"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - M ay 12, 20 19

Ar e We t h e On ly On es Goin g t o Heaven ?
by Troy Spradlin
I can't tell you how many times I have had someone, who is not a member of the church of Christ, say to me, "You
people in the Church of Christ believe you're the only ones going to heaven." Or, they will have something similar to
say along those same lines, just in slightly different words. Has that ever happened to you?If you've been in the
church any amount of time, it's bound to happen sooner or later. So, is it true?Is that what we believe?Let's respond
honestly to the accusation and answer those questions.
First of all, I have never heard anyone from the church of Christ ever actually say that, preach it, or write it! From
my own experience, I grew up in the church, have been closely associated with the church most of my life, and have
been a full-time minister for twelve years now. I have been to numerous lectureships, Gospel meetings, and seminars
where I've heard some of the best and most prominent preachers in the brotherhood. I've also read hundreds of
articles, blogs, and commentaries by our brethren. Out of all of that, I cannot point to one single occasion where
someone actually spoke those words! So, where did it come from?Well, it came from an inference someone deduced
(obviously denominational) about the church of Christ from a sermon they heard, an article read, or the like. It is
what someone else thinks; it is an opinion they have formed about us.
Secondly, we can't help it if people form opinions, but we can at
least answer their allegations. So, is that, indeed, what the church of
Christ believes or teaches?The answer is "No." The church of Christ
has no official, nor formal statement of faith, creed, or a mission
statement registered anywhere in the world. We have no overseeing,
governing authority in a headquarters somewhere to mandate such a
thing. We simply adhere to what the Bible teaches regarding the
church and try to replicate it. The name we use, the "church of Christ"
is simply a description of the body, or assembly of the saints (Romans
16:1-16; 1 Corinthians 1:2), not some formal organization's name.
Therefore, to make such an allegation regarding the church of Christ is evidence that the accuser doesn't really
understand the true nature of the church - as presented in the Bible. Instead, they are thinking from a more worldly,
man-made institution point of view.
Thirdly, the real question that should be asked, in order to respond is this, "W ho do you think will go to heaven?"
Or, perhaps, "W ho (how, or what) determines who gets to go and who doesn't get to go?" If they're honest, their
answer should be exactly the same as "what thechurch of Christ believes." It should be, "God decides!" (Matthew 7:21) If
they don't believe that, then there's a whole other issue to deal with. Thus, where do we find the rules for God's
decision?Only in the Bible. Any member of the church of Christ should be able to answer, "Only those who obey the
Gospel will go to heaven," (2 Thessalonians 1:3-10, Matthew 25:31-46). We, that is, the people who have been added
to the church (Acts 2:47) believe that anyone who adheres to the plain, clear doctrine of the first century church of
the Bible will go to heaven. In the first century, they were called just "Christians" (Acts 11:26), the "W ay" (Acts 9:2),
and the "household of God" (Ephesians 2:19), to name a few. They obeyed that Gospel plan of salvation and were all
part of the body of Christ, the church of our Lord, Jesus (Matthew 16:18).
If the church you go to doesn't line up with, or match the church of the first century church, as it is presented in
the Bible by name, doctrine, organization, headship, leadership structure, worship, membership, and fellowship then
your soul is in jeopardy! It doesn't matter what I believe or think. W hat matters is what God has said!
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I'll Love You For ever
by Neal Pollard
We read it to our sons when they were growing up. We made up our own tune to the song, ?I?ll love you
forever, I?ll like you for always, As long as I?m living, my baby you?ll be.?It?s been hard to remember those days in
the rocking chair, reading it over and over to them, without getting tearful ever since they weren?t little boys. It
turns out that many people can relate. The book?s author, Robert Munsch, reports that it has sold 15,000,000
copies. His publisher didn?t want to publish it because it didn?t seem like a traditional children?s book.
If just reading the title gets you choked up with personal memories, you may not want to read the true story
behind the book. Munsch says that the song came first: "I madethat up after my wifeand I had twobabiesborn dead.
Thesong wasmy song tomy dead babies. For a long timeI had it in my head and I couldn?teven sing it becauseevery timeI
tried tosing it I cried. It wasvery strangehaving a song in my head that I couldn?tsing." He later built a story around the
song, and the rest is history for millions of parents and their children. I imagine Gary, Dale, and Carl would tell
you this is their favorite book from childhood. It?s certainly ours.
Isn?t it interesting that such a beautiful, intense love story surrounds something heartbreaking and tragic. Out
of pain and sorrow, this incredible, enduring legacy was created. Knowing the backstory only intensifies the power
of the words in the book.
Have you ever looked at the story of the cross in that light?Scripture teaches us from beginning to end that
God loves us, His children. He cares for us, protects us, and wants us to live with Him forever. But there is a
backstory. In fact, it goes back to eternity. There, the Godhead made a plan to make sure we could live with Him
forever. But it would require His Son dying for us in order to make it happen. Discovering that may bring tears to
our eyes, but it also melts our hearts. W hat love! It?s a forever love, one that can make us the best we could ever be.
Here is God?s message throughout Scripture: ?I have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore I have
drawn you with lovingkindness?(Jer. 31:3). In other words, ?I?ve loved you forever and I?ll love you forever.?

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Summer Mission Week Roll-Out Meeting is
Wednesday, 15th @5:45 pm in Ladies Classroom.
- Graduation Banquet next Sunday, May 19th,
immediately after PM service.
- Summer Kick-off is Thursday, June 6th w/ Scenic
Hills. Deadline to sign-up is next Sunday, May 19th.
Details on sign-up sheet.
- AIMCON deadline is June 2nd. All adults and teens
need to sign-up and pay by then. Cost is $50.
Conference is July 19th - 21st.
- Next SNAC is June 2nd @the Bird's.
- Quarterly Parent/ Teen Meeting on June 2nd @5
pm in the Teen Room.
- Next Birthday Night is June 5th @5:30. We'll be
recognizing June & July birthdays.

20-Somethings
Devo- May 16th @6:30 pm
Six FlagsTrip - June 21st - 22nd. More details soon.

Stair-Stackers
SNAC - May 26th (recognizing April & May birthdays).
Other Summer event detailscoming soon.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Jul y 14 - 17
Children and Adult classes will be offered. Festivities
begin each evening @5:30 and continue until 8 PM.
Please pray for this effort and begin thinking of the
friends, family, and neighbors you would like to
invite! More details to come.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
-

Kenny Baggett familly -Ted/ Dot*
Melissa Barker - Robin's* sister
Baxley family - death of Mike*
Bingham family*- passing of father
Don Blackwell family - accident
Blazier family*- passing of Phyllis*
Scot Brazell - recovering
Brayden Davis*- new brother
Rex and Misti Clopton
Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
Elizabeth and JT Graham
Billy and Barbara Helms* - health
Kenna Jackson
Javonta' Johnson* - new brother
Sandy King* - health issues
Peggy Masoner*
Louise Savage - final stages
Rusty Smith - friend of Kenya
Troy Spradlin - throat surgery
Troy Vonada - light stroke
Rick Webster - friend of John P.
Ensley Webster - surgery this week
Charles W illiamson* - SR Rehab

Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- For syth - Stella Prince*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
-

John and Gale Broadfoot*
Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
Allen & Diana Brazell*
W inston Burnham*
Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
Sherry Davis*
Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
Dixie Gorham - former member
Marcia Jones - Kenya's* friend
Eddie Longmire*
Linda & Beverly Mann*
Mary & Donald McGriff*
Sue Perritt* - in recovery
Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
Ted Russell*
Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
Jerry Sullins - missionary to Africa
Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Mil itar y
-

Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale - Virginia
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

- Shut in - Louise Savage*
Expecting Mother s
- Macy Roland - August 28

"Beanxiousfor nothing, but in everything by prayer
andsupplication, withthanksgiving, let your requests
bemadeknown toGod." (Philippians4:6)

Cancer
-

Jim Blazier - treatments, hospice
Bruce Burnham - Jan Sweeney's son
Forest Chapman* - cancer treatments
Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
Margaret DeVore - Andrea S* friend
Jim Gates - Rhonda L.* friend
Jim Graves - Lola's uncle*
Melanie Hendrix - Terry B's niece,
Marie and Jeff Lorentz
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya* friend
Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L. family
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - English's friend
Megan Sanders - Blisse's* friend
David W alther - brain cancer
Ensley Webster - lung cancer

Students in Col l ege
-

Elizabeth Ames
Haley Bartell
Hannah Brown
Kyle Harter
Emily Lipford
Grant Locklin
Cole Weathersbee
Jack Webb

Mission W or k s
-

Shanahans* - Mission Italy
The church in Paraguay
Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
Nick Bartell - Vermont

SERVING W ITH
HONOR

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
SUNDAY, MAY 12
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
MORNING
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
Opening Prayer ....................... Doug Lee
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse
Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
............................. A NEW Commandment Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scripture Reading ............. Jackson Lash visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
........................................... John 13:31-35 so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
Serving Communion:
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Comments ............................... Jeff Scott
Eli W hitney....................... Oscar Locklin
Allen Brazell ....................... Glenn Smith
Greg Lewis .......................... Bob Locklin
...................................... Roger Tonneson
Closing Prayer ............. Eddie Longmire

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
- Please turn in your Group Folders on
Opening Prayer.................... Joe W ilson Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Song Leading ................... Blake Hatcher update attendance on Monday.
Comments ............................... Jeff Scott
BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 6/ 11/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 6/ 13/ 19 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................. Mike Brown - Distribution: 6/ 13/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Plastic Grocery Bags
Communion Prep........... English Family
EDUCATION
Nursery .................................. Lisa Webb
........................................... LizAnn Webb - Bible Class Schedules are available at
PowerPoint ................... Ruth W illiams the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
WEDNESDAY EVENING
WORSHIP
Song Leading ........................ Mike Scott
Opening Prayer .................... Joe Bartell - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Devotional ............................. John Pace
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
WEEKLY REPORT:
the sermon, we have wireless
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 157 "LISTEN" devices available in the
AM W orship ..................................... 198 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
PM W orship ...................................... 125 you can sign out and return after
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... N/ A services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
Contribution ............................... $7,635
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Primary .................................... John Pace
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

