"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - M ar ch 17, 20 19

Th e Cr oss, t h e Cr ook , an d t h e Cr ow n
by Troy Spradlin
The prophecies of Jesus as the coming Messiah are some of the most beautiful and powerful features of the Holy Scriptures.
The Old Testament is replete with prophetic gems in the form of direct statements, references, and symbolism. They give
insight as to what the Christ will do, His sufferings, and even the very words He will speak. The Psalms also contain messianic
prophecies in poetic form. One particular grouping, Psalms 22, 23, and 24, portray the characteristics of Christ?s suffering, His
authority, and His deity. This grouping of psalms is sometimes referred to as the "Cross, the Crook, and the Crown."
TheCROSS(Psalm22)
Nothing in the world is more iconic than the cross of our Savior. W ithin its many faceted representations, first and foremost,
we are reminded of the pain and suffering afflicted upon the pure Lamb of God as He was sacrificed for our sins. In Psalm 22,
there is language employed within which cannot be attributed directly to the writer, David, but only to that which Christ
endured. The psalmist compares His many enemies to bulls, dogs, and lions. Each description incorporating a different social
class of the evil hearts who desired to see Him killed. His exceedingly deep sorrow and His physical suffering are vividly
depicted in the Psalm. The wording is precisely descriptive of the kind of agony He faced upon the cross. Through these
descriptions, it becomes clear that David never suffered this type of pain and thus, they must belong to the Messiah.
TheCROOK (Psalm23)
This next psalm transitions from the agony portrayed in the previous one to a
scene of peace and sanctuary. The psalmist switches from saying "My God, why
have you forsaken me?" to, ?The Lord is my Shepherd.?This portrayal implies that
the pure Lamb of God has been exalted from sacrificial lamb to shepherd. His staff,
that is, the "crook," now becomes our master, guide, and protector.
The psalm is summed up in the words, ?I shall not want.? For in Him we shall
have no need, want, or fear as there is none greater than He in this material world.
His protection and provision fulfills all that we could ever desire. We are reminded
of His covenant to deliver us into His Promised Land - an everlasting home in
heaven. But, as sheep, we are dependent upon Him to provide the means
necessary. Jesus did this through His sacrifice and establishment of the kingdom.
TheCROWN (Psalm24)
The coronation of the Lord in Psalm 24, sometimes referred to as the Song of the Ascension, is prefaced with a declaration
that the earth belongs to the Lord. God created it and He is sovereign over all that it contains. W ith this point established, the
psalmist asks, ?Then who may ascend to minister and dwell in His holy place?? The people answered, ?Only he who is clean,
pure, and perfect.?From this point they began searching, trying to find this one who may bring this glory.
Just as the psalmist entreats his listeners to ?look up? so they may identify the Messiah, so too must we. Although many of
His generation rejected Him, having failed to recognize Him as the Messiah, the question of ?W ho is this King of Glory??was
still answered on that day of Pentecost. Peter stood up and declared to the crowd that the Man whom they had killed had been
raised up by God and made both Lord and Christ. (Acts 2:36) Jesus was crowned and had now ascended to His rightful throne.
Indeed, through these vividly descriptive psalms, we see how the Holy Spirit inspired ?Israel?s sweet singer? to portray the
Messiah in three of His most glorious moments. We see Jesus in His worst hour as a sacrificial lamb, to Him rising up as
shepherd, and ultimately, being crowned as king. David was truly blessed to have these images so graphically impressed upon
his mind so that he could write them down for all of prosperity. He indeed loved the Lord. In the same manner, may we always
have the equivalent desire to honor and respect the blessed Son of Man and the love expressed by Jehovah within these psalms.
Let us remember that the Cr oss, the Cr ook , and the Cr ow n are symbols belonging to our Lord and Savior Jesus. They
should remind us of who He is, what He has done for us, and why we should want Him to rule in our lives!
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Su r vive & Advan ce
by Casey Bearden
It's another one of my favorite times of the year. I say another one because, when I write, it seems I have so many. I just
love many aspects of life, and why not?Anyway, this is the time of year when wife sets herself against husband, daughter
against father, brother against brother... no, this isn't anything biblical or apocalyptic - it's March Madness - the time of year
when the nation's college basketball teams are vying for those coveted 64 (well, 68 now) spots in the bracket, and the one
sports tournament that promises to deliver something different that any other. You've got the perennial powerhouses
looking to continue dominance and claim bragging rights, those continual "middle-of-the-road" teams that always seem to
put themselves in good position for a run, and the "nobodies" of small schools who no one gives a second thought... until
they shock the world by upsetting one of those other teams referenced and end up in the Sweet 16, Elite 8, and possibly the
Final 4. It truly is madness, and no matter which school you play or pull for, they all approach this time with the same
mindset - "Survive & Advance".
You see, when it comes to the prestige that accompanies this title, every team comes to play, every team comes to fight. It
doesn't matter who you are or what your program's resume is, it's all about getting to that final game and winning that
championship. W hat am I saying?Every opponent comes to battle. There will be some games that will be won by 30 points,
and many that will ultimately come down to wire, truly testing the will, mettle, and endurance of every single player
involved. So, when the dust settles on every game, the words continue to be echoed - survive & advance.
Is this really about basketball?No, but it has everything to do with that mindset. Just like in the NCAA Tournament, we
wake up everyday facing a new opposition. Maybe the same opponent, but a new hill to climb and battle to overcome. It's no
secret, Jesus Himself tried to tell us, that we are going to compete against the devil and his schemes on a daily basis. It's not
for a single moment, but every moment we live for Christ while on this earth. In essence - it's a marathon, a tournament, a
battle that requires us to fight, claw, and scratch our way to success day in and day out, fighting for that coveted reward that
comes at the end of this life - Heaven. Some days, we're going to absolutely dominate. We're going to get everything right,
have no issues in staying committed, and not get tripped up by temptation - we're going to win... convincingly. Other days,
we're going to do everything we can do, and the devil is still going to take us to the wire. We'll be worn out. Basically, we
survived. Regardless of how we win, it's just important that we win. In fact, the trophy has already been won - by Jesus. All
we are required to do is give our lives and devotion to Him, and dedicated our very best to the will and plan that He helped
show us, and it happens one day at a time.
So, what am i trying to say?Simply, some days you're great, others your not. Don't give up, don't stop trying, don't take
your eyes on the prize. Survive and Advance. Blessings! ~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Area W ide @Regency TODAY. Van will leave @3
pm & return around 8:30 pm.
- Miracle League Service Project & Kickball Game on
Saturday, March 30th. Deadline to sign-up is next
Sunday, 24th.
- Casey would like a copy of any student's spring
extra-curricular schedules.

Mar ch 24: Away Speech @Gulf Breeze
*Girlswill begin @4:30, Guys@6.
Apr il 3 & 10 - Girls Presentations @Margaret St.
Apr il 7 - Final W orkshop & Boys Presentations @
Margaret St.
Apr il 14 - Boys Presentations @Margaret St. &
deadline for hotel/ convention payments.
Apr il 18 - 21: L2L Convention in Atlanta
See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for
questions or information.

Other Family Ministries:
20'sDevo- Tuesday @England's home
SSSNAC - TODAY @5 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

Special
- Mike Baxley - recovering
- Geneva Blanchard - recovery
- Scot Brazell - recovering
- Brayden Davis* - new brother
- Rex and Misti Clopton
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
- Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
- Ed Howell Family*
- Kenna Jackson
- Javonta' Johnson* - new brother
- Lauren Kreus - induced tomorrow
- Sam Long - death of Lynn
- Peggy Masoner*
- Jed McNatt family
- Joyce Parker - Andrea S's* mom
- Benjamin Russell (Susan St)
- Louise Savage -SRH, bleeding ulcer
- Mary Selena - W FH, Room 406
- Julia Torpey - sick
- Paula Turner*- recovery
- Mary Joy Uebelein - coma, critical
- Charles W illiamson* - SRH Rehab
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*
Mission W orks
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- Nick Bartell - Vermont
- Jerry Sullins - Zambia/ Ghana

Other Requests / Health Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
- Sherry Davis*
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
- Dixie Gorham
- Marcia Jones- Kenya's* Friend
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
- Ted Russell*
- Claudia E. Smith
- Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
- Caylie Taylor - cystic fibrosis
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- W illie W aitman, Jr. (Pace* family)
- Ensley Webster - (West* Family)

Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale ? Virginia
- Ni Mack*- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mothers
- Lauren (Martin) Kreus - March 16
- Macy Roland - August 28

Cancer
- Kenny Bagget - nephew of Russell's
- Jim Blazier - chemo treatments
- Phyllis Blazier*- chemo treatments
- Forest Chapman*
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Ok Davis - Jenks Avenue member
- Pat Deforest*
- Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
- Margaret DeVore -Spradlin's* friend
- Jim Gates - Rhonda Locklin* friend
- Jim Graves- Lola's uncle*
- Ron Jenkins - Broadfoot's* friend
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz
- Chris Hendricks - Baxley's* nephew
- Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya's* friend
- Eduardo Medrano
- Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
- Brian Riley - English Family* friend
- Melody Samborn - (Burnham's*)
- Megan Sanders - Blisse 's* friend
- Deidra Sanderson - daughter of Fields
- Brooksanne Singley*
- David W alther - brain cancer
Students in College
- Elizabeth Ames
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Grant Locklin
- Cole Weathersbee
- Jack Webb

UPCOMING EVENTS:
TODAY: EDPMC Meeting starting @4:30 PM
Mar ch 22: Ladies' Game Night
- @JoLocklin'sHomefrom 6-8 PM. Bring your favoritegame!

Mar ch 31: Vision Meeting with the Ladies
Apr il 6: Birthday Tea for Stella Prince
- Honoring Mrs. Stella's97th birthday, thetea will begin @10
AM @Forsyth. RSVP toLola if you would liketocome.

Apr il 26-27: Men's Retreat / Vision Planning

Ladies Gam e Nigh t : M ar ch 22

- All men, especially Elders, Deacons, Preachers, and Ministry
Contactsareasked topleasemakeplanstoattend
- ComfortableAccommodations@AdventuresUnlimited
- Mealsprovided
- Pleasesign up @Information Station

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
SUNDAY, MARCH 17
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
MORNING
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
............................ Following EqualsService Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scripture Reading ........... Blake Hatcher visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
........................................... James 2:14-26 so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
Serving Communion:
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Comments ........................ Jak Gallagher
Brett Napier ....................... Mike Brown
MINISTRY
ELDERS
Joe Bartell ....................... Spencer Gable
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
Paul Lipford ................. Javonta Johnson
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
......................................... Michael Brown
ADMINISTRATION
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
Closing Prayer ................. Russell Estain
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Thursday, by noon.
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
EVENING
- Please turn in your Group Folders on
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Opening Prayer....................... Joe Bartell Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
Song Leading ....................... Nick Webb update attendance on Monday.
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Comments ......................... Jak Gallagher
BENEVOLENCE
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... David English
Communion Prep ........... Bartell Family
Nursery .......................... Connie Bartell
......................................... Stephanie Pace
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

- Receiving Items: 4/ 11/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 4/ 13/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 4/ 13/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Travel Size Personal
Care Items
EDUCATION

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
WEDNESDAY EVENING
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
Song Leading ..................... Jackson Lash
see Oscar Locklin.
Opening Prayer ................... Ted Russell
WORSHIP
Devotional ....................... Troy Spradlin
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 131 website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ..................................... 208
the sermon, we have wireless
PM W orship ...................................... 104 "LISTEN" devices available in the
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 142 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Contribution ............................... $8,752 you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
ELDER CONTACT FOR MARCH:
when you return them.
Primary ...................................... Joe King
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

