain cancer
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
SUNDAY JANUARY 20 You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est ! ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
MORNING
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Sermon .......................... Scott Shanahan
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
............................................................. ToKnow Jesus Please take a moment to fill out a
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Scripture Reading ............. Jackson Lash visitors card, or sign our guest book
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
............................................... John 4:7-11 so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
Serving Communion:
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
Comments ............................ Pete Pierce
ELDERS
Doug Lee ......................... Blake Hatcher
MINISTRY
Brayden Davis .................. Preston West
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
ANNOUNCEMENTS
John Pace ............................. Larry Coen
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
........................................... David English
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
ADMINISTRATION
Closing Prayer ....................... Pat Mense - Deadline for all bulletin items:
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
- Please turn in your Group Folders on ......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Opening Prayer.................... Greg Lewis Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
Song Leading ................... Blake Hatcher update attendance on Monday.
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Comments ............................ Pete Pierce
BENEVOLENCE
W orship Service and Preparation:
- Receiving Items: 2/ 12/ 19 @9:30 AM
DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Secure Building ............ Dennis Maduell - Preparing Boxes: 2/ 14/ 19 @9:30 AM
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Communion Prep ............... Bird Family - Distribution: 2/ 14/ 19 @2:15 PM
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
- Pantry needs : Canned Meat
Nursery ......................... Stephanie Pace
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
........................................... Connie Bartel
EDUCATION
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
PowerPoint ......................... Larry Coen - Bible Class Schedules are available at
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
the Welcome Desk
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Golden Agers .............................................
see Oscar Locklin.
Song Leading ....................... Seth Crider
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Opening Prayer ............... David English
WORSHIP
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Devotional ..................... Troy Spradlin - Service Rosters are available on the
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
WEEKLY REPORT:
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 121 website (listed under "Archives")
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
AM W orship ..................................... 205 - If you are having difficulties hearing
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
the sermon, we have wireless
PM W orship ..................................... 111
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 140 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
Contribution ............................... $8,961 you can sign out and return after
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*
services. *Please remember to clean
ELDER CONTACT FOR DECEMBER:
the headphones with an alcohol wipe TIMESOF SERVICES:
Primary .................................... John Pace when you return them.
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

