"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Ju l y 28, 20 19

Bear in g t h e Fr u it of t h e Spir it (Par t 3)
by Troy Spradlin
Let's now look at the last three traits of the Fruit of the Spirit. These three graces are directed more toward us, the individual
Christian. The Lord expects His disciples to learn and develop these in their own spirituality.
FAITHFULNESS - (written just as "Faith" in the KJV). Jesus told His disciples to, "Have faith in God,? (Mark 11:22). It is a
word that means ?loyal in affection; constant; reliable, trusted, or believed.?Vine?s Expository Dictionary states that it is ?a firm
persuasion, a conviction based upon hearing,? (Vol. 2, Pg. 71). Read how it's described in
Hebrews 11:1. The same chapter of Hebrews lists many wonderful Old Testament examples
of faithfulness (11:7-40). But, look at what is said about faith in verse 6, just before that
passage. How important is faith? The truth is, every child of God should be faithful to Him (1
Corinthians 4:2). Not because a preacher says so, but because of a love for the Lord.
You can develop faithfulness in your spiritual walk by first praying about it. Ask God to
help you increase your faith (Luke 17:5). Since the Bible says, ?faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the word of God?(Romans 10:17), you should study and learn God?s word daily in
order to increase your faith. Consider also what John says in John 20:30,31. Strive to walk in
the Light! (1 John 1:7) Notice the order of words in Galatians 5:16. Paul says walking in the
Spirit comes first, then the fruit comes. This is because without the Spirit, you?ll never be able
to say ?no?to the lusts of the flesh!
GENTLENESS- (the KJV and the ASV render this word as ?Meekness?) Don?t confuse this
word with how some translations use ?gentleness?in verse 22 for ?kindness?! It's a word most
often translated as ?meekness.? It means a ?mildness of disposition; a gentleness of spirit.? We might describe it also as
submissiveness, peacefulness, or mildness. Thayer?s Dictionary says gentleness is a ?mildness of disposition; a gentleness of
spirit; meekness.?It is something that is exercised ?outward?because it is a condition of the heart and the mind.
Read Titus 3:1-2; James 3:13. How is a meek person described in those verses? The assumption of the world is that a gentle
(meek) person is defenseless, or cannot help themselves. However, meekness is not weakness! It is a fruit of power. Moses is
described as "very meek" in Numbers. 12:3, yet no one would consider him to be weak. The Lord was gentle, but He certainly
was not weak ? as He had infinite divine resources available to Him (Matt. 11:29). Meekness equates to restraint. It is described
as ?power under control.?In other words, a meek Christian, who may wield great power, does not throw his weight around.
In order to develop meekness in your spiritual walk, start by praying. Read your Bible and study the examples of meekness.
Samson, for example, had a lack thereof, but Elijah, David, Jesus, and others are great examples of meekness. Put it into practice
by learning to restrain the tongue, (James 3:2-12) and restraining your actions, (Colossians 3:17).
SELF-CONTROL - (the KJV uses ?Temperance?). The final grace of the Fruit of the Spirit that a Christian should have is
self-control. This is something that is exercised ?inward.?It is the ?virtue of one who masters his desires and passions, especially
his sensual appetites,?(Thayer). Self-control involves controlling our actions, our outburst of feelings, our temper, our tongue,
and the desire for money and power. Paul reasoned with the Roman governor, Felix , about this trait, (Acts 24:25)
Notice that the lusts of the world are called ?the works of the flesh?(Gal. 5:19-21). Such things keep us from entering heaven,
or having access to eternal life. We have the power within us to refuse participating in worldly affairs, (1 Thess. 5:22). It's an
attitude of submitting to the will of God. It is the opposite of how the majority live their lives. But, a child of God is commanded
to render his life as a living sacrifice, (Rom. 12:1-2). This requires self-control!
Developing Self-control in your spiritual life, again, begins with prayer. Did you happen to notice that each started with
prayer? It is because these are fruit of the SPIRIT, not of our own willpower. Of course, all are followed by, ?Read your Bible!?
This is because being able to combat temptation with ?It is written?(Luke 4:4,8,12), requires knowing the W ord of God well. In
addition, you can develop self-control by not putting yourself in situations to sin, by avoiding temptation triggers.
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4 Sim ple St eps To Im pr ove You r Wor sh ip
by AdamFaughn
For nearly anyone, worship can become a bit rote at times. Though we know it is invaluable, we are human;
thus, we struggle at times to stay truly engaged and thoughtful throughout the time.
But some seem to think that it would take some major thing to get out of the rut, or to make worship more
meaningful. Tragically, some stop coming. Just as tragically, some think they have to change God?s pattern (or
worship where that pattern is not obeyed) and have bands, light shows, and more just to ?up?the experience.
But there are far simpler steps that each person can make to improve worship for themselves, while still
making certain they worship ?in spirit and in truth?(John 4:24).
Today, I share four that you can make this Sunday.
1. Prepare Beforehand. I know Sunday mornings are busy. It is remarkable we have any sanity by the time we
make it to worship. But could we not take even 5 or 10 minutes on Saturday night to sing a song and pray
so that our mind is headed in the right direction?W hat about laying out clothes so that the Sunday
morning rush is less crazy?On Sunday morning, on the way to the building, listen to some worship music
or talk about what you are excited about concerning the opportunity you are getting ready to take part in!
Just this one step, I promise, will revolutionize worship.
2. Arrive on time (or a little early is even better). If you are constantly late, you are not even ?settled in?
before worship is partially over. W hen that happens, you spend the rest of the time playing catch-up in
your mind. But if you are present on time, or a little early, and have visited with a few fellow Christians
and had a chance to ?settle?a bit, your mind is fresh and ready to worship from the first moment.
3. Sit closer to the front. I have sat in the back before. I have sat in a balcony before. Let me just put it this
way: it is a whole different world! It?s not a sin to sit in the back; after all, by definition, someone will be ?in
the back.?That said, if you are trying to get out of a rut, or are just struggling to stay engaged in worship,
you will be completely amazed how much easier it is to stay focused if you just move up a few rows. There
are fewer distractions (because there are fewer people between you and the leaders) and just the change of
scenery is sometimes enough to trigger your mind to be more focused.
4. Remember that God is the Audience. In the end, your goal is to give your best for Him; not just to see what
you can get out of the worship time. If your mind is truly focused on that singular fact, your worship will
improve, since you will be constantly striving to please Him with every action and every thought.
None of those things takes changes God?s pattern for worship. Further, none of them requires a major
overhaul on your part. Still, these four steps will change your worship for the better. W hy not try them, even this
Sunday, and just see if worship is not more encouraging for you than it has been in a long, long time.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Next SNAC is August 4th
- Next Birthday Night is August 7th
- Quarterly Parent / Teen Meeting on August 11th
- Area W ide on August 18th @Spanish Fort

Stair-Stackers
SNAC - August 18th

20-Somethings
Devo- TOMORROW , 29th @6:30 at Commons by
TASTEbuds in Pace

THANK YOU
Thankstoall whohad a hand in making VBSa great success!
Wehad a great year, and couldn't havedoneit without you.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
-

Don Blackwell family - accident
Blazier Family - death of Jim*
Shane Buckley - blood pressure
Gale Broadfoot* - recovery/ surgery
Forrest Chapman* - cancer free!
Rex and Micki Clopton
Paislee Enterkin* - recovering
Elizabeth and JT Graham(Masoner)
Barbara Helms* - recovering
Billy Helms* - health
Jack Hendrix* - recovering
Chris Hollis - knee, blood clots
Maduell family* - passing of LeVon
Peggy Masoner*
Mary McGriff - colon test results
Rusty Pierce - recovery
Turner, Scott, & Davis families*
Prince Family - passing of Stella*
Rusty Smith - friend of Kenya
Haley Strength - bed rest
Webster Family
Elliot W ilson* - new brother

Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
-

John and Gale Broadfoot*
Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
Allen & Diana Brazell*
W inston Burnham*
Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
Sherry Davis*
Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
Dixie Gorham - former member
Kenna Jackson
Marcia Jones - Kenya's* friend
Eddie Longmire*
Linda & Beverly Mann*
Mary & Donald McGriff*
Sue Perritt* - in recovery
Jerry Sullins - missionary to Africa
Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Mil itar y
-

Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
Drayton Hale - Virginia
Ni Mack- Missouri
Jimmy Pitts - Japan
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mother s
Mission W or k s
-

Shanahans* - Mission Italy
The church in Paraguay
Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
Nick Bartell - Vermont

- Jenna England* - Jan. 2020
- Tiffany Lawrence - Oct 27
- Macy Roland - August 28

Cancer
-

Bruce Burnham - Jan Sweeney's son
Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
Timothy Ezzell - former member
Jim Gates - Rhonda L.* friend
Jim Graves - Lola's uncle*
Barbara Helms* - surgery
Melanie Hendrix - Terry B's niece
Marie and Jeff Lorentz
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya* friend
Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - English's friend
Megan Sanders - Blisse's* friend
David W alther - brain cancer
Ensley Webster - lung cancer

Students in Col l ege
-

Haley Bartell
Hannah Brown
Kyle Harter
Emily Lipford
Cole Weathersbee
Jack Webb

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JULY 28
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird
Song Director ...................... Pete Pierce
Sermon ................................... Doug Lee
................................. ThreeTypesof Heart
Scripture Reading ............... Nick Webb
........................................ 1 Cor. 13 : 4-7
Serving Communion:
Comments ........................ Steve Fulton
Pat Mense ........................ Russell Estain
Jim Loftin ....................... Brayden Davis
Eli W hitney ......................... Seth Crider
.............................................. Brett Napier
Closing Prayer .................. Jak Gallagher

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
Opening Prayer................ David English - Please turn in your Group Folders on
Song Leading ........................ Mike Scott Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Comments .......................... Steve Fulton update attendance on Monday.
EVENING

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

BENEVOLENCE
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................. Larry Coen
Communion Prep........ Longmire family
Nursery ............................ Blisse Hatcher
.......................................... Jenna England
PowerPoint .................... Ruth W illiams

- Receiving Items: 7/ 9/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 7/ 11/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 7/ 11/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Jelly and canned meats
EDUCATION

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
WEDNESDAY EVENING
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
Song Leading ............... Stephen English see Oscar Locklin.
Opening Prayer .......................................
WORSHIP
Devotional ....................... Jesse Claunch
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
WEEKLY REPORT:
website (listed under "Archives")
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 123 - If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ..................................... 178 the sermon, we have wireless
PM W orship ..................................... 143 "LISTEN" devices available in the
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 121 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
Contribution ................................ $9,046
services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR JULY:
Primary ..................................... Joe King
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee

W iFi Password is posted in Foyer

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

