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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Sep tem ber  6 , 20 20

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

ARE WORKS NECESSARY FOR SALVATION?
by Troy Spradlin

This is a question that has been misunderstood by many for several centuries. It is also one that has been debated 
numerous times and commented on by countless theologians. Thousands of articles and books are dedicated to the 
subject and it has been preached from countless pulpits. Why is it so controversial and so difficult to understand? 
Can we truly know the answer to the question? Let's see if we can simplify it.

The quick, simple answer to the question is "Yes, and No." Perhaps, now you're thinking, 
"I thought you said you were going to 'simplify' it, preacher?" Well, that is actually the 
simple answer and also the reason why it is so confusing to many. It is because the answer 
depends on a few factors. You see, understanding the truth comes down to three things:    
(1) accepting what the Bible actually says, as opposed to some man-made doctrine; (2) how 
one defines the Biblical terms being used; and (3) the hermeneutic method being used. 

What does the Bible say? "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 
not of works, lest anyone should boast," (Eph 2:8-9). Seems clear doesn't it? One theologian, Jonathan Edwards, is 
famous for having stated, ?You contribute nothing to your salvation except the sin that made it necessary.? However, 
that's not completely true when we consider the principle of Psalm 119:160, that we should consider ALL that the 
Bible has to say about a subject, not just one verse. The Bible also says, "You see then that a man is justified by works, 
and not by faith only," (James 2:24). In the context, James makes an undeniable case for "works" being part of one's 
faith. The Hebrews writer adds, "Without faith it is impossible to please Him ...," (Heb 11:6). We should also include 
Peter's explanation, "... Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 
receiving the end of your faith?the salvation of your souls," (1 Pet 1:8,9). Do you see the connection? One must have 
works, in order to be saved, but something about those works, or a certain type of work, is not sufficient.

This illustrates why defining the terms being used is so important. Let's start with "salvation." In Ephesians, Paul is 
referring to one's conversion to Christianity, while James and Peter are referring to one's actions during the lifetime 
of a faithful disciple. So then, one becomes saved when they obey the Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4; 1 Thess 1:3-8), but the 
salvation of one's soul isn't culminated until death - after having lived in continual, faithful service (Revelation 2:10). 
The term can be used in two, different ways. We can further define words by using a sound, objective hermeneutic 
method (as opposed to a subjective, situational interpretation). For example, within the context of Ephesians 2, the 
definition of "works" has to do with attempting to be justified by the old Law of Moses (v11-22), in comparison to 
the freedom granted with Christianity. Hebrews 10:4 is a perfect commentary for this passage, "For it is not possible 
that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins." So, works in that sense is referring to animal sacrifices and other 
activities required under the old law.  In James, on the other hand, "works" is used to describe the obedience of a 
faithful Christian (1:22). These are the good deeds required of all disciples (Matt. 25:37-40; James 1:27; Gal 6:10).

Therefore, the long answer is, "Yes" because Paul writes "work out your own salvation with fear and trembling," (Phil 
2:12) and also, "remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ 
...," (1 Thess 1:3). This simply means we do "works" to demonstrate our faithfulness and love toward God, not for 
any personal gain. Don't forget, we will be, "judged, each one according to his works," (Rev 20:13). The answer is also 
"No" because there are no amount of works that one can perform in order to put God into their debt and "earn" 
their way into heaven. That debt is too great and only Jesus could pay that price (Rom 6:23; 1 Cor 6:20).



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Perspect ive & Circum st ance

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Amber Tatum

To me, it was a soothing, summer evening thunderstorm. To her, it was destructive. To me, it was offered 
comfort and a chance to to be thankful for my blessings. To her, it destroyed her safety and home. Who was right?

It all depends on your perspective and circumstance. It was a summer thunderstorm, but I was hearing it 
through the brick walls of my home, while her home was swaying high in the trees outside. The next day, my son 
and I were mowing the grass when I learned of her plight. ?She? was a mother squirrel whose nest had been blown 
out of a tall tree. Thankfully, I saw her as she guarded her babies from the eminent peril of my lawnmower. I went 
to another section of the yard and gave her time to finish relocating her babies before coming back later to mow 
that area. Her babies were safe, but there was nothing I could do for her destroyed home.

The same storm entered our lives, but because of our very different circumstances and perspectives, the 
outcomes and consequences were very different. That led me to think about other ?storms? in our lives: illness, job 
loss, marriage trouble, wayward children, loss. It made me think about how we react to (dare I say ?judge?) how 
others deal with those things in their lives. After all, I have been through ________ and I didn?t _________. While 
that may be true, check your perspective and circumstance. And maybe, like I was that day, be thankful for the 
perspective and circumstance you are blessed to have.

?Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought 
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 

abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me.? Philippians 4:11-13

- An updated calendar will be available next week.
- Sing-a-Lawn: September 11th
- Area Wide: September 13th (Times & Details 

available soon)
- Parent /  Teen Meeting: September 13th
- Zoom Bible Study: Tuesday, September 29th
- In the event that FUEL & Exposure are held in 

2020, registration will be on October 4th (FUEL is 
$55 & Exposure is $125). More details to come.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST

N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/  surgery on hand
- Geneva Blanchard - recovery
- Chapman Family*
- Ok Davis - suffering /  memory loss 
- Don Everett fam. - passing (McGriff*) 
- Monica Gonzalez - C19 (Pace* cousin)        
- Chiara Lee - recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Jack Locklin - recovery 
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Dennis Maduell* - skin cancer removal
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Medrano family - passing of Eduardo
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Michael McCaleb - asking for prayers
- Joy Norton - recovery (McGriff*) 
- John Pace* - requesting prayers!
- W. Junior Riley - C19 (Pace*)
- Mary Salinas* - passing of Rafael
- Mary Salinas* - skin removal/ recovery
- Melody Samborn- surgery  (Burnham*)
- Summerlot fam.- loss of Katie (Sprad.)
- Troy Vonada* - C19 

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Prui tt  - Pat Ann* (temporarly)
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Expecting Mothers
- Sydney Lewis - November 3, 2020
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Elizabeth and JT Graham - (Masoner*) 
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Elsa Nunes - health
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Japan
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer England* - Texas, Sept. 25th
- Spencer Gable*- Oklahoma
- Drayton Hale - Virginia 
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Japan
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God, (Philippians 4:6)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 
Education ...................................................

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders ................. David English 
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  
Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 
........................ Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
........................................ & Blake Hatcher 
Website ...................................................... 
Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE
- Receiving Items : 9/8/20 @ 8:30 AM
- Preparing Boxes : 9/10/20 @ 9:30 AM
- Distribution :  9/10/20 @ 2:15 PM 
- Pantry needs : Sunblock and travel size 

toiletries.

EDUCATION
- In-person Adult Bible class available on 

Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the auditorium.

- In-person Children classes avaliable on 
Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the education wing.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see the Elders.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  .......................... margarst@bellsouth.net
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee 
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden  
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
........................... "The Biggest Little Word"  
Scripture Reading ........... David English 
............................................. John 14:1-15
Serving Communion:
Comments .............................. Rick Bird  
Roger Tonneson ................ Brett Napier 
Dane Harrington .................. Pat Mense 
Rhett English .............. Richard McCool 
Closing Prayer ....................... Joe Taylor 

EVENING
Opening Prayer ................ Phillip Webb
Song Director .................. Blake Hatcher
Scripture Reading ............  
Lesson .............................. Troy Spradlin
Comments .............................. Rick Bird

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Troy Spradlin 
Communion Prep................. Elsa Nunes
PowerPoint  ......................... Larry Coen

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Troy Spradlin
Opening Prayer .................. Steve Fulton 
Bible Class ............................... Doug Lee

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 107
AM Worship ......................................120 
PM Worship ........................................... 
Wed. Night Bible Class ...................... 78 
Contribution ...............................  $8,321

ELDER CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER:
Primary ................................... Doug Lee 
Secondary ............................... John Pace
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