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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -Au gu st  16 , 20 20

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

What  is t he "New Heavens and New Ear t h"?
by Troy Spradlin

 The apostle Peter wrote, "Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in 
which righteousness dwells," (2 Peter 3:13). Obviously, Peter is talking about spiritual things here, but what, 
exactly, does he mean by that phrase? When we enter eternal life, will it be something like the earth that we 
live on now, or what? This is all rather intriguing. To answer this, let's see what the Scriptures say.

    First of all, Peter is borrowing this phrase from the prophet Isaiah, 
who according to the context, is talking about the coming Messianic 
kingdom (Isaiah 65:17). Isaiah is writing in figurative language which 
is quite common in prophecy. He is describing a remarkable change 
in future religion and economy so great that it will be as astounding 
as the creation. He is predicting a new era, the Christian Age, in 
which the disciples of the Messiah will live. Thus, it could be said, we 
Christians are living in this new heavens and earth currently, today.

    Secondly, the apostle John also uses this phrase to describe the 
future, eternal abode of the saved (Revelation 21:1). God has never intended for this present physical world 
to be the final dwelling place of mankind. Just as He never intended for Israel to remain in the wilderness, 
but rather enter into a land He promised them, so too, has He promised us a new habitation. Notice that 
John also describes this place as the "New Jerusalem." Clearly, he is simply using familiar, physical terms to 
describe an unimaginable, spiritual place. Heaven won't actually be a big, gold cube. It's figurative language!

Thirdly, we need to recognize that Christ, nor His inspired apostles gave any more information to this 
phrase than what Isaiah gave. This means that it was not intended for us to know any more than what is 
written. It also means that any speculations about the specific details of this future abode are nothing more 
than trivial exercises and should be handled with caution so they don't become dangerous or precarious to 
one's faith (1 Corinthians 4:6; 2 Timothy 2:16). Biblical commentator, Michael Green makes a good point, 

"We have no means whatever of conceiving what a resurrection body or a restored universe will be like. 
Those who think they can map out a detailed program of what will happen at the second coming should 
remember that despite the prophecies of Scripture, nobody got the details of the first coming right!"

Lastly, the wording of the phrase that Peter uses is specific. There are two words for "new" in the Greek. 
The one Peter uses means that which is fresh, unprecedented, and never having been used. It implies an 
entirely different place. This harmonizes perfectly with the context of the passage which states that the 
heavens and the earth will be burned up, dissolved, and pass away. This is the same language John uses in 
Revelation, to which he adds, "And there was found no place for them," (Rev. 20:11). So, if the old habitat (in 
which we now live) will be completely destroyed, then we can conclude that "the new heavens and new 
earth" is a reference to the place where Jesus now is and where He said He was going to prepare for us 
(John 14:1-4). The Bible often just calls it "heaven." (Philippians 3:20; Revelation 4,5, 21:3-4)



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

A Cr isis of  Holiness

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Kevin Cauley
Some people can?t find it within themselves to ?live peaceably with all men? (Romans 12:18). Why is it that 

they seem to make an issue out of every little thing? The answer is that they lack holiness.
Holy living is not just being a moral person: one who doesn?t commit fornication, drink booze, gamble away 

money, take advantage of other people, lie, cheat, steal, etc. Holiness certainly avoids these things, but that is not all 
it is. Holiness means that one is set apart from the world and its ways. This includes not only immoral behavior, 
but also worldly attitudes. Unfortunately, some glory in their ?moral? behavior, but their attitudes are wholly 
corrupted by the world. The Pharisee who prayed with himself is in this category (Luke 18:9-14).

Let me paint a picture of someone who has a crisis of holiness. This person gets involved in every little scandal. 
She always seems to be in a panic. He relishes the latest gossip. She is constantly portraying matters in an extreme 
way to get others sucked into her mind-set. He can?t let go of matters that have long since been resolved. She is 
neurotic and always feels like something is going on that she isn?t involved with. He is paranoid and constantly 
worried about what others may be saying about him. Lack of holiness is why it is a sin to be a busybody (1 Peter 
4:15), gossip (2 Thessalonians 3:11), talk idly (Matthew 12:36), be fearful (Revelation 21:8), disobey authority (Jude 
8), be envious (Galatians 5:26), and suchlike. These actions are all unholy because the person doing them can?t 
separate him or herself from the world. Moreover, they lead to one engaging in the immoral behavior listed above. 
May God help us to be holy both in morality, and in attitude.

God bless you, and I love you.
"Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 
harmony with one another.Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil 
for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you,live peaceably with 

all". - Romans 12:14-18

- An updated calendar for August & September has 
been submitted to the text thread & Remind app. 

- Zoom Bible Studies: Wednesday's @ 4 pm
- Zoom SNAC: TONIGHT @ 7 pm.
- Sing-a-Lawn: Next Sunday, 30th. Time: TBD

- Singing for COVID Shut-ins
- Parent /  Teen Meeting: Rescheduled for 

September 13th



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/@ home recovery
- Nancy Brown family - passing (Brazell)
- Chapman Family*
- Adam P. (Chapman*)- facility in Sept. 

to Jacksonville, need closer placement!
- Monica Gonzalez -Covid(Pace* cousin)        
- Lilia Hoag - hand operation (Elsa's Sis)
- Holloway family - Covid /  miscarrage 
- Jennifer Kemp - (DiL McGriff*) recov.
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Jack Locklin - knee surgery /  recovery 
- Josie Lockin* - back surgery /  recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Gloria Mack family - passing (Pace*)
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Michael McCaleb - asking for prayers
- Joy Norton - (McGriff) recovery
- W. Junior Riley - Covid /  hosp. (Pace*)
- Mary Salinas* - passing of Rafael
- Mary Salinas* - skin removal/ recovery
- Melody Samborn- surgery (Burnham*)
- Summerlot fam.- loss of Katie (Sprad.)
- Preston/Turner family - loss of brother 
- Linda Watson family - passing of Linda
- Kevin Weeks - C19, asthma (Spradlin)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*) 
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Elsa Nunes - health
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - cancer (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Monica Parker (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White -(Singley*)unknown cancer

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Shepard /  AFB, TX
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer England*
- Spencer Gable*- (in process)
- Drayton Hale - Virginia 
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, (Philippians 4:6)

UPCOMING!
- August 30th - We are Re-opening!

- Sunday morning Bible Class and Worship
- Wednesday evening Devotional and Study
- Sunday evening worship (Beginning Sept 6th)

- September 13 - Scott Shanahan, live from Italy!
- September 20 - WVBS Presentation

- Jon Warnes from World Video Bible School will 
be visiting and bringing materials



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 
Education ......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders ................. David English 
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  
Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 
........................ Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
........................................ & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................................... 
Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE
- Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries & 

sunblock

EDUCATION
-  Currently, no in-person children's 

classes are being offered.
- Zoom classes for 2yo through 5th grade 

are offered only on Sunday @ 6 PM.  
Meeting ID is on Facebook and 
available through office. See April or 
Julie for more info!

- In-person Adult Bible class available on 
Sunday @ 9 AM in auditorium.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee 
Song Director ...................... Pete Pierce 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin 
.................................. "Taking a Mountain"  
Scripture Reading ............ Rhett English 
.........................................  Joshua 14:5-15

Serving Communion:
Comments ......................... Phillip Webb 
Joe Wilson .......................... Glenn Price 
Phillip Webb ................ Dennis Maduell  
........................................... David English 
Closing Prayer ............. Darrell Bozeman 

EVENING
Prayer ................................ Phillip Webb 
Songs ................................ Blake Hatcher 
Scripture ..........................  Rhett English 
Devotional ........................ Troy Spradlin
Closing Prayer .......................................... 
......LiveStream: FaceBook, YouTube, Website

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................ Blake Hatcher 
Communion Prep............English Family
Nursery .....................................................
....................................................................
PowerPoint  ......................... Lori Mense

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Opening Prayer ............... Oscar Locklin
Lesson ..................................... Mike Ray

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class .................................. 
AM Worship ......................................122 
PM Worship ........................................... 
Wed. Night Bible Class .......................... 
Contribution ...............................  $8,162

ELDER CONTACT FOR AUGUST:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee
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