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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  M ar ch  10 , 20 19

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Are You a Seed Sower  or  a Soil Inspect or? 
by Troy Spradlin

     Some of the most beautiful truths Jesus taught came by way of His parables. The stirring imagery, yet 
familiar objects He employed makes it easy for us to identify and understand the central message He 
intended. Perhaps, His most well known parable is the "Sower and the Soils" (Matthew 13:3-23). Several 
spiritual lessons can be extracted from the parable, such as, we are simply to preach the word to everyone 
and God will provide the increase, (1 Corinthians 3:6). While we "sow the word," we will encounter four 
different types of hearts that will receive the message with varying degrees of acceptance. 

    In addition, when I read the parable, one major point that 
stands out has to do with crop failure and its contributing 
factors. Consider, first of all, that every "sower" desires his 
efforts to produce something. But, if the sower never leaves the 
house, if he doesn't get out and sow, then it is guaranteed he 
will have 100% crop failure. Secondly, all but one of the "soils" 
lack certain elements to insure a successful harvest, so they 
result in crop failure. The lesson is simple in that the condition 
of the heart and attitude of the individual is what makes the 
difference in the outcome of producing a crop. It really has 

nothing to do with the sower, as long as, he is doing his job as he should be.
    Unfortunately, there are many who like to add another element to Jesus' teaching. It is something we 
simply do not see within the parable, nor is it something we see Jesus demonstrating in His own ministry, 
and that is soil inspection. Instead of just scattering the seed in every direction, like a good, obedient sower 
should do, some sowers want to first examine the soil before broadcasting. In other words, they want to 
qualify a prospect before they will share the Good News with them. They are making a decision for the 
potential receiver of God's word before the prospect has ever had a chance to decide for themselves! That is 
the same thing as deciding not to plant seed just because it might not rain! We simply can't know if it will or 
if it won't, nor can we know how someone will respond to the Word of God. 

We are cal led to be seed sowers, not soi l  inspectors! 
    Jesus never discriminated against anyone when it came to preaching truth. He never withheld the divine 
message from a particular group or person. Now, it is true that only a few to whom He preached would 
"find the narrow gate that leads to life" (Matthew 7:14), but the decision still remained to be made within 
the heart of the receiver. Jesus did not qualify the soil before sowing the seed. In fact, even though He 
certainly had the power to inspect the soil, such as in the case of Simon the Pharisee, He still allowed divine 
truth to have its rightful place in the "soil" of Simon's heart (Luke 7:36-50).
    The lesson is straightforward, if God can provide the sun and rain to produce a harvest from the earthly, 
physical seed we sow, then He can definitely provide the increase from the spiritual seed we sow. Let's be 
more concerned about sharing the Good News with anyone and everyone than discerning who should 
receive it or not. Let's allow the Word to do what it is meant to do. You'll be amazed at what God does!



- YG Birthday Night on Wednesday @ 5:30. We'll be 
celebrating students with March & April birthdays. 
Bring $5 for ice cream. (Note: There will be no 
Birthday night in April)

- Area Wide is @ Regency next Sunday, 17th. 

- Miracle League Service Project & Kickball Game on 
March 30th. Details to come.

- Casey would like a copy of any student's spring 
extra-curricular schedules.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Why So Ser ious?

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
One of my all-time favorite movies is The Dark Knight, and not for one particular reason. It's just well 

written, well acted, and it's about Batman. Who wouldn't love it, right? And if that didn't make it great enough, 
Heath Ledger portrays, in my opinion, the greatest comic villain of all-time - the Joker. In this film, that character 
asks the same question on several different occasions - "why so serious?" Now, his reasoning was to stir more fear 
in the hearts of his victims and add to the mysteriousness of his psyche, but as it pertains to the real world, he may 
be on to something.

Have you ever been accused of taking yourself or other things too serious? Are there moments that need to be 
treated with the utmost respect and seriousness? Sure, but I often wonder, especially as Christians, if we take 
ourselves and life a little too serious at times. It's not just a personal opinion, but rather scientific fact. I heard 
recently that a study revealed that the average 4 year old laughs 300 times a day, while the average 40 year old 
laughs only 4. In proving my point, consider how you responded to that fact... the first thought of most people 
over the age of 30 was that 300 times a day was way too high, and that there's no way a person can laugh that 
much. You see, even our approach to that statement was somewhat pessimistically serious. 

Christians, we need to laugh more. Regardless if we feel that those numbers are possibly skewed, there is no 
denying that we don't laugh as much as children. Sure, they don't have many of the stresses and obligations that 
adults deal with, but could we benefit from taking a few more moments to have a good, breathtaking laugh? 
Laughter is a human emotion, created by God. The book of Proverbs, among others, speaks quite often about the 
joy that laughter can bring, and even how it effects the spirit of man. It's funny (no pun intended), but that is 
exactly what the study brought out. "Research has shown that laughter reduces levels of stress hormones such as cortisol, 
epinephrine, and dopamine; increases health-enhancing hormones (such as endorphins), neurotransmitters, and 
infection-fighting antibodies; and improves blood flow to the heart?all resulting in greater relaxation and resistance to 
disease, as well as improved mood and positive outlook...and in the loveliest ways. When we lighten up we feel more positive 
and optimistic, more hopeful and engaged. We're friendlier, more resourceful, more attractive, more radiantly alive."

Laughing and smiling are contagious - in a good way. Not only is it another way to help our own health, but 
also another tool at our disposal to reflect the nature of our God. Laugh. Laugh a lot. Blessings! ~CB

TODAY: Away Speech @ Century

*Girls will begin @ 4:30 & Guys @ 6.

March 24: Away Speech @ Gulf Breeze

Apr i l  3 & 10 - Girls Presentations @ Margaret St.

Apr i l  7 & 14 - Boys Presentations @ Margaret St. & 
deadline for hotel money/ changes.

Apr i l  18 - 21: L2L Convention in Atlanta

See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for 
questions or information.

Other Family Ministr ies:
20's Devo - March 19th @ England's home

SS SNAC - Next Sunday, 17th @ 5 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. 



   

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special  
- Mike Baxley - recovering
- Scot Brazell - recovering
- Brayden Davis* - new brother
- Rex and Misti Clopton 
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
- Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
- Ed Howell Family*
- Kenna Jackson 
- Javonta' Johnson* - new brother
- Sam Long - death of  Lynn
- Peggy Masoner*
- Jed McNatt family
- Joyce Parker - Andrea S's* mom
- Benjamin Russell (Susan St)
- Louise Savage - fell, @ Pruitt 113
- Paula Turner*- recovery
- Charles Williamson* - SRH Rehab

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*  
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- Nick Bartell - Vermont
- Jerry Sullins - Zambia/Ghana 

Expecting Mothers
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16
- Macy Roland - August 28

Other Requests /  Health Issues 
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Sherry Davis*
- Bobbie,* Eddie  Garcia 
- Dixie Gorham 
- Marcia Jones- Kenya's* Friend
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Willie Waitman, Jr. (Pace* family)
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley ?  Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ?  Virginia 
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Cancer  
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Jim Blazier - chemo treatments
- Phyllis Blazier*- chemo treatments 
- Forest Chapman*
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Ron Jenkins -  Broadfoot's* friend
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz
- Chris Hendricks -  Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Eduardo Medrano
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David Walther - brain cancer

Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Cole Weathersbee
- Jack Webb

UPCOMING EVENTS:
TONIGHT: All ladies please meet with the Elders 

- Meet in the Fellowship Hall after devotional Sunday PM.
- Men and visitors remain in auditorium. 

March 12: Receiving Food for Pantry @ 9:30 AM
March 14: Pantry Distribution Day. 

- Boxes prepared @ 9:30 AM, distribution  @ 2:15 PM
March 15: Family Camp Out. 

- Please Sign up @ Information Station
March 22: Ladies' Game Night

- @ Jo Locklin's Home from 6-8 PM. Bring your favorite game!
Apr i l  26-27: Men's Retreat /  Vision Planning

- Adventures Unlimited
- Please sign up @ Information Station

Ladies Gam e Night : March 22



MORNING
Opening Prayer ........................ Joe King  
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............. Brian Howard (WVBS) 
.................................. Renewed Evangelism
Scripture Reading ...............  Seth Crider 
.................................... Matthew 28:18-20
Serving Communion:
Comments ....................... Oscar Locklin 
Brett Napier ....................... Mike Brown 
Joe Bartell  ....................... Spencer Gable 
Paul Lipford ................. Javonta Johnson 
......................................... Michael Brown 
Closing Prayer ............ Roger Tonneson 

EVENING
Opening Prayer...................... Pat Mense 
Song Leading ....................  Jackson Lash  
Comments ........................ Oscar Locklin

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ..................... Pat Mense
Communion Prep ........... Bartell Family 
Nursery ......................... Julie Harrington 
.......................................... Molly McCool 
PowerPoint  ................... Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ............... Stephen English 
Opening Prayer ................ Phillip Webb 
Devotional ................................ Joe King 

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 158 
AM Worship ..................................... 193 
PM Worship ...................................... 108 
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 128 
Contribution ...............................  $8,540

ELDER CONTACT FOR MARCH:
Primary ...................................... Joe King 
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY MARCH 10

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

- Please turn in your Group Folders on 
Sunday Night worship so Blisse can 
update attendance on Monday.

BENEVOLENCE

- Receiving Items: 3/12/19 @ 9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 3/14/19 @ 9:30 AM
- Distribution:  3/14/19 @ 2:15 PM 
- Pantry needs : Travel Size Personal 

Care Items  

EDUCATION

-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 
the Welcome Desk

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP

- Service Rosters are available on the 
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

WIFI Password: Psalm122.7

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com


