"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Feb r u ar y 23, 20 20

Can We Fall Fr om Gr ace? (Par t 1)
by Troy Spradlin
There is a rather common saying among preachers that goes like this, ?It?s easier to get them in the front door than it is to
keep them from going out the back door!?W hat is meant by this is that evangelizing and converting someone is not as difficult
as trying to keep them in the church, or help them remain faithful! Essentially, this becomes a major goal for anyone who serves
in ministry, trying to strengthen the souls of the brethren so that they don?t fall away. To make things more difficult and
confusing, there are countless religious teachers who say it is impossible to fall away. Could that be
true?Or, can we fall from God's grace?How can we know for sure?
The only way to answer these questions, including why people leave the church, is with an open
Bible. God?s W ord is very clear about this subject. If anyone desires to know the truth, then it first
requires an honest heart and a humble approach to Bible study. In other words, we should never
open the Bible with the purpose of forcing it to confirm something we may already believe. Instead,
we must allow God?s word to reveal its knowledge to us. This simply means reading the words that
are written, understanding what it says (along with all that is says about a subject), and then just
accepting what it says. Simple. According to 1 Peter 4:11 we must speak according to the words of
the Bible, which implies not adding to it, changing it, or negating what it says in any way at all.
One time, during a Bible study, I asked the person with whom I was studying to read a particular verse. I then witnessed them
reading it aloud from the Bible while changing the words as they spoke them ? what came out of their mouth was not the same
words that were written on the page! W hen I asked them to re-read the verse, they repeated the behavior of changing the
words! The reason why that happened is because they had been taught by someone else ?what that verse is supposed to mean,?
or ?what the writer really meant to say here,?instead of just reading the words literally and directly from the ink on the paper. It
was a very strange experience, but it illustrated to what extent people can be confused about certain Bible doctrines.
W ith that in mind, let's look objectively at what the Bible says in Galatians 5:4, ?You havebecomeestranged from Christ, you who
attempt tobejustified by law; you havefallen from grace." Here, we can see that one who was in a previously saved state of being can
wind up in a separated state of being, or an alienated position from God?s saving grace (the context also supports this
deduction). In other words, you can go from being saved to being unsaved (no longer saved). Now consider this, how many
times does God have to say something for it to be true?Only once, right?! Indeed. Yet, this isn?t the only place the Bible speaks
so directly, or implicitly, about how one can walk away from the faith, even after having been saved by obeying the Gospel.
People leave the faith for many reasons, but every reason can be boiled down to having a heart problem. One?s heart simply
isn?t right with God. The parable of the soils is a helpful illustration regarding this principle (Matthew 13:1-23). It describes
how people can come right up to the foot of the cross, even become a disciple (implied), but then leave the faith. It teaches us
how God?s W ord affects the heart in four different ways. Every human heart falls into one of those four categories.
This same principle is seen once again in the actions of Simon the sorcerer, (Acts 8:9-25). The apostle Peter says to him, ?You
haveneither part nor portion in thismatter, for your heart isnot right in thesight of God. Repent thereforeof thisyour wickedness, and
pray God if perhapsthethought of your heart may beforgiven you,?(8:21,22). His heart was not right and he needed to repent those are clear indicators that Simon was no longer in a saved state of being. Just reading what the words say and not adding to
or taking away any bias, notice the sequence of events: Simon was saved (8:13), he sinned (8:18-19), was told he was in danger
and would perish (8:20-23), all of which Simon recognized and acknowledged (8:24). Simon fell from God's grace!
The lesson for us is straightforward. A Christian, a saved member of the body of Christ, may choose to leave the church, and
decide to no longer be a faithful disciple. In doing so, it removes the gift of salvation and any hope of eternal life in heaven. How
very sad! I hope this helped you see that both coming to Christ and leaving Christ are done by choice. (Tobecontinued - TS).
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Sh eph er d's Voice
A Messagefrom theMargaret St. Elders
Bring. Teach. Keep. - designed by Chuck Anderson, who conducted a seminar at Margaret Street on this very program, has
motivated many church members to to get involved in evangelism. This is what we hope to implement as the catalyst in
seeing our new vision through the next phase of life here at Margaret Street.
The concept is simple, non-threatening, and easy to learn. Our hope is that everyone can see that they have a role in
helping the church grow, even if they're not comfortable teaching. Other major roles include the invitation to come and the
encouragement that follows, which helps the person being evangelized to feel more connected and cared about, helping them
develop a stronger faith and stronger relationships, which assist in maintaining a life-long walk with Jesus.
We hope that you all will share in our excitement, and joy, as we prepare for the future, and build on the present here at
Margaret Street. On March 29th we will be having a special presentation on this subject. Thank you and we love you all.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
ECSOutreach Day

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

This year, the YG will be participating in something
new, along with other youth groups and
congregations in the Gulf Coast area.
On March 13th, a VBS-style outreach will be put on
for the students at Escambia Christian School.
There are more details to come, but we hope you'll
make your plans to participate.

- If you're willing and interested in hosting a SNAC
for the YG in July, please sign-up at the Information
Station. See Casey with any questions.
- Area W ide @Scenic Hills TODAY. Van will leave
@4:30 and return around 7:45.
- YG Bible Study @Bearden's on March 3rd @4 pm.

Ark / Creation Museum

- Next Birthday Night will be @Chick-Fil-A on
March 4th @5:30. We'll be celebrating those with
February & March birthdays.

Due to some unforeseen issues with logistics, the
Kentucky trip scheduled for July has been postponed
until next summer.

- Students: If you're participating in a spring
extra-curricular activity, Casey would like a copy of
your schedule in order to attend.

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Camila Aviles - SHH, virus (Nunes*)
- Brandon Bostic - seizure, (Kenya*)
- Katie Chapman* - SRH, room 329
- Rex and Micki Clopton (fmr members)
- England family* - birth of Blair!
- Cody English - carwreck (Rhett E.)
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*)
- Brittany Holloway - loss of brother
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- Daniel Hudson - critical (English*)
- King Family* - passing of Scott
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Dorthy Longmire - eye surg / recovery
- Martin family - needing prayers
- Peggy Masoner*
- Larry McDonald* - ankle, pacemaker
- Sophia Minor (Blanchard)
- Barbara Pace* - health
- Adam Palacios* - W FH, ICU room 6
- Debbie Pinney
- Dwayne Spradlin - kidneys (Troy S*)
- Jeannette Strickland* - surg., recovery
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Halle West - torn ACL
- Ruth W illiams* - recovering
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NW FSBS
Expecting Mother s
- Amy Boyd - March 18, 2020
- Leanne Bearden* - July 5, 2020

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- David Abel
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Kristina Pace*
- Sue Perritt* - in recovery
- W alter Reep*
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Gale Thames - health (fmr. member)
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Cancer
- Patricia Ann* - MZL stage 4, hospital
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Sandy Boyette - Elsa N's* niece
- Forrest Chapman*
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*)
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Michael Jones* - stomach cancer
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Cheryl Neal - (Barbara Pace's* cousin)
- Monica Parker (Andrea S. sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse*)
- Bailey W orrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain cancer (English*)
- Ensley Webster - (West*)
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but in everythingby prayer
andsupplication, withthanksgiving, let your requests
bemadeknown toGod."- Philippians4:6

ITALY M ISSION TRIP
June 20-27, 2020

Plan n in g M eet in g
Today @ 5:00
Room 117

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
MORNING
Opening Prayer .................... Doug Lee
Song Director ................. Blake Hatcher
Sermon ........................... Troy Spradlin
.................................. "TheHandsof Jesus"
Scripture Reading .......... Oscar Locklin
........................................... Psalm 22:1-22

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments ........................ Phillip Webb
Pat Mense ............................ Greg Lewis
MINISTRY
Joe Bartell .................... Gunner Locklin
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Jackson Lash ..................... Bob Locklin
ADMINISTRATION
............................................... Jim Loftin - El der s, Deacons, & Ministr y
Closing Prayer ................ Preston West
Contacts: pictur es TODAY!
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
EVENING
Opening Prayer.................... Josh Lewis - Make sure to check your information
Scripture ............................... Mike Scott in the foyer for the new Directory. If
Song Leading ....................... Pete Pierce you have any questions, see Blisse.

ELDERS

Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

Comments ........................ Phillip Webb - Sign up for the 2019 Contribution

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: 3/ 10/ 20 @9:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes: 3/ 12/ 20 @9:30 AM
- Distribution: 3/ 12/ 20 @2:15 PM
- Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries

Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website ...................................... Jim Pitts*
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

Statement is @the inform. station! Administration .................. Troy Spradlin

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............. Richard Fisher
Communion Prep............ Bartell family
Nursery ........................ Julie Harrington
.......................................... Molly McCool
PowerPoint ........................ Larry Coen

EDUCATION
- Bible Class Schedules are available at
WEDNESDAY EVENING
the Welcome Desk
Song Leading ...................... Seth Crider - Anyone willing to help teach, please
Opening Prayer .................... Jack Davis see Oscar Locklin.
Devotional ..................... Casey Bearden
WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ........................... 122 Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
AM W orship ................................... 180 website (listed under "Archives")
PM W orship .................................... 106 - If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 121
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Contribution ................................ $7,287
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
ELDER CONTACT FOR FEBRUARY:
services. *Please remember to clean the
Primary .................................. Rick Bird headphones with an alcohol wipe!*
Secondary ............................... Doug Lee
< W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

