"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Jan u ar y 5, 20 20

Sin gin g or In st r u m en t s in Wor sh ip?

by Troy Spradlin
The subject of incorporating musical instruments into worship is a topic that has been debated and contended by religious
minded people for more than 1,500 years! Yet, people today are still just as confused as to what is, or isn?t, allowed in worship. I
frequently find this as a top subject to have to work through during evangelistic Bible studies and religious conversations I have
with precious souls searching for truth. W hy is it so hard to understand?W hat is the truth in this matter?
The best way to approach this subject is by first establishing a mutually-agreed-upon authority.
Since, we?re all talking about worship to God, wouldn?t it make sense that God?s word should be
the deciding, authoritative factor?Indeed, it should! W ithout it, then it?s really just one person?s
opinion over another. This is often revealed in the words people use. For example, when
someone says, ?I just like the way it sounds,?or, ?I prefer to go to a church with a band,?we
should recognize that those comments are nothing more than personal, subjective preferences not Biblically based, Scripturally supported conclusions. There's a difference!
This is probably the main reason why people cannot agree on the topic. It is because they mix
personal preference with ?Thus saith the Lord.?However, those two approaches are completely
incompatible! Do you see why one has to establish where the final authority is found, then
submit to that?It boils down to asking yourself, ?W hat is more important: my will, or God?s will??(cf. Deut. 5:29; John 14:15)
So, if we can agree to submit to the Bible, then does it tell us what we are supposed to be doing during worship?The answer
is, ?Yes and no.?Let?s be brutally honest! Yes, there are several verses that make some specific statements about music, but there
is no verse that says, ?Thou shall not use musical instruments in worship.?However, before jumping to any conclusions,
understand that there is also no verse that says, ?Musical instruments arepermitted in worship.?So, then how do we decide?
There are two points of discernment to consider that can help us draw a sound conclusion: (1) discerning the difference
between the Old and New Testaments; and (2) discerning what is God?s will.
Considering the first point, people often like to appeal to passages where instruments were used in the Temple in Jerusalem
(the place of worship) such as Psalms 98, 144, and 149. However, if we are going to use these Old Testament verses as our
authority for musical instruments, then this implies we must keep the entire Old Testament law, not just one aspect of that law
(James 2:10). Accordingly, we would also need to offer animal sacrifices, have special clothing for priests (which are only Levites
- how do we identify who is a Levite?) and use incense, as the Law of Moses commanded. In addition, ALL worshipers must
play an instrument, because only priests were allowed in the temple. Doesn?t that seem absurd for today?s worship?So, not only
can we not appeal to the Old Testament to justify musical instruments in worship, but we are no longer under that Old Law,
nor can we consider it as obligatory in worship under the Christian dispensation (Rom. 7:1-14; Col. 2:14; Hebrews 7:22, 8:6).
Now, concerning God?s will and the argument of no prohibitive verses for instruments; we could also just easily say that the
Bible does not specifically prohibit the use of cake or milk in the Lord's Supper. Yet, how do we know that we should not
change those elements?Because we have commands and examples to teach us otherwise. Her e?s the point, if God tel l s us
w hat He w ants, then He doesn't need to l ist ever ything He doesn't w ant. W hat the Bible does say and demonstrate is
?singing?(Matthew 26:30; Acts 16:25; Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; 1 Corinthians 14:15). In fact, there is not one single
example of musical instruments being used in Christian worship in the entire New Testament. Every reference only points to
one form of music - singing. Also, according to several historians, apostolic, and church father?s writings, there is no example of
musical instruments being used in worship during Christianity?s early years. The first indication of musical instruments being
added to worship happened around the 7th century!
Therefore, if we are truly concerned about worshiping God according to His will, then it makes perfect sense to follow the
examples and commandments for worship that are found only in His Holy W ord. This means submitting to His authority. It is
not a matter of personal preference, nor a question of ambiguity, nor some development in the name of progress. It is also
incorrect to say, ?It?s not a salvation issue,?because it actually is directly related to one?s salvation (cf. Acts 2:41-47; Matt 7:21).
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We Love t h e Sou ls of Ever yon e
by Phil Sanders
?This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come
to the knowledge of the truth?(1 Timothy 2:3?4).
Because we love the souls of men and want them to go to heaven, we preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul
knew this burden and said, ?I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the
foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it
is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek?(Romans
1:14?16).
Because we love the souls of men, we are not afraid to speak out against sin. We know that passions of the flesh
?wage war against the soul?(1 Peter 2:11).
Because we love the souls of men, we preach the need to follow Jesus. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.
?No one comes to the Father except through me?(John 14:6).
Because we love the souls of men, we point people to what is best. The Lord Jesus came to bring us an
abundant life (John 10:10). His yoke is easy, and His burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30). He is the W onderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). He is ?our wisdom and our righteousness
and sanctification and redemption?(1 Corinthians 1:30). We can do no better than to preach Jesus and Him
crucified to every soul in every place who will hear.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
Volunteers Needed
Tuesday, January 7th: Margaret St. will be hosting the
MHS Soccer team for a pre-game meal. If willing and
interested in helping, please see Casey. Sign-up will be
available next week.
Sunday, January 12th: Margaret St. will be hosting the
Area W ide on January 12th. If willing and interested
in helping with the festivities, please sign-up at the
Information Station. See Casey with any questions.

Save The Date: Ark / Creation Museum
July 19 - 24, Margaret St. will be coordinating a trip to
Kentucky for a Family Week at the Ark & Creation
Museum attractions. Everyone is invited to attend, as
we will use this as a Family Retreat for 2020. More
details & a sign-up sheet will be available by the end of
January. Hope you'll make plans to attend.

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- 2020 calendar is now available.
- 2020 SNAC sign-up is now available. If you're
willing and interested in hosting a Sunday Evening
SNAC for the YG, please sign-up at the Information
Station. See Casey with any questions.
- The first SNAC is TONIGHT in the Fellowship
Hall. Guys bring drinks, girls bring desserts.
- Birthday Night is Wednesday @5:30. We'll meet @
Chick-Fil-A and acknowledge all January birthdays.
- Students: If you're participating in a winter
extra-curricular activity, Casey would like a copy of
your schedule to attend.

Responses
At the Exposure Youth Camp in Huntsville this past
weekend, Margaret St. had 5 youth members respond
asking for encouragement, forgiveness, strength, and
prayers - Seth Crider, Liz Ann Webb, Nick Webb, Lily
Weathersbee, and Elliot W ilson.
We're proud of the courage they have shown by
coming forward, and the example they have set for
us.Please remember them in your daily prayers.

Other Ministry Updates / Events
20-Somethings: Devo on Janury 20th
Stair-Stackers: SNAC on January 19th

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Camila Aviles - SHH, virus (Nunes*)
- Pat Ann* - gallbladder surgery
- Lola Burnham* - surgery/ recovery
- Geneva Blanchard - prayers
- Forrest Chapman - tumor, @SHH
- Rex and Micki Clopton (fmr members)
- Ron Fields - surg/ cancer (fmr member)
- Bobbie Garcia* - passing of Eddie
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner)
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- King Family* - passing of Scott
- Lawerence family -baby born!(Taylor*)
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Sophia Minor (Blanchard)
- Debbie Pinney
- Melody Sanborn - surgery (Burnham*)
- Schnell family - birth of Simon!
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Temple Family - passing of Roberta*
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Gale Thames* - tests / moved to Jville
- Halle West - torn ACL
- Maggie W ilson - RSV
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*
Expecting Mother s
- Jenna England* - Jan. 2020, bed rest

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- David Alde
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Kenna Jackson -(Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Jerry Sullins - missionary (Blisse*)
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Ruth W illiams
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NW FSBS

Cancer
- Patricia Ann* - MZL stage 4, hospital
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Sandy Boyette - Elsa N's* niece
- Forrest Chapman - cancer returned
- Sandi Coppedge - cancer returned
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*)
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's uncle)
- Barbara Helms* - breast cancer
- Michael Jones* - stomach cancer
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Cheryl Neal - (Barbara Pace's* cousin)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse)
- David W alther - brain cancer
- Ensley Webster - cancer returned
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Javonte' Ganzy - Air-force, TX
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but ineverythingby prayer andsupplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requestsbemadeknowntoGod."- Philippians4:6

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Rick Bird
Song Director ...................... Pete Pierce
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
................ "Spiritual Disciplines: Stewardship"
Scripture Reading ........... Elliot W ilson
........................................... Luke 12:42-48

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, .................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments ............................ Mike Scott
Doug Lee ................................ John Pace
MINISTRY
Blake Hatcher ............... Casey Bearden
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Spencer England ............ Preston West
ADMINISTRATION
.............................................. Chris Davis
Closing Prayer ................. Phillip Webb - Deadline for all bulletin items:
Thursday, by noon.
- Make sure to check your information
EVENING
in the foyer for the new Directory. If
Opening Prayer .......... Singing / Prayer you have any questions please see
Scripture ...................... Singing / Prayer Blisse.
Song Leading .............. Singing / Prayer
BENEVOLENCE
Comments .................. Singing / Prayer
- Receiving Items: 1/ 7/ 20 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 1/ 9/ 20 @9:30 AM
W orship Service and Preparation:
- Distribution: 1/ 9/ 20 @2:15 PM
Secure Building ............... Blake Hatcher - Pantry needs : Jelly and canned meats
Communion Prep................ Bird family
EDUCATION
Nursery .............................. Lori Mense
............................................. Amy Napier - Bible Class Schedules are available at
PowerPoint .................. Brooks Singley the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.
WEDNESDAY EVENING

Song Leading ...................... Seth Crider
WORSHIP
Opening Prayer ................. Brett Napier
- Service Rosters are available on the
Devotional .............................. Rick Bird
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
WEEKLY REPORT:
- If you are having difficulties hearing
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 121 the sermon, we have wireless
AM W orship ................................... 183 "LISTEN" devices available in the
PM W orship ................................... N/ A foyer, located in the Armoire, which
Wed. Night Bible Class ................... 104 you can sign out and return after
Contribution ............................... $8,071 services. *Please remember to clean the
headphones with an alcohol wipe when
you return them.
ELDER CONTACT FOR JANUARY:
Primary .................................. John Pace
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird < W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Joe King ................................... 623-3783
....................... joejohnking1@yahoo.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

