"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Ju l y 19, 20 20

Wh en Was Jesu s Bor n ?
by Troy Spradlin
We mark the dates from our calendars with the familiar suffix, "A.D." Today, for example, is July 19, 2020 A.D.
Those letters represent a dating device we have been using for approximately 1500 years. They are an abbreviation
of the words AnnoDomini, which is a Medieval Latin phrase meaning "in the year of the Lord," and a shorter version
of the full original phrase "annoDomini nostri Jesu Christi," which translates to "in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ".
The letters have come to represent the past two thousand years as the "Christian Age,"
and are based off of the year that Jesus Christ was born. The letters "B.C." were also
adopted to mean "before Christ." All dates assigned to events occuring before Jesus
receive the "B.C." designation and the events since His birth are designated as "A.D."
So, does this mean that Jesus was born 2020 years ago?That is certainly what the
designated letters would imply, however, they are wrong! It has been calculated that
Jesus was actually born some 2025 years ago! Instead of Jesus' birth year being marked
as A.D.1, it is more likely He was born in 5 B.C.! How could this be?Well, it is a rather
intersting story, that begins with a monk by the name of Dionysius Exiguus. He had become agitated that all the
calendars used during his time had been implemented by Roman Emperor Diocletian. To complicate matters, there
had been many and various calendar formats implemented by other emperors in the previous centuries. Roman
calendars began counting years from events such as: the founding of Rome, the reign of a certain emperor, or from a
particular conquest. W hat we now know as 532 A.D., the year when Dionysius proposed a change, was known to
him as the year 284 in the Diocletian calendar, or the year 1286 in the AUC calendar (aburbecondita, meaning "since
the founding of Rome"). If this sounds confusing, it is, and it had been for many centuries before Dionysius' time.
Since the Roman Empire had disintegtrated and Diocletian had been known as a fierce persecutor of Christianity,
Dionysius reasoned that a pagan emperor should not be be glorified over our Lord and Savior. So, he proposed that
all calendars should be dated from the birth of Jesus, instead. However, since the actual date of Jesus' birth is not
registered in any particular historical document, we are not exactly sure just how Dionysius calculated his dates and
arrived at 754 AUC as the year Jesus was born. At any rate, he fixed this date as A.D.1 and the system was soon
adopted by the authorities of the time. This is the calendar we have today and the one that has been in use around
the world ever since. It wasn't until many years later that an error in Dionysius' calculations was revealed.
The Bible gives us two, very specific events that can be used to more accurately deduce the year of Jesus' birth. The
first verse is in Luke, "And it cametopassin thosedaysthat a decreewent out from Caesar Augustusthat all theworld should
beregistered. Thiscensusfirst took placewhileQuiriniuswasgoverning Syria," (Luke 2:1-2). Roman historians recorded
this event as taking place around 749 AUC (5 B.C.). The second passage is found in Matthew 2:1 which says, "Jesus
wasborn in Bethlehemof Judea in thedaysof Herod theking," and verse 19 says, "Now when Herod wasdead, behold, an
angel of theLord appeared in a dream toJoseph ..." According to the Jewish historian, Josephus, the year that Herod the
Great died was 750 AUC, which correlates to 4 B.C. W ith these two events and their corresponding historical
resources, we can reason that Jesus must have been bor n ar ound 749 year s after the founding of Rome,
w hich is al so k now n as 5 B.C. by our moder n cal endar s. This means that our current calendars are not actually
correct in asserting that they are dated from the birth of Christ! It would also mean that if we were to make some
adjustments to reflect the date more accurately, then this year is not 2020, but 2025 instead! How interesting!
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So, Wh at Happen s Next ?
by Daniel Ross
?So, what happens next??This is a common question I have begun to hear on social media as well as from other
friends in my life. It seems as if 2020 was doomed from the get-go. If you think about it, this year has had a little bit
of everything, and none of it seems to be good. International tensions, death of a highly influential figure, a
worldwide pandemic that led to cancellation of all events and a near- global lockdown and increasing friction in the
diverse population of our own country. Oh, and who can forget giant insects that have the word ?murder?in front
of them and how millions of cicadas coming up out of the ground every seventeen years just happens to align with
the year 2020?We are only halfway through what I believe I can confidently say is one of the craziest years ever.
?So, what happens next??This question comes with a lot of uncertainty, helplessness, and some sarcasm. The
truth is that no one knows what happens next. No one has ever known what was next, and no one will ever know.
We feel uncertain about and unprepared for whatever is about to happen next. We feel helpless and begin to look
everywhere we can to see if anyone knows what is going to happen next. We speculate, assume, and draw
far-reaching conclusions of what is coming. But no one knows. For some people, they have given up. They
jokingly ask this question as if to say, ?I mean, what could be worse than the first six months??
?So, what happens next??We get it. We want to be able to answer this question, and we understand that we
can?t. W ill we ever stop asking that question?W ill we ever be okay with what is happening?W ill the anxiety of
this world ever stop gnawing at us? The disheartening but true answer is no. This question will always be asked.
Humans will always have an issue with what is occurring in their lives. As my mom stressed to me when I was a
child, ?You cannot please everyone, son. So, make the correct decisions that glorify God, not the decisions that
others will want you to make.?Lastly, the anxiety of the world will never stop gnawing at us, troubling us, or
trying to cause us to stumble. It is the world we are talking about, after all.
?So, what happens next??How do we find peace of mind?How do we accept the fact that we will never know
the answer to this question?Let me tell you. We worship the one and true God who just happens to be, not by
chance, but by His divine power, the One who knows what happens next. Not only does He know, but He controls
what happens next. This same God loves you and cares for you. He understands that the world can get crazy; He
knew 2020 would be the way it is. This fact does not change the way He loves and cares for us.
Lean on the everlasting arms, truthfully trust in Him, and obey Him. If you do these things, you will find your
peace of mind. ?casting all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you.?I Peter 5:7

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
Gul f Coast Bibl e Camp

YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

The Directors of Teen Week recently decided to
cancel this year's session due to health and safety
concerns surrounding the COVID-19 Pandemic.

- An updated summer calendar has been submitted
to the YG text thread & Remind app.
- Zoom Bible Studies (W ednesday's @4 pm) will
continue throughout summer.
- Virtual AIMCON - Weekend of July 25th - 26th
(More details to come)
- Bring-your-own-lunch & Devotional Activity:
July 20th (12 pm @Carpenter's Park)
- Around Town Photo Scavenger Hunt: July 21st
(10 am - 1 pm; see document for details)
- Online Area W ide: July 26th @7 pm (more
details to come)
- HS Service Project on Tuesday, July 28th (10 am 12 pm; more details to come)

N EW S & I N FO RM AT I O N
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
Special
- Allen family - Mace's arrival!(Hatcher*)
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/ @home recovery
- Joe Austin - COVID (B. Scott*)
- Bartell family - loss of mom / grandma
- Bearden family *- birth of Clayton!
- Louis Bond - (fmr member) health
- Chapman Family*
- Adam P. (Chapman)- facility in Sept. to
Jacksonville, need closer placement!
- Ruben Deir family - passing (Elsa N.*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - loss of son
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*)
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- W . Junior Riley - COVID, Hosp. (Pace)
- Patsy Scott* - COVID
- Dwayne Spradlin - kidneys (Troy S.*)
- Ensley Webster -Webster / West* fam.
- Jack & Nick Webb* - COVID
- Ruth W illiams* - recovery!
- Charles W illiamson family* - passing
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Ber r yhil l Manor - Troy Vonada*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter r ace, Jay - Faye Smith
- Victor ian Manor - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian Manor - Mary Salinas*

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Mary & Donald McGriff*
- Elsa Nunes - health
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Jan W hitney*
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Eliezer Perez, minister San Lorenzo
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NW FSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*)
- Eddie English - cancer (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Monica Parker (Andrea S. sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer ( Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey W orrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan W illiams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra W hite -(Singley*)unknown cancer
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Shepard / AFB
- John Bartell - Coronado, CA
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer Gable - in process
- Drayton Hale - Virginia
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JULY 19
MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... John Pace
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
............. "Fact Checking theBible: Baptism"
Scripture Reading .......... Oscar Locklin
.......................................... Romans 6:1-11
Lord's Supper ........................... Jeff Scott
Closing Prayer ............. Richard McCool
Sermon Notes available at:
https:/ / sermons.church/ notes?church=Mscoc

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church, Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
.......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
visitors card, or sign our guest book
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
so that we might have a record of
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
your attendance. Thank you!
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

MINISTRY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.

EVENING
Teacher ............................ Troy Spradlin
BENEVOLENCE
Scripture .......................... Revelation 20
... LiveStream: FaceBook, YouTube, Website - Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries ,
sunblock

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ....................... Rick Bird
Communion Prep........ Longmire family
Nursery .....................................................
....................................................................
PowerPoint ..................... Dennis Butler

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Opening Prayer ............... Oscar Locklin
Lesson .............................. Casey Bearden

EDUCATION
- Currently, no in-person children's
classes are being offered.
- Zoom classes for 2yo through 5th grade
are offered onl y on Sunday @6 PM.
Meeting ID is on Facebook and
available through office. See April or
Julie for more info!
- In-person Adult Bible class available on
Sunday @9 AM in auditorium.
- Anyone willing to help teach, please
see Oscar Locklin.

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence..................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............. Greg Lewis*
Education .......................... Oscar Locklin*
Evangelism ......................... Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders .................. David English
Missions ................................. Mike Scott*
Visitation ...... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden,
......................... Joe W ilson*, Chris Davis,
.......................................... & Blake Hatcher
Website .......................................................
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

WORSHIP
WEEKLY REPORT:
- Service Rosters are available on the
Sunday Bible Class .................................. Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
AM W orship ....................................... 87 website (listed under "Archives")
PM W orship ........................................... - If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
Wed. Night Bible Class ..........................
Contribution .............................. $11,652 "LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire, which
TIMESOF SERVICES:
you can sign out and return after
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
services. *Please remember to clean the
ELDER CONTACT FOR JULY:
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Primary ................................... John Pace headphones with an alcohol wipe!*
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird < W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

