"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Ju n e 28, 20 20

Th e " Lost " Book s of t h e Bible
by Troy Spradlin
One of the most ironic titles, from among the many books in my library, is one that reads, "The Lost Booksof the
Bible." I find that most humorous because if they are lost, then how is it that we have them here in a book form?
W hile my juvenile humor may be lost on some, it still highlights an important point - titles such as that one relate
man's tendency toward sensationalism and a fascination with mysticism. Movies like the The DaVinci Code (2006) is
yet another example of this compulsion toward a notion that the general public has been duped into believing the
Bible is true. In such provocative theories, these "Lost" books, or some newly discovered, secret document that had
been previously withheld from the public, will suddenly enlighten the entire world about how Christianity has been
nothing more than some imaginary charade foisted upon naive, unsuspecting, gullible simpletons. How sad.
So, are there other books, or documents that should be included in the Bible that aren't there? Are there writings
that are considered sacred, which contradict what we have in Scripture? Has someone deprived us of pertinent
information regarding the truth of the Bible? The short answer is, "No." God has given us all that we need
(2 Timothy 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:3). There is nothing missing. To answer the question with more detail, it is necessary
to divide the many ancient, Biblical and unbiblical writings into a few categories. Here is a list and what they entail:
Canonical . These include all the books we have in the Bible. Each is regarded as
authoritative and authentic because they meet a specific standard of requirements, such
as: claiming inspiration, being revelatory in nature, being universally recognized by the
early church, and bearing the marks of an inspired writer. History reveals that within just
a short period after the church began, congregations all around the Roman Empire had
collections of copies of all the books and epistles that we have in our Bibles today.
Chur ch Father s. These are writings by early Christian leaders who wrote letters,
commentaries, and other documents long after the New Testament had been established
and its inspired writers had died. They include people such as Ignatius, Polycarp, Papias of
Hierapolis, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and Origen. These are all valuable and useful as
historical works, but they are not considered sacred or canonical.
The Apocr ypha are works, usually written, of unknown authorship, or of doubtful origin. They also do not meet
the standard of requirements to be considered Scripture. A very important point is they were never included in the
Hebrew Bible. These include books like: Tobit, Judith, Maccabees, Baruch, Wisdom of Solomon, and others.
The Pseudepigr apha is the largest group, comprised of many spurious, pseudonymous writings, which are
typically, falsely ascribed to various biblical characters, yet were composed many years after the establishment of the
church. This is the category that includes many of the so called, "lost books," such as the: Didache, Gospel of Thomas,
Gospel of Barnabas, Goepl of Mary, Lost Gospel of Peter, Book of Enoch, Testament of Solomon, Apocalypse of Daniel, and
many others. These books have some historical value, are interesting, but they absolutely are not Scripture.
Even the Apostle Paul had to deal with false writings like these in his time. In 2 Thessalonians 2:2, he appears
concerned about a "letter seeming tobefrom us." In other places, he would clearly specify, "I, Paul, writethisgreeting with
my own hand. This is the sign of genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way I write" (2 Thessalonians 3:17; also 1
Corinthians 16:21; Galatians 6:11; and Colossians 4:18). This was to ensure the readers of its authenticity and would
eventually become one of the identifying marks of canonicity. That's important! At the end of the day, we need not
doubt the Scriptures. God has provided all that we need. So, let's focus more on that and doing His will.
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Th e Pow er of Wor ds
by Casey Bearden
There's a devotional song that we sing often called "Father God". One particular line in the says, "May my
words bring honor to your name." In considering that line, and our interactions with other people, what is the one
thing we remember the most?For instance, someone may shoot you a dirty look, push you out the way/ run into
you, and may say something ugly to you? which one are you most likely to hang on to?Perhaps when you messed
up on something in your life (school, extra-curriculars, personal/ home life), the punishment you receive is bad
enough, but what makes it worse?The words that accompany it - searing the thoughts of how bad that situation
was into your brain. You hang on to it.
Even when it's in a positive setting, words of affirmation are something we cherish. Instead of just saying hello,
someone tells you that you look nice today. Instead of just getting a good grade, the teacher writes an uplifting
message about your performance. Maybe someone goes out of their way to tell you how much they appreciate you,
even though nothing spurred that compliment. W ords mean everything to us.
We often say, "actions speak louder than words". In some cases, I think that's absolutely true, but the one thing
we can be sure of is that words are more permanent. You may do something to me or for me (whether good or
bad), but one thing that I'll always remember is what you said to me or how you spoke to me. Do you think God
knew something about that?
James spends a great deal of his letter in the New Testament dedicated to our use of words, the difficulty in
how we use them, and the dangers that can be the result of them. He actually states that if you can learn to control
how you speak to someone, you are capable of controlling all other aspects of your life, and you have the
opportunity to be a complete being as God calls us to be. One particular verse in chapter one of his letter says, "If
anyonethinksheisreligiousand doesnot bridlehistonguebut deceiveshisheart, thisperson'sreligion isworthless." In fact,
there are so many passages in scripture where God wanted us to be aware of how much weight our words
carry...not just in the lives of others, but on our eternal record. Consider a couple from the Gospel accounts:
"I tell you, on theday of judgment peoplewill giveaccount for every carelessword they speak, for by your wordsyou will be
justified, and by your wordsyou will becondemned.?- Matthew 12:36-37.
"But what comesout of themouth proceedsfrom theheart, and thisdefilesa person." - Matthew 15:18
"Thegood person out of thegood treasureof hisheart producesgood, and theevil person out of hisevil treasureproduces
evil,for out of theabundanceof theheart hismouth speaks." - Luke 6:45
Regardless of the outlet we use to speak to others, may we always be mindful of the words we use. Blessings.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
Gul f Coast Bibl e Camp

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Date for High School & Middle School Week is July 26
- 31 (Limited capacity, so register ASAP)
Ear l y Bir d Registr ation Discount has been
extended thr ough Jul y.
See camp website for details.

- An updated summer calendar has been submitted
to the YG text thread & Remind app.

ECSFundr aiser
A benefit fundraiser is being held on Friday, July 3rd at
Escambia Christian School. Boston Butts are being sold
for $25/ each in hopes of raising enough funds to build
permanent shade structures for the playground area.
Orders must be submitted by TODAY, June 28th. See
Joe W ilson for purchase.

- Zoom Bible Studies (W ednesday's @4 pm) will
continue throughout summer.
- Virtual AIMCON - Weekend of July 18 & 19
(More details to come)
- Next Bring-your-own-lunch & Devotional
Activity: July 20 (12 pm @Carpenter's Park)
- Next Around Town Photo Scavenger Hunt: July 21
(10 am - 1 pm)
- HS Service Project on Thursday, July 23

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/ @home recovery
- Lynn Baxley - passed away (Baxley*)
- Louis Bond - (fmr member) health
- Chapman Family*
- Ruben Deir family - passing (Elsa*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - loss of son
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*)
- Easton Haggerty - NICU (Perritt)
- Margaret Hamm - lumbar surg. (Pace)
- Virginia Hendrix family*
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Oletta Montgomery-C19/ hosp.(Hatch)
- Tio Papi - (Coen) passed from COVID
- Dwayne Spradlin - kidneys (Troy S.*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain
- Laurie Taylor* - health complications
- Ensley Webster -Webster / West* fam.
- Ruth W illiams* - testing / procedures
- Charles W illiamson family* - passing
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Ber r yhil l Manor - Troy Vonada*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NW FSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

"Beanxiousf or nothing, but in everythingby prayer andsupplication,
withthanksgiving, let your requestsbemadeknowntoGod."
-Philippians4:6

Cancer
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*)
- Eddie English - cancer (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Monica Parker (Andrea S. sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey W orrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain cancer (English*)
- Debra W hite -(Singley*)unknown cancer
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Shepard / AFB
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack- Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Leanne Bearden* - July 5, 2020
- Minnie Allen - July 22, 2020 (Hatcher*)
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JUNE 28
MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Rick Bird
Song Director .............. Stephen English
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin
............................. TheLion and theLamb
Scripture Reading ............ Elliot W ilson
.................................... Revelation 5:1-14
Lord's Supper .................. Phillip Webb
Closing Prayer ..................... Pete Pierce

Vi si t or s:

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Sermon Notes available at:
https:/ / sermons.church/ notes?church=Mscoc

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

EVENING
ADMINISTRATION
Opening Prayer........................................ - Deadline for all bulletin items is
Scripture ..................................................
Thursday, by noon.
Song Leading ...........................................
Comments ...............................................
BENEVOLENCE
- Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Blake Hatcher
EDUCATION
Communion Prep................. Elsa Nunes
Nursery ..................................................... - Currently, no in-person children's
classes are being offered.
....................................................................
- Zoom classes for 2yo through 5th grade
PowerPoint ..................... Blake Hatcher are offered on Sunday @6pm and
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leading ..........................................
Opening Prayer ......................................
Devotional ..............................................

STAFF

Wednesday @6:30. Meeting ID is on
Facebook and available through office.
- In-person Adult Bible class available on
Sunday @9am
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website .......................................................
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

WEEKLY REPORT:
WORSHIP
Sunday Bible Class .................................. - Service Rosters are available on the
AM W orship .................................... 123 Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
PM W orship ...........................................
website (listed under "Archives")
Wed. Night Bible Class .......................... - If you are having difficulties hearing
Contribution ............................... $7,971 the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
TIMESOF SERVICES:
you can sign out and return after
ELDER CONTACT FOR JUNE:
services. *Please remember to clean the Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Primary ................................... Doug Lee headphones with an alcohol wipe!*
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Secondary ............................... John Pace
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
< W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer > Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

