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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

St ewardship
Cody Westbrook

 Stewardship is one of the more challenging principles of New Testament Christianity, not because it is difficult to understand but 
because of the all-encompassing nature of its application to daily living. Everything we have is entrusted to our care and must be 
utilized responsibly. Our time, our abilities, our opportunities, our money, our children, and our lives are all gifts given graciously by 
God to be used for His glory. Such a reality should humble us and compel us to give determined attention to discharging our 
responsibilities as faithfully as possible. This begins with a proper understanding of stewardship in general. This article is an attempt 
to study the fundamental aspects of stewardship so that we may faithfully carry out our obligations to the Master.

There are several Greek words in the New Testament that relate to the concept of 
stewardship but the two most common ? oikonomos and oikonomia ? are compound words 
meaning ?house administrator.? In the New Testament world, a steward was a servant who was 
charged with managing the household affairs of his master. He may be responsible for handling 
business transactions, finances, discipline, banquets, and a number of other items at the 
master?s discretion. Jesus made the application of this concept to every Christian in the parable 
recorded in Luke 12:35-48. Notably, He used the word steward (oikonomos) and slave (dulos) 
interchangeably in the context. Christians are servants of God (Romans 6:18; Colossians 3:24; 
etc.) who have been entrusted and must faithfully use all that God has given, to His glory. 

There are three words that best summarize our role as stewards.
First, stewardship involves measurabi l i ty. In the parable of the talents Jesus said the talents were given to the servants ?each 

according to his own ability? (Matthew 25:15). Another stewardship parable ends with this very challenging statement: "For everyone 
to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more" 
(Luke 12:48). God blesses people with a variety of different abilities, opportunities, and responsibilities and we much each use what 
we have to His glory. First Corinthians 12:12-31 identifies the varied nature of the body of Christ and emphasizes the fact that every 
part ? every member ? fulfills an important role in the overall function of the body. No member is too small or insignificant. Whether 
one, five, or ten talents, ?as each one has received? (1 Peter 4:10) so we must use.

Second, stewardship involves responsibi l i ty. Stewards in the ancient world were entrusted with the care of their master?s 
property. Consequently, reliability, trustworthiness, and integrity were required characteristics for each one. Our requirements as 
stewards are no different. Paul said, "Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it 
is required in stewards that one be found faithful," (1 Corinthians 4:1-2). Jesus asked, ?Who then is that faithful and wise steward ...? 
(Luke12:42) and later said, ?He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust 
also in much? (Luke 16:10).  

Fundamental to good stewardship is the faithful use of things entrusted to our care, which are not our property. Every blessing 
bequeathed to us is on loan. "Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from 
God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God?s" (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Responsible stewards recognize that they are entrusted with things that belong to God, and regularly consider 
whether or not they fulfill their duties in the best way possible.

Third, stewardship involves accountabi l i ty. Ultimately, every steward will account to the Master for how he has managed the 
Master?s goods. The stewardship parables clearly emphasize this point as do a number of other passages throughout God?s Word. The 
Hebrews writer said, "And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom 
we must give account," (Hebrews 4:13). The word ?account? has to do with providing an explanation, a reckoning, or giving a record 
of assets and liabilities. Peter used the same word in 1 Peter 5:7 when he said ?They will give an account to Him who is ready to judge 
the living and the dead.? Everyone will stand before the judgment seat and answer for how he discharged his duties as a steward. We 
are accountable to the Master for how we use His goods.

Stewardship is a challenging and humbling concept. Losing sight of our responsibility to faithfully use what God has given us 
proves easy in the hustle and bustle of life. As we consider our blessings, may we feel compelled to discharge our duties as faithfully as 
possible, to the glory of our great God.



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Be The Church

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Jack Wilkie
We talk often about how we weren?t called to go to church, we were called to be the church. Now more than ever we have 

an opportunity to really explore what that means, because we have no other option. If there is going to be a church at this 
time, it is going to be defined by what we do rather than a building or a weekly event.

Naturally, being the church should mean being like Jesus. We are to love one another, serve one another, care for one 
another, and bear one another?s burdens. We are to have a mission mindset. In short, we are to be about the Father?s business.

Here are numbers 5-7, of 10, suggestions for ways we can be the church during this time.
Prayers. Pray for your church family. Pray for and end to the virus. Pray for the authorities in our society. Solicit prayer 

requests on Facebook. Keep note of prayer requests made by your fellow members so you can follow up when you call or text 
them. Offer to pray for (or with) anyone you speak to.

Social distancing visits. Give someone a call to tell them you?re coming, let them know when you?ve arrived so they can 
come to the door, and chat with them from a safe distance. Phone calls and video chats are great, but between the effort it 
takes to come over and the face-to-face interaction, there?s just something special about in person visits.

Parades.?Some congregations have gotten a group of people to drive by the homes of the elderly, or those with birthdays 
and other celebratory events, to wave and brighten their spirits.

- All May & Summer activities are being re-visited at 
this time. More information will be provided soon.

- An Online Bible Study is being conducted every 
Wednesday's at 4 pm, while a "Social/Hangout" 
session is available every Tuesday @ 1 pm. These 
will continue until we resume normal activities. All 
interaction will be on the Zoom app. See Casey for 
more information or with any questions.

- Our annual Graduation Banquet, celebrating this 
year's graduates has been postponed until the 
summer, when graduations occur. However, there 
will be a "Video Tribute" for the seniors on the 
originally scheduled evening of May 17th. Details 
are being worked out, but more information will be 
sent out as things progress. Everyone is invited to 
watch/ "virtually" celebrate at 7 pm on the 17th. 

- Quarterly Parent Meeting - May 20 @ 5 pm. If 
normal services and activities are still postponed, we 
will use Zoom to carry out that communication. 

Stair -Stackers (3rd-5th Grade)
Casey is conducting an Online Bible Lesson /  Activity 
on Tuesday's at Noon, and will continue it until we 
resume normal activities. Sessions will take place on 

Zoom. See text thread or call Casey for meeting log-in 
information (Meeting ID/Password)

Gulf Coast Bible Camp
The Board of Directors met this past week and 
finalized decisions regarding this year's camp dates. In 
considering the current outbreak and the well-being of 
all campers and staff, the Board decided that all camp 
weeks would take place in July, meaning some weeks 
are combining. Please see the modified schedule below:
Camp Dates are July 5 - 8 (1st - 5th grade) & July 26 - 
31 (High School & Middle School)
Ear ly Bird Registration Discount has been 
extended through July.
See camp website for details on specific weeks, and 
call/ text Casey with any questions.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- All countries effected - Covid-19 virus
- Recent tornado victims
- Camila Aviles - critical (Nunes*) 
- Brandon Bostic - seizure,  (Kenya*)
- Louis Bond - (fmr member) health
- Chapman Family*- passing of Forrest
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Jessie Godwin family - (Bess English)
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*)        
- Easton Haggerty - NICU (Perritt)
- Brittany Holloway - loss of loved ones 
- Chris Hollis - recovery (McGriff*)
- Michael Jones'* family  
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Josie Lockin* - recovery 
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Larry McDaniel* - ankle, pacemaker
- Roxie McGilberry - recovering
- Dwayne Spradlin - kidneys (Troy S.*)
- Edith Sullins - surgery /  recovery
- Rachel Sullins - pain, recovery (Blisse*)
- Laurie Taylor* - surgery /  recovery

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- SR Rehab - Charles Williamson* 
- Prui tt  - Richard Elliot
- Prui tt  - Ruth Phillips*
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 

Expecting Mothers
- Abby Webster - May 8th, 2020 (CSec.)
- Kim Young - May 25, 2020 (Hatcher*)
- Leanne Bearden*  - July 5, 2020
- Minnie Allen - July 22, 2020 (Hatcher*)

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- David Abel
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Peggy Masoner*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Barbara Pace* - health
- Kristina Pace*
- Debbie Pinney
- Glenn Price* - Surgery /  skin removal
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rusty Smith - (friend of Kenya*)
- Gale Thames - health  (fmr. member)
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Webster family

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Patricia Ann* - MZL stage 4
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Ruben Deir - (Elsa Nunes* brother)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Monica Parker (Andrea S. sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Ensley Webster - (West*)
- Eli Whitney* - surgery /  skin removal

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Shepard /  AFB
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale - Virginia 
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God." - Philippians 4:6

Check out our new billboard going up on Hwy 90!

Our  Church Websit e:
www.m argaret st reet churchofchr ist .org

BoxCast  TV:
ht t ps:/ / boxcast .t v/ channel/ azf jum lve16m oaxzgpf7

FaceBook Live    &      YouTube Live

Broadcast ed on t hese plat form s (l inks):

https://www.margaretstreetchurchofchrist.org/live/
https://www.margaretstreetchurchofchrist.org/live/
https://www.margaretstreetchurchofchrist.org/live/
https://www.margaretstreetchurchofchrist.org/live/
https://boxcast.tv/channel/azfjumlve16moaxzgpf7
https://boxcast.tv/channel/azfjumlve16moaxzgpf7
https://boxcast.tv/channel/azfjumlve16moaxzgpf7
https://boxcast.tv/channel/azfjumlve16moaxzgpf7
https://www.facebook.com/6745margaretstreet/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/6745margaretstreet/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPqEH4dU6q6n_NEXsfZFUGw?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPqEH4dU6q6n_NEXsfZFUGw?view_as=subscriber


SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MAY 3

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis* 
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders .................. David English 
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*  
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden, 
......................... Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher 
Website ....................................................... 
Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items: Canceled 
- Preparing Boxes: Canceled 
- Distribution:  Canceled 
- Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries 

EDUCATION
-  Bible Class Schedules are available at 

the Welcome Desk
- Anyone willing to help teach, please 

see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird 
Song Director .................. Blake Hatcher    
Sermon ............................  Troy Spradlin 
................................... "The Lord's Lawsuit "
Scripture Reading ............. Terry Baxley 
............................................. Hosea 4:1-10
Lord's Supper .............. Darrell Bozeman 
Closing Prayer ................. Oscar Locklin  
Sermon Notes available at:
https:/ / sermons.church/ notes?church=Mscoc

EVENING
Opening Prayer........................................ 
Scripture .................................................. 
Song Leading ........................................... 
Comments ............................................... 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ........................................ 
Communion Prep.................................... 
Nursery .....................................................
....................................................................
PowerPoint  ............................................. 

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading .......................................... 
Opening Prayer ......................................  
Devotional ..............................................

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class .................................... 
AM Worship ............................................ 
PM Worship ............................................. 
Wed. Night Bible Class ............................ 
Contribution ............................... $5, 634

ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
Primary ..................................  Rick Bird 
Secondary ............................... Doug Lee

https://sermons.church/notes?church=Mscoc
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