
6745 Margaret  St reet  /  m argarst @bellsout h.net  /  850.623.8191
www.m argaret st reet churchofchr ist .org

W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Sep tem ber  27, 20 20

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Why did God reject  Cain's of fer ing?
by Troy Spradlin

 Genesis chapter four recounts the story of Cain and Abel bringing sacrifices before God. In verse 4 and 5, 
the Bible says that God had "respect" for Abel's sacrifice, but "did not respect Cain and his offering." Why did 
God reject Cain's offering? What was lacking, or wrong with his sacrifice? Could it have been the wrong 
kind, or perhaps it wasn't the best quality? What was the difference? 

The short answer is, we simply do not know for certain, so anything we 
propose is pure conjecture. But that doesn't mean we can't study and deduce a 
possible reason for the rejection and principles to learn. In fact, this account 
provides a good example for exegetical Bible study, which means we should 
take into consideration other passages that relate to this one. 

First, we could look in the Book of Leviticus, which provides abundant 
information concerning the type and quality of "fruit of the ground" sacrifices 
that God desires and commands His people to bring (cf. Leviticus 2, 6, 7). We also find in the books of the 
prophets, that eventually, the sacrifices of Israel were later rejected by God because they were bringing 
offerings to Him which were inferior quality (Hosea 9:4; Malachi 1:12-14). They were not bringing their 
best and unblemished as God had commanded, they brought the leftovers and imperfect. Could this have 
been Cain's error? It is a plausible reason, but Scripture gives no direct indication of such. 

Secondly, and perhaps, the strongest evidence lies in the words that follow the rejection, "And Cain was 
very angry, and his countenance fell," (Genesis 4:5). His actions provide more evidence than anything else as 
to why God rejected the offering. The inspired writer of Hebrews provides a little more insight, "By faith 
Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, 
God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being dead still speaks," (Hebrews 11:4). We should also consider 
one more passage in our study, "we should love one another, not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered 
his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother's righteous," (1 John 3:11-12). 
All of these point to a very specific principle that is found in what our great teacher, Jesus Christ, taught in 
the Sermon on the Mount, "But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in 
danger of the judgment," (Matthew 5:22). So, what cause did Cain have for being angry with his brother? He 
had no real cause. Was it his brother's fault that his offering was rejected? No, it was not. 

The fact that Cain so quickly became angry is stark evidence that his heart was not right with God           
(cf. Acts 8:21). When he acted upon that anger by killing his own brother over it, it points to a deeper, 
inward problem. Notice the word order that the Bible records, "but He did not respect Cain and his offering." 
Before it says God rejected his offering, it states that God rejected Cain! We need to remember, God looks 
at the heart of man (1 Samuel 16:7) and knows full well if evil, or goodness resides there. God looked into 
the heart of Cain and He rejected Him long before Cain placed his offering alongside of Abel's. The lesson 
for us is that we need to make sure our heart and our actions are in accordance to God's will! (2 Tim 2:15).



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Chasing Minnows - Losing Sight  of  t he Main Thing

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by David Baker
 Several years ago ten whales were found beached off the Baha Peninsula, and though experts were called in to 
try to rescue them, their efforts failed.  All ten whales died. A marine biologist was asked to study the event to 
understand what happened.  Apparently, the whales were chasing small fish, and the final report said they chased 
them into water where they didn?t belong and became stranded.  The headlines read, ?Giants Perish Chasing 
Minnows.? 

Satan well knows the mission God has for the church ? to ?go into all the word and make disciples.?  To 
prevent the church from achieving her mission, however, he tries to beach the church by getting Christians to 
chase a bunch of little periphery issues that have nothing to do with our real agenda. Jesus addressed this tendency 
with the Pharisees.  They were skilled in what the law said, but they missed the point and spirit of the law.  When 
they threw a woman caught in adultery down before him, they asked, ?What does the LAW say??  Jesus wanted to 
know, ?But what about this WOMAN??  On another occasion Jesus said to the religious leaders,?You study the 
Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about 
me?(John 5:39).  They knew the minutest issues of the law but missed who the scriptures were pointing to in the 
process.  Then there?s the Apostle Paul in Acts 9.  Any religious leader of his day would have said, ?There?s a man 
who knows the Scriptures.?  Yet Paul had to go blind to see the truth!  After he met Christ on the Damascus Road, 
he stopped chasing minnows and put his central focus where it belonged? the Cross of Christ! Paul gained a sense 
of the immensity of the mercy of God in his life, and it became his life?s passion to proclaim that message from the 
rooftops.  He later spoke of those who were ?always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth? (2 
Tim. 3:7).  They were the ones who had a ?form of godliness? but denied the power of God (2 Tim. 3:5).  

So consider this:  We can become experts in knowing what the Scriptures say, but not experts in doing what the 
scriptures say.  God didn?t give us the Bible just so we could accrue information;he gave us the scriptures so we could 
experience transformation.

- An updated calendar has been made available on 
text, Remind, and in the foyer.

- Zoom Bible Study: Tuesday, 29th, @ 4 pm
- SNAC /  Spiritual Movie Night: Friday, October 

9th (6-9 pm; bring a friend and movie snacks)
- Area Wide: October 18th @ Pace
- FUEL & Exposure registration deadline will be on 

October 25th (FUEL, Nov. 14, is $30 & Exposure, 
Dec. 27-30, is $175). More details to come.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Those affected by Hurricane Sally
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/  recovery
- Chapman Family*
- Ok Davis - suffering /  memory loss 
- Bess English* - granddad sick
- Don Everett fam. - passing (McGriff*) 
- Hardy Eubanks - CBD (Coen)       
- Chiara Lee - recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Edna Lewis -heart attack(Greg's mom)
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Carol McDaniel fam. - passing
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Joy Norton - recovery (McGriff*) 
- John Pace* - requesting prayers!
- Ella Parker* - loss of Daughter in law
- Mary Salinas* - recovery/husband pass.
- Melody Samborn -recover (Burnham*)
- Julia Torpey* - shingles in eyes 
- Troy Vonada* - C19 
- Ruth Williams* - surgery on Wed.
- Stephanie Wilson* - requesting prayers

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Prui tt  - Pat Ann* (temporarly)
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Expecting Mothers
- Sydney Lewis - November 3, 2020
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)
- Molly Doss* - April 2021

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Elizabeth and JT Graham - (Masoner*) 
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Elsa Nunes - health
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Japan
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer England - Texas
- Spencer Gable*- Oklahoma
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, (Philippians 4:6)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 
Education ...................................................

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders ................. David English 
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  
Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 
........................ Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
........................................ & Blake Hatcher  
Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items : 10/6/20 @ 8:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes : 10/8/20 @ 9:30 AM
- Distribution :  10/8/20 @ 2:15 PM 
- Pantry needs : Sunblock and travel size 

toiletries.

EDUCATION
- In-person Adult Bible class available on 

Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the auditorium.

- In-person Children classes avaliable on 
Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the education wing.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see the Elders.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee 
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
....................................... How Can I Know?  
Scripture Reading ............. Jak Gallagher  
............................................. 1 John 5:1-13

Serving Communion:
Comments ...................... Casey Bearden 
Roger Tonneson ................ Brett Napier 
Dane Harrington .................. Pat Mense 
Rhett English .............. Richard McCool 
Closing Prayer .................. Rhett English

EVENING
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Taylor 
Song Director ....................... Pete Pierce 
Scripture Reading ............ Jak Gallagher
.............................................. Exodus 6:2-8
Lesson ............................... Troy Spradlin
Comments ....................... Casey Bearden

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................. Jak Gallagher 
Communion Prep................. Elsa Nunes
PowerPoint  ..................... Brook Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden 
Opening Prayer ................... Ted Russell 
Bible Class ............................... Doug Lee

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class .............................. 93
AM Worship ..................................... 121 
PM Worship ....................................... 95 
Wed. Night Bible Class ...................... 61 
Contribution ................................ $8,779

ELDER CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER:
Primary ................................... Doug Lee 
Secondary ............................... John Pace
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