"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - M ay 5, 20 19

Ch r ist ian it y or Ch u r ch ian it y?
by Troy Spradlin
It is believed there were tens of millions who converted to Christianity throughout the Roman Empire
within just a couple of hundred years after the church began in Jerusalem around 33 AD (Acts 2). The
exponential growth of Christianity from its infancy was absolutely phenomenal! Here in America, the
church of Christ experienced yet another remarkable growth period in the middle of the past century.
Estimates from the 1960s put the total membership of the churches of Christ at around 2.5 million. That's
an impressive number! Unfortunately, that growth rate has since declined, considerably, since about 1980.
Today, the fastest growing religion in the world is no longer Christianity - although it still makes up
about 31%of the world's population, more than any other religion. Adherents to Christianity, that is, those
who follow the teachings and doctrines of its founder, Jesus Christ, have decreased substantially and at an
increasingly rapid pace. The people who obey the Gospel plan of salvation, as clearly outlined in the New
Testament, (Mark 16:16; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Romans 6:1-4) and who are putting on the name Christian
(Galatians 3:27; Acts 11:26) are no longer converting at the rates previously seen. There's a different trend.
Instead of conver ting to Christianity, peopl e ar e now incr easingl y conver ting to Churchianity.
Churchianity has become the fastest growing religion in America.
W hat exactly is Churchianity?Let's allow Paul to explain, "For thetime
will comewhen they will not enduresound doctrine, but according totheir
own desires, becausethey haveitching ears, they will heap up for themselves
teachers; and they will turn their earsaway from thetruth, and beturned
asidetofables." (2 Tim 4:3). This is how Churchianity has come into
existence; it is attractive to those who do not know their Bibles.
Churchianity assures people they are right with God by just listening to
some religious leader, attend an entertaining "worship" service, and
being involved in church functions. It is a religion more focused on the
the social aspect of the church than on the Scriptural aspect based upon truth. Never has there been a lack of
religious institutions in the world. But, there continues to be a growing lack of fundamental truth regarding
the one true church of our Lord. This has resulted in yet another, new community of faith based solely on
traditions, habits, and instructions of institutionalism rather than book, chapter, and verse of the Scriptures.
W hat about you?Ar e you a Chr istian or a Chur chian?Are you more concerned about what Jesus and
the apostles teach through the inspired words of the Bible, or do you prefer to adapt to whatever some
manufactured tradition mandates?Are you more concerned about w hat the chur ch is doing for you, or
are you more focused on w hat you can do for the Lor d's k ingdom?Do you come to worship to "get
something out of it" for yourself, or do you come to give honor, praise, and glory only to God? Do you see
souls all around you who are in need of God's saving grace, or do you see people who are not lucky enough
to belong to your special club?I hope you can see the difference between being a Christian and Churchian.
You can't be both and only one of the two will make it to heaven (cf. Matthew 7:21). Choose wisely!
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Redef in in g A Baseball Clich é Abou t Sin
by Casey Bearden
In the Big Leagues, the greatest hitters hit safely approximately 3 out of 10 times. That means that they make 7 outs in
every 10 at bats. Failure is a part of the game. Participating in such a long season, great players must endure, learn from their
mistakes, and then forget about those previous at bats, moving on to the next. We?ve heard that scenario used to discuss the
?long season?of life we live, and the sinfulness and mistakes that occur within it. Romans 3:23 says that all have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God. All of that is true. We are sinful creatures, and through the duration of life we will continue
to make mistakes. Yes, just like baseball, even the greatest Christians will get it wrong, and just like those players, we must
learn from the past, endure and move forward, preparing for our next opportunity. W here we often go wrong in this
thought is that we end here, leaving those who hear it without a complete message. Although these statements are true
doesn?t mean that we should be satisfied with those statistics and having that type of success in our faith.
Let me clear something up? No player, especially the great ones, settles for average and the norm. The reason they only
hit safely 3 out of 10 times is because the game is difficult, not because they settled for failing. In fact, if you ask any player,
they?re not satisfied with where they are at any given time. Most will tell you that they have a lot of work to do, that they're
constantly learning, and getting better everyday. They don't settle for being better than others, but rather better than
themselves day in and day out.
You see, they also face great opponents who have mastered their craft, and it is a battle every single time, but they don?t
let the fact that their opponent is great deter them. It?s a motivator to become even better. That?s the message we need to be
encouraged by - not the fact that we have an excuse to justify our sin, but recognizing that we fail, not letting it discourage
us, and seeking to improve ourselves day after day, not settling for being better than most, but always wanting to be better
today than we were yesterday, and better tomorrow than we are today. W , too, have a great opponent who has mastered his
craft. He knows our weaknesses and how to set us back. Again, that shouldn?t deter us, but be a motivator to be better. Just
like in baseball, we need to approach our faith with the mentality of no fall-backs, no excuses, no safety nets... We won?t
settle for less than our best. Try it, and see how it improves how you live out your faith. Blessings! ~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Joint SNAC w/ Scenic Hills TONIGHT, 5th. Guys
bring a drink, girls bring a dessert. Van will leave @
4:15 and return around 8:30.
- Birthday Night @Tastee Freeze on Wednesday, 8th
@5:30. Bring $5 for ice cream. We'll be recognizing
May birthdays.
- Summer Mission Week Roll-Out Meeting has been
rescheduled for Wednesday, 15th @5:45 pm in
Ladies Classroom.
- Graduation Banquet on Sunday, May 19th.
Volunteers need to meet up front for a final prep
meeting immediately after AM service TODAY.
- AIMCON sign-up will be available next week.
Deadline to sign-up and pay is June 2nd. Cost is $50.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Jul y 14 - 17
Children and Adult classes will be offered. Festivities
begin @5:30-8 PM. Please pray for this effort and
begin thinking of the friends, family, and neighbors
you would like to invite! More details to come.

Stair-Stackers
SNAC - May 26th (recognizing April & May birthdays)
Summer event details coming soon.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
-

Other Requests / Heal th Issues

Kenny Baggett familly-Ted/ Dot*
Melissa Barker- Robin's* sister
Mike Baxley - recovering @home
Bingham Family*-passing of father
Blazier Family*- passing of Phyllis*
Scot Brazell - recovering
Brayden Davis* - new brother
Rex and Misti Clopton
Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
Elizabeth and JT Graham
Kenna Jackson
Javonta' Johnson* - new brother
Sandy King* - health issues
Peggy Masoner*
Rusty Smith - friend of Kenya
Troy Vonada - light stroke
Rick Webster- friend of John P.
Charles W illiamson* - SR Rehab

-

John and Gale Broadfoot*
Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
Allen & Diana Brazell*
W inston Burnham*
Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
Sherry Davis*
Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
Dixie Gorham - former member
Marcia Jones- Kenya's* friend
Eddie Longmire*
Linda & Beverly Mann*
Mary & Donald McGriff*
Sue Perritt* - in recovery
Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
Ted Russell*
Edith Sullins - grandma of Blisse*
Jerry Sullins - missionary to Africa
Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- For syth - Stella Prince*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

- Shut in- Louise Savage*
Mission W or k s
-

Shanahans* - Mission Italy
The church in Paraguay
Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
Nick Bartell - Vermont

Mil itar y
-

Andrew Atchley ? Ellsworth AFB
John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
Cody Davis ? Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale ? Virginia
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Cancer
-

Jim Blazier - treatments, hospice
Bruce Burnham- Jan Sweeney's son
Forest Chapman* - cancer treatments
Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
Margaret DeVore - Andrea S* friend
Jim Gates - Rhonda L.* friend
Jim Graves- Lola's uncle*
Melanie Hendrix - Terry B's niece,
stage 4 thyroid
Marie and Jeff Lorentz
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya* friend
Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L. family
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - English's friend
Megan Sanders - Blisse's* friend
David W alther - brain cancer

Students in Col l ege
-

Elizabeth Ames
Haley Bartell
Hannah Brown
Kyle Harter
Emily Lipford
Grant Locklin
Cole Weathersbee
Jack Webb

Expecting Mother s
- Macy Roland - August 28

"Beanxiousfor nothing, but in everythingby prayer and
supplication, withthanksgiving, let your requestsbemadeknown
toGod." (Philippians4:6)

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, MAY 5
MORNING
Opening Prayer ........................ Joe King
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
............. LoveGod and Others- asYourself
Scripture Reading ........ Stephen English
................................... Matthew 22:37-39
Serving Communion:
Comments .............................. Rick Bird
Eli W hitney....................... Oscar Locklin
Allen Brazell ....................... Glenn Smith
Greg Lewis .......................... Bob Locklin
...................................... Roger Tonneson
Closing Prayer ............ Dane Harrington

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
- Please turn in your Group Folders on
Opening Prayer................. Oscar Locklin Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Song Leading ............... Stephen English update attendance on Monday.
Comments ............................... Rick Bird
BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 5/ 7/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 5/ 9/ 19 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Blake Hatcher - Distribution: 5/ 9/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Plastic Grocery Bags
Communion Prep........... English Family
EDUCATION
Nursery ......................... Zee Christopher
............................................. Kristina Pace - Bible Class Schedules are available at
PowerPoint ................... Ruth W illiams the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
WEDNESDAY EVENING
WORSHIP
Song Leading ........................ Pete Pierce
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird - Service Rosters are available on the
Devotional ....................... Troy Spradlin Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
WEEKLY REPORT:
the sermon, we have wireless
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 165 "LISTEN" devices available in the
AM W orship ..................................... 199 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
PM W orship ...................................... 139 you can sign out and return after
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 126 services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
Contribution ............................... $9,709
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
W IFI Password: Psalm122.7
Primary .................................... John Pace
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

