"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Jan u ar y 27, 20 19

7 Ways To Be An En cou r ager
by Troy Spradlin
The Book of Acts presents a unique individual, described slightly different than others. "And Joses, who was also
named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), ..." (Acts 4:36). Here, we have a man who was
given a nickname by the Apostles because of a particular personality trait he possessed, he was an encourager. That is
quite a compliment! W ouldn't it be wonderful if all Christians were known by that same characteristic. Are you an
encourager? You should be. We should all be more like Barnabas. W ith that in mind, here are just a few suggestions
we hope might help you to develop the admirable attribute of being an encourager.
1. Pray for someonetoencourage
The first step toward any character change should begin with bathing
it in prayer. Ask God to use you as an encourager, to help you identify
someone to encourage. Ask for strength and wisdom in how to best lift
someone up, whether it be a stranger, an acquaintance, a family
member, or one of your own brethren. (1 Thessalonians 3:12)
2. Phonecalls, Cards, Letters, andEmail
In our age of communication, there are many avenues available to us
for connecting with someone. A personal phone call, a letter, or even a
written email is enough to encourage anyone who receives it. W hile text messages are also an easy method for
communicating, use it minimally. It simply lacks the more personal touch needed when trying to encourage
someone. Remember, however, nothing encourages someone more than doing it face to face. (Hebrews 10:25)
3. UseSocial Media toExhort
There is no shortage of distressing news, complaining, and vitriol posted on most social media outlets these days.
W hy not show the attitude of Barnabas to everyone and become known as a great encourager on Facebook, Twitter,
or other platforms?It is easy to be a shining light in such a dark place because few people are doing it. (Matt 5:16)
4. Offer Prayers
Ask someone if you can pray for them. Ask if there is anything specific that they would like for you to pray to God
about. Then, pray right then and there with them. This can be so encouraging to those struggling with life's
difficulties, diseases, or demands. It is an extremely effective way to encourage others. (James 5:16)
5. NoticeStrangers
We interact with people every day: waiters, cashiers, mechanics, receptionists, sales clerks, couriers, etc. They
interact with many people everyday also who, typically, don't treat them very kindly. Giving them respect, a smile, or
even a word of encouragement is almost always appreciated. It will make their day and your light will shine!
6. Smile! A lot.
Sounds simple enough, but sometimes easier to say than do. A smile is one of the easiest, most effective ways to
encourage someone else. It communicates love and positive feelings. You will feel better yourself and that usually
radiates out to others. Barnabas most likely smiled a lot, don't you think?(Job 9:27)
7. ImitateOther Encouragers
One of the best ways to learn how to do something well is to watch others who do it well. Notice what they say,
how they say it, and other methods they use. It will help you identify what works best for you. Become aware of
what encourages you and then go do it to others. (1 Corinthians 11:1)
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Read You r Bible & Pr ay Ever yday
Casey Bearden
We sing the children's song, "Read your Bible and pray everyday, and you'll grow, grow, grow." Yes, it's a fun song to
encourage our kids in the importance of reading our Bibles and praying, and the kids love it because they get to lay on the
floor for a brief moment. Oh the joy that such little things bring. However, I'm not so sure that this song needs to just be
geared toward children. If anything, they seem to be the ones that are more purposeful and excited about those two actions
rather than the adults. Have we truly considered the other verse of that song, and the implications it provides - "If you
neglect your Bible and forget to pray, you'll shrink, shrink, shrink"?We would do well to reconsider the words of this song
for all of our lives - adults, teens, and small children.
W hy do say that you might ask?Well, according to a recent study conducted by the American Bible Society, they found
that 88%of Americans owned a Bible, and that the average American household has at least 4 Bibles (not including that free
download on our phones). W hile many in foreign countries risk their lives, travel great distances, and stand in lines to own
such a great book, we have more than we can read at once at our disposal at all times. Yet, sadly, 61%wish they read theirs
more. W hy such a big number?Because 57%of Americans read their Bibles less than 4 times a year (outside of organized
Bible study and services), and only 9%read their Bible daily.
We hear so much about how the church isn't growing, and we blame it on Satan and external sources. Brethren, we are
the church, and we need to consider the words of the song and truly do self-evaluation on why the church isn't growing. Yes,
Satan plays a part, but, as the song says, "If you neglect your bible, you'll shrink, shrink, shrink." If we, as Christians aren't
reading, we're shrinking, which causes the church to as well. There can be no true, enduring, authentic, and meaningful
spiritual church or individual growth disconnected from the W ord of God. Consider Romans 10:17, "So faith comes by
hearing, and hearing by the W ord of God". May we be more purposeful with the gift of the W ord. Blessings!
~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Parent/ Teen Meeting next Sunday, 3rd, @5 pm in
the Teen Room.
- Super Bowl SNAC next Sunday, 3rd, after Breakout
Connections. Guys bring desserts, girls bring drinks.
- Next Area W ide is February 24th @Scenic Hills.
- Youth Day @Milestone - March 2nd from 8:30 am 3 pm. Sign up by February 24th. Details on sign-up.
- 2019 SNAC sign-up is still has one available date for
anyone interested in hosting in August.

Remind App
We will continue to use the Remind app as our main
source of communication. If you do not have the app,
please download it ASAP. Group name is @margaretst.
Enable "push" notifications and disable "mobile or
text" notifications if you are a Verizon customer.

TODAY: W orkshop & Speech Dress Rehearsal (see
bulletin board for schedule). Pre-convention events,
hurdles, & $40 registration due.
Febr uar y 10th: W orkshop & Speech Dress Rehearsal
Febr uar y 17th: PEARLS Test
Febr uar y 24th: Bible Bowl Test
See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for
questions or information.

20-Somethings
Devo - February 18th @Hatcher's - 6:30 pm.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
"Confessyour trespassestooneanother, and pray for oneanother, that you may behealed.
Theeffective, fervent prayer of a righteousman availsmuch." (James5:16)
Special
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Brayden Davis*
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
- Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
- Mignonne Ferrington-surgery;
Wendy Maduall's sister
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia - recovering
- Marcia Jones- Kenya's* Friend
- Joe King*- surgery, recovering
- Peggy Masoner*
- Joe Roadcap
- Sandra W olfe
- Victims of Hurricane Florence
- Victims of Hurricane Michael
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Victoria Manor - Ed Howell*
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut-in - Louise Savage*
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*
Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Cole Weathersbee
- Jack Webb

Come join us for
Bible Study &
Fellowship!

Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jim Blazier*
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Sherry Davis*
- Dixie Gorham
- Josie Locklin*
- Eddie Longmire*
- Liam Mack
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jim Pitts*
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Dwayne Spradlin
- Christy Stargell
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- W illie W aitman, Jr. (Pace* family)
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)
- Charles W illiamson*
Mission W orks
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Nick Bartell - Vermont
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scottland

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Phyllis Blazier*-radiation treatment
- Forest Chapman*
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins - Broadfoot's* friend
- Chris Hendricks - Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Eduardo Medrano
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David W alther - brain cancer
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mothers
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16

UPCOMING EVENTS
February 9: Sweetheart Banquet
- Sign up at theInformation Station. DeadlineisFebruary 3rd

February 10: Men's Breakfast @7:30 am
February 12: Receiving Food for Pantry @9:30 AM
February 14: Pantry Distribution Day.
- Boxesprepared @9:30 AM, distribution starts@2:15 PM

February 18: 20 Something's Devo
- Starting @6:30. Location @theHatcher'sHouse

Thursdays @10:30 am

March 15: Family Camp-Out
*If anyonehasseen a Baggallini black biblecase, pleasecontact Lola.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
SUNDAY JANUARY 27 You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est ! ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
MORNING
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
Opening Prayer ...................... John Pace
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
Song Director ..................... Mike Brown
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
............................................................................... Walls Please take a moment to fill out a
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Scripture Reading .................. Jack Davis visitors card, or sign our guest book
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
................................... Ephesians 2:11-22 so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
Serving Communion:
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
Comments ....................... Oscar Locklin
ELDERS
Doug Lee ......................... Blake Hatcher
MINISTRY
Brayden Davis .................. Preston West
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
ANNOUNCEMENTS
John Pace ............................. Larry Coen
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
........................................... David English
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
ADMINISTRATION
Closing Prayer .......................... Jim Pitts
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
- Please turn in your Group Folders on ......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Opening Prayer.................. Phillip Webb Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
update
attendance
on
Monday.
Song Leading ................... Spencer Gable
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Comments ........................ Oscar Locklin
BENEVOLENCE
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................... Larry Coen
Communion Prep ............... Bird Family
Nursery ................................ Amy Napier
................................................. Patsy Scott
PowerPoint ......................... Larry Coen

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

- Receiving Items: 2/ 12/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 2/ 14/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 2/ 14/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Travel Size Personal
Care Items
EDUCATION

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
Anyone willing to help teach, please
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ............... Stephen English see Oscar Locklin.
Opening Prayer .................. Paul Lipford
WORSHIP
Devotional ............................. John Pace - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
WEEKLY REPORT:
website (listed under "Archives")
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 141 - If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ..................................... 181 the sermon, we have wireless
PM W orship ....................................... 97 "LISTEN" devices available in the
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 140 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
Contribution ............................... $8,915
services. *Please remember to clean the
headphones with an alcohol wipe when
ELDER CONTACT FOR JANUARY:
you return them.
Primary .................................... John Pace
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

