"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - O ct o b er 20 , 20 19

Wh y Ar e Th er e So M an y Ch u r ch es? (Par t 1)
by Troy Spradlin
Many people have asked, "W hy are there so many churches in the world today?" It is a great question and an important one
to answer. But, truly to understand why requires a study of both the Bible and history. W hen it comes to church history, there
are many versions out there - because it always depends on who is doing the writing! However, the facts are not difficult to find
and Jesus is "the same yesterday and today and forever" (Hebrews 13: 8). So in reality, His church has never really changed since
the day of its inception, as we read in Acts chapter 2 and forward. A look at history tells us from where all these others came.
Today, we will look at the early history; next week we will look at the Restoration, and then finally, modern history.
Beginning in the days of the apostles, we read how autonomous congr egations
of the church of Christ were established (Acts 8-28; Romans 16:16), which were
each lead by a plurality of elders (Acts 14:23; 1 Peter 5:1). But even at that time, some
were already exiting from the faith and starting their own "churches," (3 John 9; 1
Corinthians 1:10; Revelation 2:6). This explains why in the beginning of the second
century, also called the Ageof theChurch Fathers(100 to 500 AD), apologists such as
Irenaeus and Origen wrote that a new practice had emerged where a single elder
began to wield more influence and control over other congregations, outside of his
own. In 325 AD, Roman Emperor Constantine made it official by convening the
Council of Nicea, which decreed that certain "bishops" were to be given control over
the various churches and elderships within their "districts." In that one decree, the Roman Catholic Church was born. This
departure from the Scriptural model of leadership triggered what would later become an avalanche of denominationalism.
From about 500 to 1500, also known as TheDark Ages, the Roman Empire had completely disintegrated, but the Holy Roman
Empire grew in importance and power. Leo I was the first church leader to use the name Pontifex Maximus. But, several
historians generally consider Gregory I to be the actual, first Pope. It was he who wrote a decree stating that Peter was the first
"Pope" in Rome. Therefore, according to him, all authority for the church must reside in Rome. Gregory's successor, Boniface
III, later appointed himself as the first supremeleader of the church in 606 AD. During the Dark Ages, musical instruments were
introduced into worship (666), unbiblical doctrines appeared such as indulgencesfor those who wanted to pay to have their sins
forgiven, and a major division erupted over the location of the headquarters of the Catholic Church between Constantinople
and Rome. Fortunately, this period also produced John W ycliffe's translation of the Bible in English and Johannes Gutenberg's
invention of the printing press, which made the Bible accessible to ordinary people for the first time in history.
Such accessibility to the Bible prompted a German friar, named Martin Luther, to nail his "95 Thesis" (complaints) to the
door of the Catholic Church in W ittenberg in 1517. This ignited a movement called TheReformation (1500 to 1650). Many
others also began studying the Bible on their own, like John Calvin, John Knox, Ulrich Zwingli and Conrad Grebel, who each
rejected Catholic doctrine. This precipitated many to leave that church and start their own. The name Protestant appeared as
more and more "protested" and resisted imperial edicts. The Roman Catholic Church responded with a Counter-Reformation
at the Council of Trent. There, they rejected the accusations against them and affirmed their doctrine through the Catholic
Catechism of 1566. The result was a bloody inquisition and many religious wars where thousands upon thousands lost their
lives over the next several decades. The bloodshed finally subsided when the "Peace of Westphalia" was signed in 1648.
Tired of so much conflict, many religious groups began seeking freedom to practice their own religion by migrating to the
New W orld. From among those groups to arrive, even more divisions emerged as each attempted to follow their own
interpretation of the Scriptures. This has continued until today, resulting in more than 40,000 different religious organizations!
Each has their own creed, their own doctrine, and their own hierarchy of leadership. But, the New W orld also provided fertile
soil for the Restoration Movement (1790-1840). This became a crusade of rejecting all man-made creeds, doctrines, and religious
institutions and simply returning to the Bible for all guidance pertaining to the church and religion. .... continued next week!
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Tr u e Fait h
by C. S. Lewis
?To have faith in Christ means, of course, trying to do all that He says. There would be no sense in saying you
trusted a person if you would not take his advice. Thus if you have really handed yourself over to Him, it must
follow that you are trying to obey Him. But trying in a new way, a less worried way. Not doing these things in
order to be saved, but because He has begun to save you already. Not hoping to get to Heaven as a reward for your
actions, but inevitably wanting to act in a certain way because a first faint gleam of Heaven is already inside you.?

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Area W ide TONIGHT @Pace.
- Fall Festival on Saturday, 26th (seeSSannouncement)
Next workshop is November 3rd.
This will also be the day of the 1st Bible Bowl Pre-Test;
Guys Speech W ILL NOT meet on 3rd, but on 17th
See the English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or the L2L
Facebook page for information.

MHSService Opportunity
Margaret Street will be providing one more pre-game
meals for the MHSfootball team THISFRIDAY, 25th.
If you are willing to help provide food, set-up/ serve,
etc., please sign-up at the Information station or see
Casey Bearden. Set-up will begin at ***

- Students: If you're participating in a winter
extra-curricular activity, Casey would like a copy of
your schedule to attend.

20-Somethings
Halloween Bash - This Fr iday, October 25th
Devo- November 18th @Jeff and Brooke Scott's
Therewill bea meeting on ThisWednesday during Bible
Classfor the20's& 30'sin theFellowship Hall.

ATTENTION High School Jr. & Sr.

Faulkner University has started the "Southland Tour".
The President, select professors, and admissions staff
will be hosted by a local family, and they will have an
opportunity to visit with, answer questions, and give a
Stair-Stackers
glimpse of the school for potential students and families,
Fall Festival - This Satur day, 26th @Cannon's.
without them having to make a campus visit. Any 11th
Festivities will begin @3 pm. Costumes are encouraged.
& 12th graders interested are encouraged to attend.
There are sign-ups available to bring games, food,
This area's date is next Tuesday, October 29th, @7 pm
drinks, etc. Please sign-up to bring something and
Ed & Suzie Temple will be hosting in their home. See
specify how many people you are bringing.
Casey or call Matt O. for more information.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Terry Baxley* - knee replacement
- Gale Broadfoot* - recovery/ surgery
- Shane Buckley - blood pressure (Scotts)
- Lola Burnham* - surgery/ recovery
- Lawrence Carter - new brother!
- Ronnie Cash, Sr. - SRH (Kenya L.)
- Rex and Micki Clopton (old members)
- Louise English* - health issues
- Arva Fisher* - neck surgery / recovery
- Bobbie Garcia* - passing of Eddie
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner)
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- King Family* - passing of Scott
- Lawrence Family - new baby! (Taylor*)
- Josie Lockin* - hip surgery recovery
- Elsa Nunes* - surgery / recovery
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary McGriff* - results, car accident
- Rusty Pierce - recovery (Roxanne P.*)
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Laurie Taylor* - shoulder surgery
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Gale Thames* - tests / moving to Jville
- Webster Family (West*)
- Karen W ilson - tests (former member)

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Sherry Davis*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Billy Helms* - health issues
- Kenna Jackson -(Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Jerry Sullins - missionary (Blisse*)
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Pr uitt House - Josie Locklin*
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Expecting Mother s
- Jenna England* - Jan. 2020
- Savannah Schnell - Nov. 22

Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Javonte' Ganzy - Air-force, TX
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but in
everythingby prayer andsupplication,
withthanksgiving, let your requestsbe
madeknown toGod."- Philippians4:6

Cancer
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Sandy Boyett - Elsa N's* niece
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's)
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's uncle)
- Barbara Helms* - breast cancer
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell)
- Vicki Mayo - (Kenya's* friend)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Cheryl Neal - (Barbara Pace's* cousin)
- Brian Riley - (English's friend)
- Megan Sanders - (Blisse's* friend)
- David W alther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - at home / remission
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20
MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... John Pace
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
....................................... Conflicting Voices
Scripture Reading ............... Seth Crider
........................... Deuteronomy 18:15-22

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments ........................ Phillip Webb
MINISTRY
Joe Bartell ............................ Joe W ilson
Chris Davis ....................... Preston West
ANNOUNCEMENTS
David English ....................... Josh Lewis
ADMINISTRATION
...................................... Dane Harrington
Closing Prayer .......................... Jim Pitts - Deacons & Ministr y Contacts:
pl ease have budget for ms
compl eted by Nov. 15. Thank you!
EVENING
- A blank document is available on the
Opening Prayer.......... Forrest Chapman
MSCOC website
Scripture ...................... Spencer England - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Song Leading ........................ Pete Pierce Thursday, by noon.
Comments ......................... Phillip Webb
BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 10/ 8/ 19 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Richard Fisher - Preparing Boxes: 10/ 10/ 19@9:30 AM
Communion Prep........ Bozeman Family - Distribution: 10/ 10/ 19 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Jelly and canned meats
Nursery ................... Stacey Weathersbee
...................................... Lily Weathersbee
EDUCATION
PowerPoint .......................... Larry Coen
- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
WEDNESDAY EVENING
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
Song Leading ................... Blake Hatcher see Oscar Locklin.
Opening Prayer ........... Richard McCool
WORSHIP
Devotional ............................... John Pace
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 159 website (listed under "Archives")
AM W orship ..................................... 189 - If you are having difficulties hearing
PM W orship ...................................... 132 the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 129
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Contribution ................................ $7,810
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean
ELDER CONTACT FOR OCTOBER:
the headphones with an alcohol wipe
Primary .................................... Rick Bird when you return them.
Secondary .................................. Joe King < W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

