"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A u gu st 25, 20 19

Th e Im por t an ce of Au t h or it y
by Troy Spradlin
In our modern society, there is so much confusion about what is right and wrong that it is hard to distinguish
truth. To add more perplexity, there are some who have proclaimed themselves as the authority of such matters. But
who or what made them the highest court of discernment?W hat are their credentials for assuming such a position?
W hen it comes to matters of faith, there is just as much controversy because there are so many different points of
view. A lot of it stems from worldly influences. So, how do we know what is correct?W ho gets to determine what is
right and wrong?In fact, does there even exist a supreme authority over all spiritual things?If so, is it the church, a
creed book, a chieftain, a central office, or a council of scholars?In other words, who makes the rules?And where
should we go for answers?These are important questions when dealing with religion, because one?s soul is at stake!
Sadly, many who go looking for answers, wind up submitting to a
chieftain, that is, some man posing as a supreme ruler over religious affairs.
Others will consult creed books, confessions of faith, or church disciplines
for guidance. Still others submit to the decisions of councils, synods, or
conventions for matters of faith. The trouble with all of these is that they
are based on human reasoning and emotions. If we simply compare each of
these systems of authority with the other, we can easily identify glaring
disagreements, discrepancies, and hypocrisies! This is because human
wisdom cannot provide any kind of appropriate agreement in religious
discussions when multiple mindsets are involved. As is evidenced in our
current religious environment, division and disunity prevails. Instead, there
must be a singular authority that supersedes all else to which can appeal or consult. Such a foundational authority can
be found in the Bible, the W ord of God.
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13, then John 17:17 and Psalm 119:160. The Bible tells us religious authority originated
with the Creator, God (2 Timothy 3:16,17). Scripture, should and must be the center of all decisions concerning
matters of faith and religion. Understanding the importance of a central authority in all religious affairs is such a
critical concept for every soul on earth to grasp! Knowing the true standard of authority will influence one?s eternal
destination. This is illustrated in the warning Jesus gave to His followers, ?Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord,
Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter,?
(Matthew 7:21). Therefore, it is our responsibility to seek out and discern what the will of God is. Can His will be
found among the decisions of a man, a group of men, or a creed book written by a man?I would think the answer
should be obvious, "No! It cannot." But apparently, as we have already illustrated, it is not that obvious for some.
It saddens me to see how we so flippantly dismiss authority in our spiritual walk, but yet, we are capable of
recognizing it in our secular lives. For example, when a police officer commands us to stop, we must do so;
otherwise, we know we will suffer the consequences for our actions. The concept is not difficult to comprehend!
Therefore, when it comes to religious issues, why doesn?t authority mean the same thing? The Bible tells us why.
Perhaps, the apostle Paul explains it best in 2 Timothy 4:3. Certain people simply don?t want to adhere to an
established, prescribed set of rules, no matter if it is of divine origin or not. They want what they want, period. But
we should all contemplate the words of Jesus in Matthew 28:18. Jesus received His authority from the Supreme
Authority. It is God who sets the rules and guidelines. We have no right or reason to change His commands.
6745 M ar gar et St r eet / m ar gar st @bellsou t h .n et / 850.623.8191
w w w.m ar gar et st r eet ch u r ch of ch r ist .or g

Repay No On e Evil For Evil
by David Baker
"Donot pay evil with evil or insult with insult. On thecontrary, repay evil with blessing, becausetothisyou werecalled
sothat you may inherit a blessing." - 1 Peter 3: 9; "Donot say, "I will dotohim ashehasdonetome; I will pay theman
back for what hehasdone.?- Proverbs 24:29
W hat do you do when you have been unjustly attacked by someone?The book of Proverbs goes against what
our natural instincts would tell us to do. We are told, "Thevexation of a fool isknown at once, but theprudent ignores
an insult." - Proverbs 12:16 & "Hatred stirsup strife," saysthewiseman, "but lovecoversall offenses." - Proverbs 10:12
Jesus told us to turn the other cheek and to love our enemies (Matthew 5:38-48). He told us to treat others the
same way we would want to be treated (Matthew 7:12). He taught us to forgive and to receive back the one who
has wronged us as God has forgiven us and received us back (Matthew 18:21-35).
That's risky though. Believing the best in people who have hurt you usually means being hurt again. Opening
yourself up to those who have already hurt you almost guarantees that you're going to endure further suffering.
But isn't that what it means to "take up the cross?" Nails hurt. Forgiveness is painful. We are absorbing the pain
and giving up the right to justice. Love and mercy involve great risk and comes at a high cost to our hearts.
Do it anyway. Open your heart. Overcome your fear. Crucify it. Remove the judgment. Invite your enemy
back in. Ask God to remove all pride from our hearts, replace anger with compassion and revenge with mercy.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Due to scheduling conflicts, the Miracle League
Service Project scheduled for September 7th has
been cancel ed.
- Next Birthday Night is September 11th.

MHSService Opportunity
Margaret Street will be providing a couple of the
pre-game meals for the MHS football team. The dates
are September 6th and October 25th. More details and
a sign-up sheet will be available on Wednesday. Let
Casey or Jeanna know if you're interested in helping.

- Next Area W ide is September 15th @Gulf Shores.
- Girl's Day @Creekwood on September 28th.
Deadline to sign-up & pay $15 is September 1st.
- YG Trip to OW A on September 29th (More details
coming soon)
- Students: If you're participating in any
extra-curricular activity in the fall, Casey would like
a copy of your schedule.

Area W ide T-Shirts
If you're interested in purchasing a 2019-2020 Area
W ide t-shirt, they will be on sale until Sunday,
September 1st for $10 each.
See Casey or the sign-up sheet on the Youth Board.

Stair-Stackers
SNAC - September 22nd

20-Somethings
Devo- September 16th

L2L Kick-Off will be TONIGHT immediately
following evening services.
Everyone is invited, so come celebrate a new season
and get your children registered.
The season's first W orkshop will be September 8th.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special

Other Requests / Heal th Issues

-

Don Blackwell family - accident
- Robin Bingham's mom
Shane Buckley - blood pressure
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
Gale Broadfoot* - recovery/ surgery
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
Forrest Chapman* - cancer free!
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
Rex and Micki Clopton
- W inston Burnham*
Elizabeth and JT Graham(Masoner)
- Allen Danley - Brazell's* friend
Barbara Helms* - recovering
- Sherry Davis*
Billy Helms* - health
- Richard Elliot - Sarah Lee's* dad
Jack Hendrix* - @SRH, surgery
- Bobbie,* Eddie Garcia
Chris Hollis - knee, blood clots
- Dixie Gorham - former member
Tonja Jelercic - surgeries, Lola's* sis - Kenna Jackson
Liam Mack - recovery
- Marcia Jones - Kenya's* friend
Maduell family* - passing of LeVon
- Eddie Longmire*
Peggy Masoner*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
Mary McGriff - colon test results
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
Rusty Pierce - recovery
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
Turner, Scott, & Davis families*
- Jerry Sullins - missionary to Africa
Rusty Smith - friend of Kenya
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
Mary Lee Smith - recovering
Haley Strength
Mil itar y
Webster Family
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
Elliot W ilson* - new brother
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Javonte' Ganzy - Air-force, TX
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Selinas*
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Expecting Mother s
- Jenna England* - Jan. 2020
- Tiffany Lawrence - Oct. 27
- Macy Roland* - Aug. 28

Cancer
-

Bruce Burnham - Jan Sweeney's son
Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
Pat Deforest*
Ruben Deir - Elsa Nunes* brother
Timothy Ezzell - former member
Jim Gates - Rhonda L.* friend
Jim Graves - Lola's uncle*
Barbara Helms* - breast cancer
Melanie Hendrix - Terry B's niece
Marie and Jeff Lorentz
Vicki (Moon) Mayo - Kenya* friend
Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
Cheryl Neal - Barbara Pace's* cousin
Brian Riley - English's friend
Megan Sanders - Blisse's* friend
David W alther - brain cancer
Ensley Webster - lung cancer

Students in Col l ege
-

Haley Bartell
Hannah Brown
Kyle Harter
Emily Lipford
Jack Webb

Mission W or k s
-

Shanahans* - Mission Italy
The church in Paraguay
Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
Nick Bartell - Vermont

- Savannah Schnell - Nov. 22

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but ineverythingby prayer andsupplication, withthanksgiving, let
your requestsbemadeknown toGod."- Philippians4:6

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, AUGUST 25
MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Rick Bird
Song Director ................ Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
..................... TheGreatest Prayer (Part 2 )
Scripture Reading ............... Seth Crider
.......................................... John 17:20-26
Serving Communion:
Comments ........................ Phillip Webb
Joe W ilson .................. Spencer England
Nick Webb ...................... Grant Locklin
Dennis Maduell .................. Glenn Price
............................................ Elliot W ilson
Closing Prayer ................ Grant Locklin

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION

- Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
Opening Prayer.................... Greg Lewis - Please turn in your Group Folders on
Song Leading ............... Stephen English Sunday Night worship so Blisse can
Comments ......................... Phillip Webb update attendance on Monday.
EVENING

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

BENEVOLENCE
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................... Pat Mense
Communion Prep................. Elsa Nunes
Nursery .................. Stacey Weathersbee
..................................... Lily Weathersbee
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley

- Receiving Items: 9/ 10/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 9/ 12/ 19 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 9/ 12/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Jelly and canned meats
EDUCATION

- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
WEDNESDAY EVENING
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
Song Leading ................... Blake Hatcher see Oscar Locklin.
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee
WORSHIP
Devotional ........................ Justin Barnes
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 131 - If you are having difficulties hearing
AM W orship ..................................... 200 the sermon, we have wireless
PM W orship ..................................... 121 "LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 134
you can sign out and return after
Contribution ................................ $7,408 services. *Please remember to clean
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
when you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR AUGUST:
Primary .................................... Doug Lee
Secondary ................................ John Pace

W iFi Password is posted in Foyer

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

