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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  N ovem ber  3, 20 19

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Why Are There So Many Churches? (Par t  3)
by Troy Spradlin

     This is our third installment concerning the question of, "Why are there so many churches in the world today?" 
We have approached the question by considering both history and the Bible. We began with observing the source of 
division that produced the various denominations of Christendom today (Part 1) and then we discussed why the 
church of Christ is not one of those denominations (Part 2). There remains a third element to addressed. It is the 
question of, ?If the Church of Christ is not a denomination, then why are there several different ?types? of churches of 
Christ?? Sadly, this is a question we often avoid, or only speak about in private circles. But, it is important for 
brethren to know the differences and the history behind it. Let?s see if we can explain.

  After the prominent men of the Restoration Movement were successful in 
convincing the hearts and minds of God-fearing people to turn back to the Bible in 
order to restore the Lord?s church, it was no time at all before departures surfaced 
once again, this time from within the church. As early as 1849, questions and 
opposing opinions emerged over church cooperation within missions, the 
inclusion of musical instruments in worship, and other methodological disputes. 
This lead to differing practices among the various congregations around the 
country. In 1906, the U.S. Census revealed just how far and wide the sectioning 
had truly reached. It exposed the fact that the Restoration church had segmented 

into two distinct groups: the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and the Church of Christ. The primary 
difference between the two was instrumental music. Only the Church of Christ maintained the practice of a cappella 
singing in worship. It didn't stop there, the sectioning continued among those two branches as differing factions 
among their membership developed over the next several years. All the work that had been done to unify Christians 
in returning to the Scriptural model of the church had fragmented into different bodies.

    Among the Churches of Christ, these differing factions grew in number over the course of the twentieth century. 
Quite frankly, this should be one of the expected results of true autonomy. When independent congregations started 
?working out their salvation? (Philippians 2:12), strong opinions develop over all kinds of Scriptural interpretations. 
The various views that emerged within the churches of Christ lead to some groups assigning special identities to 
themselves, such as, "Mutual Edification, Non-Institutional, One-cup, Main-Stream, etc." while others attributed 
pejorative labels to the various groups. This means that just because it says ?Church of Christ? on the sign doesn?t 
always guarantee that a particular group practices the exact same thing as another church of Christ down the street. 

    Perhaps, the biggest problem with all of this division is the lack of love and respect so often displayed between the 
various groups. So often, it is just a matter of differing OPINIONS! The sad reality is, these opinions have  turned 
into ?tests of fellowship,? where one faction won?t have anything to do with another just because of the differences. 
Some of these groups are downright hateful toward each other, either directly or indirectly. Certainly, matters of 
opinion (or even doctrinal differences) are never grounds for treating someone with contempt and hatefulness!

    So, what does all of this history teach us regarding, ?Why are there so many churches in the world?? It teaches us 
that although God has given man the Bible, man still hasn't quite worked it all out perfectly. We?re still learning! The 
only answer to all of this - from the beginning of the church?s history until now - is to study the Scriptures diligently 
(Acts 17:11). Jesus clearly taught that only those who DO God's will shall enter into heaven (Matthew 7:21). So, we 
must find His will in His word and obey it if we want to be acceptable to Him. It is as simple as that. - TS



- FUEL Fall Retreat @ GCBC begins this Friday, 8th. 
The van will leave @ 4:30 pm and return around 3 
pm on Sunday, 10th (Bring money for 2 meals & See 
GCBC website for packing lists/ questions)

- Next Birthday Night is November 13th 

- Quarterly Parent /Teen Meeting on November 17th

- Exposure Youth Camp (December 27 - 30)

- Students: If you're participating in a winter 
extra-curricular activity, Casey would like a copy of 
your schedule to attend.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Pract icing Chr ist ianit y

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden 
In one of my daily readings, I ran across this concept that the author used to describe what parenting really is. 

As I read through it, I found that it not only reflected parenting, but also ministry and Christianity. He began by 
using the term doctors, lawyers, and therapists use to describe their careers - practice. Further stating that it isn't 
the case they aren't professionals, but rather that their fields are constantly evolving and changing... the learning 
curve never ends. Therefore, they are continually working on themselves and their work, always practicing, and 
never getting to the point where they no longer need to work on or improve their skills. 

That's exactly how we should describe our faith and relationships - Practicing. We'll never figure out how to 
eliminate every mistake or develop the right techniques for every situation, but what we are doing is continuing 
down a path to more integrity and lasting principles that assist in our efforts of learning, growing, and becoming 
better people. 

He then stated that the expression we've always used doesn't help our case at all because it is impossible - 
"Practice makes perfect." Rather, he suggested that "practice makes permanent". In practicing how to be better 
parents, friends, and Christians, we will develop lasting patterns of behavior that will become part of us and help 
us continue down the path toward greater integrity. It is a mindset that we must choose to establish in our own 
hearts, which will impact the hearts of others around us, but remember... it's all a practice. Don't quit, give up, or 
stop growing and learning. Blessings! ~CB

Stair-Stackers
SNAC - November 17th 

Turkey Trot - November 26th 
20-Somethings

Devo - November 18th @ Jeff and Brooke Scott's

Workshop TODAY (Schedule is as follows)

Bible Bowl - 1:45-2:30 (1st Pre-test during this time)

Oral Bible Reading - 2:30-3:15

Puppets - 3:15-4:00

Song Leading/Songs of Praise - 4:00-4:45

Speech - 4:45-5:30 (Guys Speech will not meet; 
Re-scheduled for 17th @ 4 pm)

See the English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or the L2L 
Facebook page for information.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

"Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known to God." - Philippians 4:6

Special   
- Terry Baxley* - knee replacement 
- Gale Broadfoot* - recovery/ surgery
- Shane Buckley - blood pressure (Scotts)
- Lola Burnham* - surgery/ recovery 
- Winston Burnham - fell/ x-rays
- Lawrence Carter - new brother!
- Ronnie Cash, Sr. - SRH (Kenya L.)
- Rex and Micki Clopton (old members)
- Ron Fields - surg./ cancer (old member)
- Arva Fisher* - neck surgery /  recovery
- Bobbie Garcia* - passing of Eddie
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner)        
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- King Family* - passing of Scott
- Lawerence family -baby born!(Taylor*)
- Josie Lockin* - hip surgery recovery 
- Elsa Nunes* - surgery /  recovery
- Mary McGriff* - results, car accident
- Rusty Pierce - recovery (Roxanne P.*)
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Laurie Taylor* - shoulder surgery
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Gale Thames* - tests /  moving to Jville
- Webster Family (West*)
- Karen Wilson - tests (former member)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Consulate Heal th - Michael Jones*
-  SR Rehab - Charles Williamson* 
- Prui tt  House - Josie Locklin*
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Sherry Davis* 
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Billy Helms* - health issues
- Kenna Jackson -(Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Eddie Longmire*
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Jerry Sullins - missionary (Blisse*)
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- John Bartell* - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Javonte' Ganzy - Air-force, TX
- Drayton Hale - Virginia 
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Jenna England* - Jan. 2020
- Savannah Schnell -  Nov. 22

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Sandy Boyett - Elsa N's* niece
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's) 
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's uncle)
- Barbara Helms* - breast cancer
- Michael Jones*
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell)
- Vicki Mayo - (Kenya's* friend)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Cheryl Neal - (Barbara Pace's* cousin)
- Brian Riley - (English's friend)
- Megan Sanders - (Blisse's* friend)
- David Walther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - at home /  remission

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland



MORNING
Opening Prayer ........................ Joe King 
Song Director .............. Stephen English 
Sermon ................................ Nick Bartell   
"Traversing Life's Transitions: Walking like Joshua"

Scripture Reading ............ Jak Gallagher 
.............................................  Joshua 1:1-9

Serving Communion:
Comments ...................... Oscar Locklin 
Jim Loftin  .................. Roger Tonneson 
Spencer England ............. Russell Estain 
Eli Whitney  ............... Richard McCool 
.............................................. Clark Smith 
Closing Prayer ...................... Joe Taylor

EVENING
Opening Prayer........ Sing/Prayer Night 
Scripture .......................... David English 
Song Leading ........... Sing/Prayer Night 
Comments ....................... Oscar Locklin

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Blake Hatcher 
Communion Prep....... Longmire family 
Nursery ............................... Amy Napier 
............................................... Ashley Ray 
PowerPoint  .................. Brooks Singley 

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .................... Jackson Lash 
Opening Prayer .................... Jack Davis  
Devotional ............................. Rick Bird 

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 114 
AM Worship .................................... 193 
PM Worship ..................................... 123 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 119 
Contribution ................................ $6,202

ELDER CONTACT FOR NOVEMBER:
Primary ....................................  Joe King 
Secondary ............................... Doug Lee

SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Joe King ................................... 623-3783 
.......................  joejohnking1@yahoo.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts* 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deacons & Ministry Contacts: 

please have budget forms 
completed by Nov. 15. Thank  you!

- A blank document is available on the 
MSCOC website

- Deadline for all bulletin items: 
Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 11/12/19 @ 9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 11/14/19@ 9:30 AM
- Distribution:  11/14/19 @ 2:15 PM 
- Pantry needs : Jelly and canned meats

EDUCATION
-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 

the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please 

see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean 
the headphones with an alcohol wipe 
when you return them.  

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
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