"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A p r i l 19, 20 20

ENCOURAGEM ENT
by Johnny Ramsey
W hen we sincerely search the sacred text, we can find myriads of reasons to hold to our Creator?s unchanging hand.
Everyone needs encouragement. In this wicked world finding the joy and happiness we all cherish is never easy. But the very
God who made us has revealed in the Scriptures many reasons for Christians to find calm in the midst of stormy surroundings.
In Joshua 1:7, Jehovah promised to bless Joshua?s future days with boundless benefits if that valiant leader would constantly
follow in the pathway of righteousness - "turn not from it totheright hand or totheleft, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou
goest" (KJV). Today, when servants of God devote themselves to holiness and never swerve from the highway of godliness, these
same promises hold true.
No verse has more depth of encouragement than Deuteronomy 33:27, "Theeternal God isthy refuge, and underneath arethe
everlasting arms: and heshall thrust out theenemy from beforethee; and shall say, Destroy them. "
Under the everlasting arms of our Maker, we find solace and balm for troubled hearts.W hat a wondrous haven of rest we
have in the security God provides. Mankind is often inept in providing the real needs of his soul. In fact, we often are our own
worst enemy in seeking the wrong things. Failing to meet the challenge of spiritual growth we often wallow in the mire of
shallow endeavor that demands very little of us. But, those willing to walk near to the heart of God find strength, beauty and
resolve to rise to heights of loyal service in the kingdom of the Lord.
God has promised to guide us in this life and afterward receive us unto glory (Psalm 73:24)! All this and heaven, too. A
three-time winner is the faithful follower of the Savior. Such a one misses hell, goes to heaven and also lives the best possible
way upon this earth. W hat comfort the Bible holds!
It truly warms our hearts as Christians to realize that wherever we take the message of salvation, the Lord will be with us:
?Teaching them toobserveall thingswhatsoever I havecommanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even untotheend of theworld.?
W hen we take the great commission seriously and launch out into world evangelism, we can expect the providence of God to
open doors (1 Corinthians 16:9) that even adversaries cannot shut. W hen we work with the Savior (2 Corinthians 6:1), the
demons in hell tremble.
Even ?thesufferingsof thispresent time?(Rom 8:18) cannot overwhelm us because ?theFather iswith us? (John 16:32). We can
have boldness in living for Jesus regardless of external circumstances. W hen God is for us and supplies our every need, we lead
buoyant lives upon the earth (Phil 4:19). This naturally produces peace beyond human comprehension and adds vibrant hues to
the panorama of our existence. No one fully enjoys all the good things of this world but those in Christ (Eph 1:3).
Children of God live in the vibrant hope of glory based upon the surety of heaven?s promise (Titus 1:2). We do not serve the
Redeemer in vain. This hope serves as an anchor for our souls (Hebrews 6:19) that propels us to higher ground. Earthly
aspirations by the ungodly may prove futile as John Vanbrugh wrote nearly three centuries ago: ?Thewant of a thing isperplexing
enough; thepossession of it isintolerable.?But, hoping ?to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ?(1 Peter 1:13) is joy unspeakable and full of glory. These are, indeed, words of encouragement!
Yes, we are told to cast all our anxieties upon our blessed Savior because He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7). W hat-ever the burden,
whenever the sorrow, wherever the obstacle, we have a Friend who will make the tribulation bear-able. He has promised never
to leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5-6) and to keep the door of heaven wide open (Revelation 4:1) to help us ?in every timeof
need?(Hebrews 4:16).
How blessed, beyond description, are those who live and die in Jesus. To know that our heavenly Father knows and cares
about our present sojourn and future destiny ought to be enough encouragement for anyone. Daniel?s words sum it up mightily:
?God rulesin thekingdom of men?(4:17).
Reprinted from TheChristian Worker with permission.
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Be Th e Ch u r ch
by Jack Wlikie
We talk often about how we weren?t called to goto church, we were called to bethe church. Now more than ever we have
an opportunity to really explore what that means, because we have no other option. If there is going to be a church at this
time, it is going to be defined by what we do rather than a building or a weekly event.
Naturally, being the church should mean being like Jesus. We are to love one another, serve one another, care for one
another, and bear one another?s burdens. We are to have a mission mindset. In short, we are to be about the Father?s business.
Here are the first 2, of 10, suggestions for ways we can be the church during this time.
Positivity. Post with positivity on social media. It has long been said in many places that Christians need to be more
mindful of how we use social media. How we use social media is how the world will see the church, and with more people
actively using social media than ever, our posts have great potential for either harm or for good. Of all people, we as
Christians should be able to find peace in the midst of uncertain times. That doesn?t mean we won?t ever struggle with
worries or doubts, but the more we turn to God for comfort the more peace we?ll find (Philippians 4:6-7). Let?s show the
world that we have a deep and abiding hope that sustains us during these times. Let?s point people to Jesus with our words.
Empathy. Post with empathy on social media. One of the most insensitive things we can do is publicly tell people that the
sickness is no big deal. Some have lost relatives or friends. Some are struggling with the sickness now. Be empathetic to the
fact that there are undoubtedly people who have suffered from the virus. On the other hand, it?s also incredibly insensitive to
post about how we only have to make the mild sacrifice of staying at home. For some, the sacrifice is much bigger than that.
Tens of millions of people are now unemployed. They?re not sure how they?re going to pay bills or even feed their family. You
may be able to work from home and have little change to your financial situation, but that isn?t the case for a lot of people. Be
empathetic to that fact before you tell them that the lockdown is no big deal. Let?s show people we are thinking beyond
ourselves and considering them and their plight, too.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
Gul f Coast Bibl e Camp

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Camp Dates are June 14 - 19 (High School), June 21 26 (Middle School) & June 28 - July 2 (1st - 5th grade)
Early Bird Registration Deadline is May 15th
See camp website for details on specific weeks.
Meetingsarebeing held thisweek todetermineif camp will
still proceed asnormal, if it will becanceled altogther, or if
other arrangementswill bemadefor everyonetohavecamp
later in themonth. Wewill updateyou aswereceive
information. Thank you for your patience.
HelpWantedf or MiddleSchool Week: For anyone
willing and interested in being a counselor or helping
on the kitchen staff, a meeting will be scheduled, when
services resume, to discuss details and objectives.
See Casey with any questions.

- All May & Summer activities are being re-visited at
this time. More information will be provided soon.
- An Online Bible Study is being conducted every
W ednesday's at 4 pm, while a "Social/ Hangout"
session is available every Tuesday @1pm. These
will continue until we resume normal activities. All
interaction will be on the Zoom app. See Casey for
more information or with any questions.
- The April Area W ide will take place next Sunday,
26th. It will be livestreamed from University in
Mobile for everyone to watch in theor homes. More
details will be sent out later this week.
- All meetings scheduled for April will still be held. If
normal services and activities are still postponed, we
will use Zoom to carry out that communication.
Meetings scheduled include:
- New Parent Orientation - April 26 @4 pm
- Quarterly Parent Meeting - April 26 @5 pm

Stair -Stack er s (3r d-5th Gr ade)
Casey is conducting an Online Bible Lesson / Activity
on Tuesday's at Noon, and will continue it until we
resume normal activities. Sessions will take place on
Zoom. See text thread or call Casey for meeting log-in
information (Meeting ID/ Password)

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- USA, Italy and China - Covid-19 virus
- Recent tornado victims
- Camila Aviles - critical (Nunes*)
- Larry Bachmeier - COVID / hosp.
- Calmeta Bachmeier - at home COVID
- Casie Burton parents (listed above)
- Brandon Bostic - seizure, (Kenya*)
- Louis Bond - (fmr member) health
- Boyd family - birth of Lily!
- Geneva Blanchard - requesting prayers
- Chapman*- passing of Forrest
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*)
- Spencer Gable* - dog attack / recovery
- Easton Haggerty - NICU (Perritt)
- Brittany Holloway - loss of brother
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- Michael Jones'* family
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Peggy Masoner*
- Larry McDaniel* - ankle, pacemaker
- Sophia Minor (Blanchard)
- Adam Palacios* - @home, recovery
- Ruth Phillips* - broken hip, home
- Dwayne Spradlin - kidneys (Troy S.*)
- Rachel Sullins - pain, recovery (Blisse*)
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- SR Rehab - Charles W illiamson*
- Pr uitt - Richard Elliot
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Shut in - Ruth Phillips*

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- David Abel
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Angela Branch Ferreria
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Barbara Pace* - health
- Kristina Pace*
- Debbie Pinney
- Glenn Pierce* - Surgery / skin removal
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Gale Thames - health (fmr. member)
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Troy & Gloria Vonada*
- Webster family
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NW FSBS

Cancer
- Patricia Ann* - MZL stage 4
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Forrest Chapman* - no growth!
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*)
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Monica Parker (Andrea S. sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse*)
- Bailey W orrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain cancer (English*)
- Ensley Webster - (West*)
- Eli W hitney* - surgery / skin removal
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Shepard / AFB
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Abby Webster - May 8th, 2020 (CSec.)
- Kim Young - May 25, 2020 (Hatcher*)
- Leanne Bearden* - July 5, 2020
- Minnie Allen - July 22, 2020 (Hatcher*)

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but ineverythingby prayer andsupplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requestsbemadeknowntoGod."- Philippians4:6

Br oadcast ed on t h ese plat f or m s (lin k s):
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BoxCast TV:
h t t ps:/ / boxcast .t v/ ch an n el/ azf ju m lve16m oaxzgpf 7

FaceBook Live

&

You Tu be Live

Check out our new billboard going up on Hwy 90!

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 29
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... John Pace
Song Director ............................ Acapella
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
....................... "Vitally Important Babbling"
Scripture Reading ............ Oscar Locklin
............................................. Acts 17:16-21
Lord's Supper ............................ Joe King
Closing Prayer ................. Blake Hatcher
Sermon Notes available at:
https:/ / sermons.church/ notes?church=Mscoc

Vi si t or s:
Th an k y ou f or com i n g!
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
For more information about the church,
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
auditorium for your convenience.
Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
your attendance. Thank you!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENING
Opening Prayer........................................
Scripture ..................................................
ADMINISTRATION
Song Leading ........................................... - Deadline for all bulletin items is
Comments ...............................................
Thursday, by noon.

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ........................................
Communion Prep....................................
Nursery .....................................................
....................................................................
PowerPoint .............................................

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ..........................................
Opening Prayer ......................................
Devotional ..............................................

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ....................................
AM W orship ............................................
PM W orship .............................................
Wed. Night Bible Class ............................
Contribution ................................. $8,232
ELDER CONTACT FOR APRIL:
Primary .................................. John Pace
Secondary ............................... Rick Bird

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: Canceled
- Preparing Boxes: Canceled
- Distribution: Canceled
- Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries
EDUCATION
- Bible Class Schedules are available at
the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.

STAFF
Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

ELDERS

Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website .......................................................
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
you can sign out and return after
services. *Please remember to clean the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
< W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

