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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Does Our  Soul "Sleep"  When We Die?
by Troy Spradlin

Death is never a pleasant experience for the living. Even if we know it is coming for one of our loved ones and we 
prepare ourselves for it, there is still much pain when it does finally come. We can certainly find comfort in knowing  
what awaits them if they were a faithful Christian (John 14:1-7; 2 Corinthians 5:1-5). We also make statements like, 
"They have gone on to their reward;" "They are in a better place now;" "They have no more pain;" or "They're now 
with the ones who have gone on before us." From a Biblical perspective, those are all true statements for a baptized, 
faithful disciple, an innocent child, or someone who had very limited mental faculties. But then, there is another 
statement that many say which seems so contradictory to all of that: "Rest in peace." The implication is the deceased 
has "gone to sleep." So, which is i t? Do we "sleep" when we die or  are we aware of our  state of being?

   There are a few instances in the Bible that uses the term "sleep" to describe death 
such as, John 11:11-14; Acts 7:60; and 1 Thess 4:14.  Context provides clarification for 
how the term is being used. For example, in John 11, Jesus knows He is going to raise 
Lazarus from the dead, He uses "sleep" as a figure of speech (a euphemism) for being 
dead. How else would you explain raising someone from the dead? The same can be 
applied to 1 Thessalonians 4:14. It is simply a metaphor for describing death because 
the context is talking about the resurrection. When someone "falls asleep" like Stephen 

did from being stoned to death, it is nothing more than a less-distressing word used to describe an unpleasant event.

Ecclesiastes 9:5 is yet another verse saying, "For the living know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they 
have no more reward, For the memory of them is forgotten." Is this talk ing about our  "soul  sleeping"? Again, context 
is the key to understanding. Here, the preacher is talking about the importance of living life its fullest and best, while 
writing from the limited view of a living being. As he says, "the living know that they will die" because there is much 
evidence of it, as well as, the promise of it from verses like 2 Samuel 14:14; Heb. 9:27; and 1 Cor. 15:51. This thought 
continues in the next verse (9:6), but he adds, "Nevermore will they have a share in anything done under the sun." This is 
an expression that can only apply to the living, for the dead don't see the sun. So, think about that a second. From a 
purely natural and physical sense, what do we see when someone passes away? We see a lifeless body. We cannot see 
beyond this point of life because all we are left with is a body which cannot interact with us, it cannot feel or express 
emotion ?  or do anything else ?under the sun.? The writer is clearly speaking from a worldly point of view.

The "reward" that is referred to is their physical, earthly consciousness. The dead are no longer aware of the things 
that the living feel and observe. This does not, however, negate the power of God to resurrect the soul into another 
state of awareness. It is a state of being clearly depicted in Revelation 21:3-4. For even more clarity, we can go to 
Luke 16:19-31. Here, we see a picture of what happens after death. It teaches us that there are two states of being in 
that realm: one of comfort, or "Paradise" (Luke 22:43) and another of pain and torments. The rich man is described 
as awake and aware of his surroundings. All of this takes place after death and before the Final Judgment in a place 
called "Hades." It is a waiting place that will be destroyed in the end (Revelation 20:12-15).

In conclusion, there is no such thing as ?soul  sleep.? At death, the soul and spirit are awake and aware of their 
circumstances, whether it is one of joy or one of torment. In Ecclesiastes 9:5, Solomon is talking about the natural 
body and other verses use euphemisms to describe one passing away. "Rest in peace" should not be understood as 
sleeping, but instead, as gaining the reward of faithfulness - Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. "Yes," 
says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them," (Revelation 14:13).



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Underst anding Ot hers

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Doug Allen

"Make sure you see what you are looking at.?

This was a recommendation handed out to all drivers at Federal Express one morning. The new safety division 
had decided that this bit of advice would help us avoid an accident. The common thought among all the drivers, 
though, was that we were paying somebody a lot of money for coming up with silly slogans.

Yet I couldn?t get this thought out of my mind that day. And for the next few days, I realized how many times I 
didn?t see something that was right in front of my nose. How could I have missed it? I could have had an accident 
and would have wondered how it could have happened. It was because I did not see what I was looking at.

I wonder how many times this happens with our relationships. Is it possible that most of our conflicts happen 
when we fail to ?see? where the other person is coming from? Can problems be caused by our failure to ?see? things 
from the other person?s point of view? Could it be that many times we refuse someone else?s interpretation of 
things?

A major ingredient in all healthy relationships is understanding. Being willing to ?see? things from the other 
person?s point of view. Paul says it this way: ?Therefore, as God ?s chosen people? clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances 
you may have against one another? (Colossians 3:12-13).

Relationships are too important to our well-being to risk losing any of them. And the way to build and 
maintain them is to be willing to see the things you are looking at, maybe from another person?s point of view.

Just as understanding God will build your relationship with Him, understanding those around you will do the 
same for those relationships.

- An updated calendar for August & September has 
been submitted to the text thread & Remind app. 

- Zoom Bible Studies: Wednesday's @ 4 pm
- Zoom SNAC: TONIGHT @ 7 pm.
- Bring-your-own-lunch & Devotional Activity: 

Tomorrow , Noon @ Carpenter 's Park
- Service Project: Tuesday, 10 am @ the building
- Parent /  Teen Meeting: Next Sunday, 16th @ 4 pm
- Online Area Wide: Next Sunday, 16th @ 6 pm



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/@ home recovery
- Joe Austin family -  passing of Joe
- Baxley family - passing of David
- Bartell family* - loss of mom/  grandma
- Robin Bingham* - loss of mother
- Nancy Brown family - passing (Brazell)
- Chapman Family*
- Adam P. (Chapman)- facility in Sept. to 

Jacksonville, need closer placement!
- Monica Gonzalez -Covid(Pace* cousin)
- Elizabeth and JT Graham (Masoner*)        
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Holloway family - Covid /  miscarrage 
- Josh Holloway - hosp. Covid /  Sacred
- Jennifer Kemp - (DiL McGriff*) recov.
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Jack Locklin - knee surgery /  recovery 
- Josie Lockin* - surgery /  recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Gloria Mack family-passed away(Pace*)
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Joy Norton - (McGriff) recovery
- Angela Ramsey* - passing of MiL
- W. Junior Riley - Covid /  hosp. (Pace*)
- Linda Watson - Covid-19 (R. Pierce)
- Webster/West family - loss of Ensley

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Elsa Nunes - health
- Mary Lee Smith - recovering (McGriff)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain
- Julia Torpey* - eye complications
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, minister San 
Lorenzo

- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - cancer (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - cancer (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz (J. Bartell*)
- Eduardo Medrano - Rhonda L's* BiL
- Monica Parker (Andrea S. sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - tumor in brain (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White -(Singley*)unknown cancer

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Shepard /  AFB, TX
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer Gable - (in process)
- Drayton Hale - Virginia 
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, 

(Philippians 4:6)

ELDERS, DEA CONS, PREA CHERS,  
& M INISTRY CONTA CTS

M EETING
Today @ 4:00 PM



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 
Education ......................... Oscar Locklin* 
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders ................. David English 
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  
Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 
........................ Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
........................................ & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................................... 
Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE
- Pantry needs : Travel sized toiletries & 

sunblock

EDUCATION
-  Currently, no in-person children's 

classes are being offered.
- Zoom classes for 2yo through 5th grade 

are offered only on Sunday @ 6 PM.  
Meeting ID is on Facebook and 
available through office. See April or 
Julie for more info!

- In-person Adult Bible class available on 
Sunday @ 9 AM in auditorium.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see Oscar Locklin.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ......................  John Pace 
Song Director ............... Stephen English
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
 ......"Content: Finding Joy Where You Are"
Scripture Reading .................. Jack Davis 
.................................. Philippians 4:10-20
Lord's Supper .............. Richard McCool 
Closing Prayer ................... Phillip Webb 

Sermon Notes available at:
https:/ / sermons.church/ notes?church=Mscoc

EVENING
Prayer .................................. Steve Fulton   
Songs .........................................................
Scripture ............................  Terry Baxley
Devotional ........................ Troy Spradlin
Closing Prayer ................... Phillip Webb
.. LiveStream: FaceBook, YouTube, Website

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................. Jak Gallagher 
Communion Prep ............. Jak Gallagher
Nursery .....................................................
....................................................................
PowerPoint  ......................... Lori Mense

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Opening Prayer ............... Oscar Locklin 
Lesson ................................ Justin Barnes

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class .................................. 
AM Worship ......................................123 
PM Worship ........................................... 
Wed. Night Bible Class .......................... 
Contribution ...............................  $9,172

ELDER CONTACT FOR AUGUST:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee

https://sermons.church/notes?church=Mscoc

	Bulletin 8.9.20
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


