"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Ju n e 30 , 20 19

Ch ar act er ist ics of a M at u r e Ch r ist ian (Par t 2)
by Troy Spradlin
As a continuation from our previous article about the characteristics of a mature Christian, we mentioned that several are
emphasized in the Bible. Of those, we have chosen ten attributes to highlight in this series. Let?s now add the other five marks of
a mature Christian to our preceding ones. They are: teaching; service; hope; suffering; and perseverance.
TEACHING - A mature Christian not only knows the Bible through personal study, but is also capable of teaching it to others.
Read Matthew 28:19-20 (compare Mark 16:16). This is known as the Great Commission. This involves teaching new people
about Jesus (verse 19), and what is meant by the word evangelizing. It is the command to carry the Gospel, (which means, ?Good
News?) and proclaim it to others in order to save more precious souls. According to Romans 1:16, where does the power of
salvation lie?In addition, this also sometimes involves teaching our fellow disciples (verse 20). How does Paul describe this kind
of teaching in Ephesians 4:12?Consider also what the Bible says in Acts 6:7, 8:4; and 1 Corinthians 9:16.
SERVICE - The true character of mature Christian is seen in their service to others. Look at the event that took place in John
13:3-15. Afterward, Jesus finished by telling His disciples that He had left them an example to follow (verse 15). Considering the
passage, what was the example?Add to this the words Jesus stated in Mark 10:45, regarding His purpose for coming to earth.
We can deduce that a mature Christian is to serve others and to do so by following the example of Jesus. We should also follow
the example of giving of ourselves to the Lord, according to 2 Corinthians 8:5. How often does Paul suggest we should serve
others in Galatians 6:10?A mature Christian always remembers that everything is to be done by the authority of Christ and for
God's glory (Colossians 3:17; Matthew 5:16). Read also Matthew 6:19-21; 1 Corinthians 10:31; and 1 Timothy 6: 6-10.
HOPE - A key element to spiritual maturity is hope. Peter describes a Christian?s hope as a living
hope (1 Peter 1:3) Read Romans 8:24-25 and fill in the blanks, ?For we were ____________ in this
hope, but hope that is __________ is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he ________?
But if we hope for what we do not _______ , we eagerly wait for it with _______________ .?Hope
is not an easy word to define, but Paul certainly addresses it well in his letter. Here's an important
point, according to Colossians 1:5, where is our hope laid up? A disciple must have hope.
SUFFERING - Jesus taught that His disciples would suffer (John 15:20). This equally applies to us
today, because it is certain that suffering will come in some form or another (2 Timothy 3:12).
Nobody really wants to suffer. But, there are many things that result from our suffering. For one,
when we are faced with trials, non-Christians will be watching carefully to see how we will respond to our circumstance. How
we handle adversity can be a testimony to our faith. Secondly, read how Paul describes the benefits of suffering (Romans 5:3,4).
Then, to better understand, read Romans 8:18; and 1 Peter 4:12-14.
PERSEVERANCE - Jesus said, ?Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life,?(Revelation 2:10). Those are very
comforting and encouraging words! The apostle Peter also taught that we are to add perseverance of our faith (2 Peter 1:6).
Oxford?s Online Dictionary defines perseverance as, ?Persistence in doing something despite difficulty ...?That can certainly
describes a Christian?s life! Hebrews 12:1 encourages us with these words, ?? let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us, ? ?The word for enduranceis one that means steadfastness, constancy, and patience. Here are some more encouraging
passages regarding perseverance: 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Philippians 2:14-16; Colossians 1:23; 1 Timothy 4:16; James 1:12
CONCLUSION Each of these characteristics are effectuated by faith and are also that which produces faith. A stronger faith
produces spiritual maturity. An old preacher once said, ?We have a faith, which is called ?The Faith,?that pr oduces faith.?
That is so true! Let's make application of these ten attributes. W hen someone actively seeks to be (1) obedient to God, by (2)
worshiping and (3) praying to Him, (4) learning His will and (5) serving in His kingdom by (6) teaching others through (7) love,
while (8) persevering because of the (9) hope within, despite persecution or suffering (10) ? that is, indeed, true FAITH!
So, how is one able to recognize a mature Christian?Or, when is a Christian considered mature?The question is not an easy
one to answer and certainly cannot be measured with precision. Everyone is different. However, the things we have presented
here are some of the main characteristics that can certainly be observed and identified within a spiritually mature Christian,
according to the Bible. Every disciple of Jesus has the ability to develop each one of these attributes in their own lives. This will
lead to being spiritually mature. W hy not make a commitment to develop these characteristics in your own life?
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Wh er e is You r Fait h ?
by Neal Pollard
How many household conversations begin, ?W here is my??W omen leave purses in restaurants, men leave their wallets
in the other pants pocket, and kids are apt to leave just about anything anywhere. How many vacations begin with the family
wondering where some vital item is, fearing that it is sitting at home and not packed in the suitcases?
The disciples had just heard Jesus deliver some powerful lessons (Luke 8:10- 21) and now they were heading across the
lake from Galilee to the country of the Gerasenes. En route, while Jesus slept, a fierce windstorm descends and rocks their
little boat. In a panic, they awaken Jesus, pleading, ?Master, Master, we are perishing!?(Luke 8:24). Jesus calms the storm and
subsequently their fears, but He admonishes them, ?W here is your faith??(Luke 8:26).
That is a fair question. They had just heard the Master teacher doing His usual, masterful job (Luke 7:22-28, 31-36; etc.)
and seen Him do some incredible miracles (Luke 7:1-10; 11-15; etc.). Between disembarking and the present distress, where
did their faith go?The question Jesus asked His disciples is a fair question for each of us today. ?W here is your faith??
IS IT LOST (Luke 18:1ff)?Jesus positively teaches a parable about this in His story about the widow and the unjust judge.
The woman was persistent and the judge, who feared neither God nor man, granted her petition due to her tenacious
pursuit. Jesus makes application by asking, ?W hen the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth??(Luke 18:8).
It is possible for any one of us to lose our faith. The parable of the sower and the soils shows that people can lose their faith as
a consequence of both good times and bad times (cf. Luke 8:11ff). It is equally tragic to see people lose their faith just a few
steps into their spiritual journey, several miles down the road, or especially near the end of the road!
IS IT HIDDEN (Luke 8:16)?Jesus demonstrates how ludicrous a view hidden faith is from heaven?s vantage point by
illustrating it this way: ?No one, when he has lit a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under a bed?(Luke 8:16a). His point
is that light is not doing its job when it is covered, and our faith is not doing its job when it is covered. There will be many
settings throughout life when being a Christian and standing up for the Lord will not be popular, admired, or congratulated.
W hat will we do with our faith in such circumstances?
IS IT MISPLACED (Luke 18:9ff)?Everybody puts their trust in someone or some thing. The Bible says that people trust
in their own power and might (Psalm 44:6), their wealth and riches (Psalm 49:6), their national leaders (Psalm 146:3), their
own hearts (Proverbs 28:26), their idols (Isaiah 42:17), mankind (Jeremiah 17:5), their own achievements (Jeremiah 48:7), or
their physical beauty (Ezekiel 16:15). Many of these attributes can serve us in properly placing our faith in God, but far too
many are resting all they are or hope to be on those rather than God. In Luke 18:9, Jesus speaks a parable in warning against
those who ?trust in themselves.?Despite a culture that preaches the preeminent idea of ?believing in yourself,?God makes
that subservient to trusting in Him.
IS IT VISIBLE (Luke 7:9)?A centurion whose servant was dying was humble, devoted and perceptive in his approach to
Jesus, pleading with Him to heal that dear one for him. Jesus marveled aloud, ?I have not found such great faith, even in
Israel!?The Centurion did not have to wear a badge or button that said, ?I believe in the Lord.?People are watching us every
day, our speech, decisions, attitudes, actions, and reactions. W hile it is nice when someone asks, ?Are you a Christian?,?how
much better for them not to have to ask?
So, ?W here is your faith??

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- There 2 more GO Days left - July 1 & 8. Check the
Remind App for informational document
containing times, locations, and "what to bring". See
Casey for any questions or details.
- Next SNAC is July 7th @the W ilson's.
- Mission Week @SRKH is July 15 - 17 (8:30 - 11 am,
daily). Final Prep Meeting will be July 10th.
- AIMCON - July 19th - 21st. More details to come.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Jul y 14 - 17
Children and Adult classes will be offered. Festivities
begin each evening @5:30 and continue until 8 PM.
See Oscar Locklin for volunteer opportunities.
Registration is now open. We encourage everyone
that can to pre-register. The link is on the
congregational FB page and on the church website.

Stair-Stackers
SNAC - July 7th @5 pm in the Fellowship Hall

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
-

Don Blackwell family - accident
Blazier Family - death of Jim*
Shane Buckley - blood pressure
Forrest Chapman - cancer free!
Rex and Micki Clopton
Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
Elizabeth and JT Graham(Masoner)
Annie Favorite - Mary Lou's* mom
Billy Helms* - health
Jack Hendrix* - recovering
Chris Hollis - knee, blood clots
Maduell Family* - death of LeVon
Peggy Masoner*
Rusty Pierce - recovery
Sue Preston - P. Turner's* mother
Stella Prince - fell, difficulties
Rusty Smith - friend of Kenya
Haley Strength - dehydrated
Webster Family
Charles W illiamson* - SR Rehab
Elliot W ilson* - new brother

Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- For syth - Stella Prince*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Mission W or k s
-

Shanahans* - Mission Italy
The church in Paraguay
Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
Nick Bartell - Vermont

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
-

John and Gale Broadfoot*
Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
Allen & Diana Brazell*
W inston Burnham*
Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
Sherry Davis*
Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
Dixie Gorham - former member
Kenna Jackson
Marcia Jones - Kenya's* friend
Eddie Longmire*
Linda & Beverly Mann*
Mary & Donald McGriff*
Sue Perritt* - in recovery
Jerry Sullins - missionary to Africa
Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Mil itar y
-

Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale - Virginia
Ni Mack*- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Cancer
-

Bruce Burnham - Jan Sweeney's son
Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
Timothy Ezzell - former member
Jim Gates - Rhonda L.* friend
Jim Graves - Lola's uncle*
Barbara Helms* - surgery
Melanie Hendrix - Terry B's niece
Marie and Jeff Lorentz
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya* friend
Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L. family
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - English's friend
Megan Sanders - Blisse's* friend
David W alther - brain cancer
Ensley Webster - lung cancer

Students in Col l ege
-

Haley Bartell
Hannah Brown
Kyle Harter
Emily Lipford
Cole Weathersbee
Jack Webb

Expecting Mother s
- Jenna England* - Jan. 2020
- Tiffany Lawrence - Oct 27
- Macy Roland - August 28

SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM MEMBERSW ANTED!
We are forming a Social Media Team and we want you to be a part of it!
Having a presence on Social Media is a great way to reach many seekers and
those who may come into contact with the church on-line. But having a
presence requires a significant amount of effort. This is why we need help!
If interested, or can help, please see Troy Spradlin or Julie Harrington.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JUNE 30
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird
Song Director ............... Stephen English
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
.............................. Biblexia and Inwarditis
Scripture Reading ............... Chris Davis
............................... Deuteronomy 6:4-12
Serving Communion:
Comments .......................... Rick Martin
Spencer Gable .................... Jackson Lash
Gunner Locklin .............. Blake Hatcher
Nick Webb .............................. John Pace
................................................. Joe Bartell
Closing Prayer ............ Dane Harrington
EVENING
Opening Prayer............................... N/ A
Song Leading .................................. N/ A
Comments ...................................... N/ A
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ........... Darrell Bozeman
Communion Prep........... Mense Family
Nursery .............................. Kristina Pace
.......................................... Connie Bartell
PowerPoint ........................ Larry Coen

Vi si t or s:

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
- Please turn in your Group Folders on
Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
update attendance on Monday.
BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 7/ 9/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 7/ 11/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 7/ 11/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Plastic Grocery Bags
EDUCATION

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
Song Leading ........................ Pete Pierce - Anyone willing to help teach, please
Opening Prayer ........... Eddie Longmire see Oscar Locklin.
Devotional ........... Guyton Montgomery
WORSHIP
WEDNESDAY EVENING

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 154
AM W orship ..................................... 207
PM W orship .................................... N/ A
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 115
Contribution ................................ $8,869
ELDER CONTACT FOR JUNE:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird
Secondary ................................. Joe King

STAFF

- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

