"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Jan u ar y 26 , 20 20

WHY PREACH?
by Troy Spradlin

Preaching is an important part of our worship, but it is not the most important part, nor is it the central focus.
That distinction goes the Lord's Supper. People have differing opinions as to what true preaching is. Some think that
preaching is just a motivational speech and some think that it simply serves to rebuke people. W hile it can include
some of those elements, that is not the purpose of preaching according to the Bible. Such misconceptions show why
it is important to study the subject in order to better understand the place and purpose of preaching in worship.
W hy is ther e pr eaching in a w or ship ser vice?The answer is, "because of examples and commandments in the
Scriptures." For example, what did Jesus command His disciples to do in Mark 16:15?W hat mandate was given to
Timothy in 2 Timothy 4:2-4?W hat did Paul do for the brethren in 1 Corinthians 15:1?There are also many
examples of preaching recorded in the New Testament; see Acts 2:14-36, 3:12-26, 4:5-12, 7:2-53, 8:5, 10:28-47, 16:32,
17:22-31; and 20:7. Because of these commands and examples, there is usually someone who will get up and preach as
part of our worship service. As a result, thousands of sermons are preached every first day of the week throughout
the entire world. But, a sermon must have a purpose.
The Bibl e us teaches us that the pur pose of pr eaching is:
1. To reveal and explain the scriptures (Acts 7:1-53, 8:35; Nehemiah 8:8)
2. To present Christ as our only hope (2 Corinthians 4:5; Acts 8:35).
3. To promote Christian growth (Acts 2:42).
4. To inform man as to how to receive salvation (Acts 2:37, 38; 1 Cor 15:1-4).
Through this avenue, both believers and unbelievers can get to know Jesus and
learn more about God?s will.
W ho is the per son that pr eaches?Is it someone with a special gift?Must one have a special license or specific
credentials in order to preach?Although many of our religious friends like to make the preacher part of some special
office like ?clergy,?or as ?reverend,??priest,?or ?pastor,?those are not how Scripture uses those words nor how it
describes the preacher (the word clergy is not even found in the Bible). In reality, the preacher is really nothing more
than any Christian who shares the W ord of God with others. There is no verse that indicates one must have a special
license or other credentials to preach. All Christians are to preach in some form or another.
However, just because everyone should/ can preach doesn?t mean just anyone should step into a pulpit. This is
because a preacher should have an exemplary life. His actions outside the pulpit are often more persuasive than any
words he may speak. He must also be one who knows how to "rightly dividetheword of truth," (2 Timothy 2:15).
Therefore, preaching should never be discounted, nor contain only one?s opinions. Peter makes it abundantly clear
that preaching is serious business (1 Peter 4:11)! It has been said, ?A preacher should hide behind the cross when
preaching!?That would certainly keep one?s ego and opinions in check and the true purpose of preaching out front!
How ar e w e to pr each?One of the kingdom's greatest preachers, Paul, explains, "Preach theword! Beready in
season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching." (2 Timothy 4:2) From this, we can
deduce that (1) we must preach from the Bible; (2) we must be prepared to preach at any given moment and in any
circumstance; (3) we must persuade others by reasoning with the Scriptures; (4) we must point out our shortcomings
when compared to the W ord; (5) we must build up and edify others; and (6) we must do it all with method that
exhibits much love and patience. Lastly, we should be reminded that preaching is God's chosen method for talking
directly to us - through His W ord (Hebrews 1:1,2; Romans 10:14-17; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).
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Do Not Fear
by Casey Bearden
This past Wednesday, we heard a devotional about fear. Fear is a powerful thing. Yes, we should have a healthy fear of
god, but that's more of a respect-type fear, not the type we're talking about. The type of fear discussed is defined as "an
unpleasant emotion caused by thebelief that something or someoneisdangerous, likely tocausepain, or a threat". Also described as "a
feeling of anxiety concerning theoutcomeof something or thesafety and well-being of someone." This is the type of fear that we let
control us in matters of life and faith from time to time. The encouragement we received was to overcome that fear, and be
bold in our faith.
This isn't a new emotion, and God took the time to help alleviate fear in those who followed Him. He gives this
encouragement through Isaiah in Chapter 43 - "But now thussaystheLord, hewhocreated you, O Jacob, hewhoformed you, O
Israel: ?Fear not, for I haveredeemed you; I havecalled you by name, you aremine. 2When you passthrough thewaters, I will bewith
you; and through therivers, they shall not overwhelmyou; when you walk through fireyou shall not beburned,and theflameshall not
consumeyou.3For I am theLord your God,theHoly Oneof Israel, your Savior."

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
Save The Date: Ark / Creation Museum

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

July 19 - 24, Margaret St. will be coordinating a trip to
Kentucky for a Family Week at the Ark & Creation
Museum attractions. Everyone is invited to attend, as
we will use this as a Family Retreat for 2020. More
details & a sign-up sheet will be available by the end of
January / beginning of February.

- 2020 SNAC sign-up is now available. If you're
willing and interested in hosting a Sunday Evening
SNAC for the YG, please sign-up at the Information
Station. There are still plenty of dates available. See
Casey with any questions.

More Save The Dates:
GCBCWeeks: High School (June 14 - 19), Middle
School (June 21 - 26), Jr. (June 28 - July 2)
VacationBibleSchool: July 12 - 15

L2L W or k shop Schedul e:
Oral BibleReading - 1:30 - 2:15 pm
Puppets- 2:15 - 3:00 pm
Song Leading/ Songsof Praise- 3:00 - 3:45 pm
BibleBowl - 3:45 - 4:30 pm
Speech - 4:30 - 5:30 pm
See the English's, L2L Bulletin Board, or the L2L
Facebook page for information.

- Next SNAC will be the Super Bowl SNAC next
Sunday, February 2nd.
- Bible Study @the Bearden's on Tuesday, 28th, @4
pm. Bring your Bible.
- Quarterly Parent / Teen Meeting on February 2nd.
- Next Birthday Night is February 5th.
- Next Area W ide is February 23rd @Scenic Hills.
- Students: If you're participating in a winter
extra-curricular activity, Casey would like a copy of
your schedule to attend.

20-Somethings
Devo on February 20th @Hatcher's (6:30 pm)

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Camila Aviles - SHH, virus (Nunes*)
- Brandon Bostic - seizure, (Kenya*)
- Lola Burnham* - surgery/ recovery
- Geneva Blanchard - prayers
- Copeland fam. - foster son, recovering
- Rex and Micki Clopton (fmr members)
- England family* - birth of Blair!
- Cody English - carwreck (Rhett E.)
- Bobbie Garcia* - passing of Eddie
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner)
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- Joe King* - requesting prayers
- King Family* - passing of Scott
- Lawerence family -baby born!(Taylor*)
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Peggy Masoner*
- Sophia Minor (Blanchard)
- Barbara Pace* - health
- Debbie Pinney
- W alter Reep* - health, recovering
- Melody Sanborn - recovery(Burnham*)
- Jeannette Strickland* - surg., recovery
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Gale Thames - health / moved
- Halle West - torn ACL
- Ruth W illiams - recovering
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NW FSBS

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- David Abel
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson -(Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Kristina Pace*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Cancer
- Patricia Ann* - MZL stage 4, hospital
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Sandy Boyette - Elsa N's* niece
- Forrest Chapman - cancer returned
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*)
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's uncle)
- Michael Jones* - stomach cancer
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Cheryl Neal - (Barbara Pace's* cousin)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse*)
- Bailey W orrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - cancer returned
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Leanne Bearden* - July 5, 2020

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but ineverythingby prayer andsupplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requestsbemadeknowntoGod."- Philippians4:6
UPCOMING EVENTS
March 17th : Perc'-N-Prayer
April - 12th : L2L Convention
21st : Perc'-N-Prayer
May - 17th : Graduation Banquet
19th : Perc'-N-Prayer
June 27th - July 3: Mission Campaign to Italy
July - 19th - 24th : Family Retreat to Creation
Museum and Ark

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 26
MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Joe King
Song Director ............. Stephen English
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
............................................... "Pursuing Godliness"
" Scripture Reading .............. Seth Crider
..................................... 1 Timothy 4:6-11

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments ...................... Oscar Locklin
MINISTRY
Doug Lee ................................ John Pace
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Blake Hatcher ............... Casey Bearden
Spencer England ............ Preston West
ADMINISTRATION
.............................................. Chris Davis - El der s, Deacons, & Ministr y
Closing Prayer .................... Joe W ilson
Contacts: pictur es next Sun, 2/ 2!
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
Make sure to check your information
Opening Prayer........ Roger Tonnesson
in the foyer for the new Directory. If
Scripture .......................... Phillip Webb
you have any questions, see Blisse.
Song Leading ................... Jackson Lash
- Sign up for the 2019 Contribution
Comments ....................... Oscar Locklin

ELDERS

Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

Statement is @the inform. station! Administration .................. Troy Spradlin

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................. Larry Coen
Communion Prep................ Bird family
Nursery ...................... Elizabeth Lipford
................................................ Lisa Webb
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 2/ 11/ 20 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 2/ 13/ 20 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 2/ 13/ 20 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Jelly and canned meats

EDUCATION
- Bible Class Schedules are available at
WEDNESDAY EVENING
the Welcome Desk
Song Leading .............. Stephen English - Anyone willing to help teach, please
Opening Prayer ............. David English see Oscar Locklin.
Devotional ..................... Casey Bearden
WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
WEEKLY REPORT:
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 162
website (listed under "Archives")
AM W orship ................................... 214
- If you are having difficulties hearing
PM W orship ..................................... 114
the sermon, we have wireless
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 114
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Contribution ................................ $8,361 foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
ELDER CONTACT FOR JANUARY:
services. *Please remember to clean the
Primary .................................. John Pace headphones with an alcohol wipe !*
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

