"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A p r i l 7, 20 19

Bu t Wh o Do You Say Th at I Am ?
by Troy Spradlin
"So, what does this verse mean to you?" That is a question frequently asked during a Bible study. I've been asked
this question in a personal study, I've heard it asked in a Bible class many times, and I've even asked it myself to
others in studies. But, is it necessarily a wise thing to do? Does it matter what we think about a passage? Perhaps, we
need to handle the question a little more carefully?
The intention for asking the question, I believe, is simply to see what others think, or understand, about a passage
of Scripture - innocent enough. After all, Phillip asked the Ethiopian eunuch, "Do you understand what you are
reading?" (Acts 8:30). So on one hand, the question is perfectly acceptable
in order for a teacher to gauge one's level of comprehension. He/ she can
then take that information and make adjustments in how to continue
teaching. But on the other hand, it can also sometimes open a door for
someone to espouse their own opinion regarding a passage. This is often
labeled, One's Own Interpretation. Sadly, it is here that many teachers will
respond with a statement such as, "That's interesting," or even, "Okay.
Well, what does it mean to you?", while pointing to someone else.
W ithout acknowledging what was just said as being conjecture and not
based on hermeneutical interpretation, the teacher may have just caused a
serious stumbling block for someone else in the class. This is where the ideology of, "You have your interpretation of
the Bible and I have mine," originates. Such conclusions can have serious consequences for one's soul!
One's opinion as to w hat a passage means can be enl ightening, but it shoul d never
super sede w hat the inspir ed w r iter intended to tr ansmit to the r eader s!
W hen Jesus asked His disciples, "But who do you say that I am?" (Matthew 16:15), He was not asking for their
opinion, necessarily. Jesus wanted to know if they truly understood who He was, in reality. The disciples had
previously answered that many thought Jesus was someone else (V14). But, just because they thought that about Him
did not make it true. Peter then answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God," (V16) and Jesus confirmed
his answer (V17) as correct. Peter got it right!
Even the Ethiopian eunuch responded to Phillip's question with, "How can I [understand], unless someone guides
me?" (Acts 8:31) The eunuch could have just speculated about what was written in the scroll and then arrived at his
own interpretation, but he didn't. He recognized that he did not understand everything and could use some
assistance. Phillip's knowledge of the Old Testament, along with knowing the fulfilled prophecies of Jesus, and the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit provided the correct interpretation of the scroll to the eunuch.
W hat if Jesus were to ask you, "W ho do you say that I am?" W ould you give Him your own interpretation, or
your opinion about Him from the Scriptures? Or, would you search them diligently, trying to understand correctly
what is says? Remember, He said, "Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord shall enter ..." (Matthew 7:21). W hich
means, not everyone gets it right. Those who think they know Jesus, or those who give an opinion about "who He is
to them," will not matter to Him. It won't qualify them to get into heaven! He will respond with "I never knew you,"
(Matthew 7:23)! W hat truly matters, what Jesus is implying to us, and what we must get right, is knowing what the
Bible says about Him and then obeying His commands. Do you know Jesus? Don't risk your soul's eternity with
yours or anyone's opinion. Let the Bible speak for itself about the Savior. Always ask, "W hat does the Bible say?"
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Spr in g Clean in g
by Casey Bearden
There's just something about the time of year when the seasons begin to change, especially in the spring time after a cold
winter. The sun seems brighter and warmer, the days are longer, the birds seem to chirp louder, everything begins to regain
it's color, and life seems to be restored and more vibrant. Many people use this time to open up the doors and windows,
begin cleaning things they haven't been able to (inside and outside), putting away items from winter, pulling out clothes and
other things for warm weather, and, in a sense, restoring and rejuvenating their homes. Spring cleaning brings about
beneficial changes for people, their homes, and families.
W hile all of that is true for physical things, can it also be said of spiritual things? Just like the winter time, we have
moments in our lives of faith that seem cold, dark, and dreary. Events, people, and media have had a negative impact on us,
and it seems that there is no light or beauty left to enjoy. There is is something we can do - Spiritual Spring Cleaning! Yes, I
know it seems cliché and a little corny, but consider what this type of spiritual renewal can do for you and the perspective of
your faith. Philippians 4:8 says, "Finally, brothers, whatever istrue, whatever ishonorable, whatever isjust, whatever ispure, whatever
islovely, whatever iscommendable, if thereisany excellence, if thereisanything worthy of praise, think about thesethings." Just like
spring time, sometimes what we need is to purge those things that need to remain in the cold and darkness, and revive
ourselves with positive vibes, people, and perspectives. Are there people in your life that seem to always have a negative
outlook and bring discouraging vibes? Perhaps it's time to reconsider the people you surround yourself with. Is there
someone or something on social media that continually keeps you focused on negative or sinful things?Maybe it's time to
begin "unfollowing" some accounts. Or how about music and television? Do you find yourself flooding your eyes and mind
with news, ideas, and motives that cause you to have a bad attitude or persist in sin?Then it might be time to reconsider your
entertainment choices.
You see, our faith, our attitudes, our perspectives are what we make them, surround them with, and put into them. May
we do everything we can to restore light, warmth and positivity to our lives and those around us. Blessings! ~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Graduation Banquet Meeting on Wednesday, April
24th @6 pm. All graduating HS & College students,
their parents, and anyone wishing to help is asked to
attend. Banquet will be on Sunday, May 19th.
- Summer Mission Week Roll-Out Meeting on
Wednesday, May 1st @5:45 pm.
- Joint SNAC/ AW w/ Scenic Hills & Pace on May 5th.
More details to come.
- Early-Bird Camp Registration Deadline is May 15th.

Stair-Stackers
Next SS SNAC is April 28th

TODAY - Final W orkshop & Boys Presentations @
Margaret St. (see bulletin board for schedule)
Apr il 14 - Boys & Puppet Presentations @Margaret
St. & deadline for hotel/ convention payments.
Apr il 18 - 21: L2L Convention in Atlanta
May 4: L2L Banquet
See English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or FB page for
questions or information.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special

Other Requests / Health Issues

- Kenny Baggett familly-Ted/ Dot's
nephew
- Mike Baxley - recovering
- Scot Brazell - recovering
- Brayden Davis* - new brother
- Rex and Misti Clopton
- Keith Crutchfield- heart attack
- Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
- Elizabeth and JT Graham
- Kenna Jackson
- Ronnie Jenkins family
- Javonta' Johnson* - new brother
- Sandy King* - health issues
- Peggy Masoner*
- Louise Savage -Pruitt, Room 220
- Rusty Smith - friend of Kenya
- Mary Selenas - OBRehab, rm 239
- Mary Joy Uebelein family
- Troy Vonada - light stroke,
- Charles W illiamson* - SR Rehab

- Andrea W ilson- recovery
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Forsyth - Stella Prince*
- Terrace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Mission W orks
-

Shanahans* - Mission Italy
The church in Paraguay
Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
Nick Bartell - Vermont

-

Cancer

John and Gale Broadfoot*
Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
Allen & Diana Brazell*
W inston Burnham*
Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
Sherry Davis*
Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
Dixie Gorham - former member
Marcia Jones- Kenya's* friend
Eddie Longmire*
Linda & Beverly Mann*
Mary & Donald McGriff*
Sue Perritt* - in recovery
Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
Ted Russell*
Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
Jerry Sullins - missionary to Africa
Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Mil itar y
-

Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale ? Virginia
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

-

Jim Blazier - treatments
Phyllis Blazier*- treatments
Bruce Burnham- Jan Sweeney's son
Forest Chapman* - cancer treatments
Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
Margaret DeVore - Andrea S* friend
Jim Gates - Rhonda L.* friend
Jim Graves- Lola's uncle*
Marie and Jeff Lorentz
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya* friend
Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L. family
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - English's friend
Megan Sanders - Blisse's* friend
David W alther - brain cancer

Students in College
-

Elizabeth Ames
Haley Bartell
Hannah Brown
Kyle Harter
Emily Lipford
Grant Locklin
Cole Weathersbee
Jack Webb

Expecting Mothers
- Macy Roland - August 28

"Beanxiousfor nothing, but in everything by prayer andsupplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requestsbemadeknown toGod." (Philippians4:6)

UPCOMING EVENTS:
TODAY: Breakout Connection Meeting
- Leader and CoLeader Meet @5 PM
Apr il 9: Receiving Food for Pantry @9:30 AM
Apr il 11: Pantry Distribution Day (Boxesprepared @9:30
AM, distribution @2:15 PM)

Apr il 26: Ladies Game Night @Jo Locklin's Home
Apr il 26-27: Men's Retreat / Vision Planning
- All men, especially Elders, Deacons, Preachers, and Ministry
Contactsareasked tomakeplanstoattend
- ComfortableAccommodations@AdventuresUnlimited
- Mealsprovided
- Pleasesign up @Information Station

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, APRIL 7
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Joe King
Song Director ............... Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
.......................... My Sheep Hear My Voice
Scripture Reading ............... Josh Lewis
.......................................... John 10:22-27
Serving Communion:
Comments ......................... Rick Martin
Steve Fulton...................... Phillip Webb
Eli W hitney ....................... Chris Davis
Dane Harrington ................. Pat Mense
.............................................. Nick Webb
Closing Prayer ............. John Broadfoot

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
- Please turn in your Group Folders on
Opening Prayer.......... Forrest Chapman Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Song Leading .................... Jackson Lash update attendance on Monday.
Comments .......................... Rick Martin
BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 4/ 9/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 4/ 11/ 19 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................... Josh Lewis - Distribution: 4/ 11/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Plastic Grocery Bags
Communion Prep..McCool/ Harrington
EDUCATION
Nursery .................. Stacey Weathersbee
..................................... Lily Weathersbee - Bible Class Schedules are available at
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
WEDNESDAY EVENING
WORSHIP
Song Leading ........................ Pete Pierce
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Bartell - Service Rosters are available on the
Devotional ....................... Troy Spradlin Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
WEEKLY REPORT:
- If you are having difficulties hearing
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 160 the sermon, we have wireless
AM W orship ..................................... 204 "LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
PM W orship .................................... N/ A
you can sign out and return after
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 129 services. *Please remember to clean
Contribution .............................. $8, 983 the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR MARCH:
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Primary .................................... Doug Lee
Secondary ................................ John Pace

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

