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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  O ctober  25, 20 20

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Why Isn't  t he Church of  Chr ist  t he Largest ?
by Troy Spradlin

This is a question that I used to ponder quite often, but eventually worked out the answer. It came up again recently from 
someone with whom I was having a Bible study. The question was couched around the idea that if the church of Christ is truly 

the only church teaching the pure truth of God's word, then why aren't more and more 
truth seekers flocking to it? Why don't more people want to be a part of the one and only 
true church? In fact, why isn't the Church of Christ the largest church in all of America, 
or the even all the world? It's a good question! Add to the fact that when I drive by some 
the denominational "mega-churches" with their massive buildings and jam-packed 
parking lots, I wonder, "If people really love God, Jesus, and the Bible so much, (as 
indicated by the attendance at those denominations), then why isn't the Church of Christ 
the largest? Or, at least equal in size?" I believe the answer to the question is three-fold; it 
involves Scripture, doctrine, and apathy.

Scr ipture reveals a key element that is present within human nature when it comes to 
seeking truth. Jesus said, "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are 
many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it," (Matthew 
7:13-14). From these verses we can easily infer that a majority of people have a tendency to gravitate toward that which is easy 
and following the crowds (even though it leads to a bad outcome) instead of making an effort to find that which is better. Jesus 
is simply illustrating man's general, innate disposition when it comes to searching out God's life-giving truth. He further 
illustrated this fact with the Parable of the Sower, where it is pointed out that only a quarter of those who received the "seed of 
the word" actually flourished.  So, since Scripture tells us that a large portion of mankind simply won't accept truth, we 
shouldn't be surprised that the Lord's church is smaller by comparison to those worldly organizations.

Doctr ine. I purposely use the term "worldly organizations" to describe the large denominational churches, because another 
key reason people don't flock in droves to the Lord's church is because of specific doctrines that are taught, or not taught. This 
usually involves syncretism between that which is worldly and that which is holy, which means to blend what we want with 
what God wants. Matthew 7:21 and Luke 9:23 make it abundantly clear that if anyone wants to go to heaven (inherit eternal 
life) then they must do God's will and deny their own will. For example, there is no indication anywhere in Scripture that God 
desires an earthly headquarters for the church. Instead, we read where churches are to be autonomous and led by a plurality of 
elders (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1). That is God's will, as presented in the Bible. So, when a singular, supreme leader is named over 
the church, or a headquarters is established for it, then God's will has been violated. There are also many "second chance" 
doctrines that are taught which basically, remove accountability from the "disciple," like premillennialism, pre-destination, 
indulgences, and so-forth. These are many examples we could cite. All of them are more attractive to the masses because people 
like to blend their worldly desires with God's will and call it a church. We try to not do that in the Lord's church and instead, 
just follow the pattern of the first century church that was guided by the Apostles, as presented in Scripture.

Apathy.  Finally, the phrase "few that find it" (Matt 7:14) implies that one must make a concentrated effort in order to 
discover the "narrow path." It isn't blatantly easy to find, but it is find-able!  Sadly, many people can be rather lackadaisical 
when it comes to spiritual things. Thus, doing things like relying on what the "pastor, priest, or reverend" says for spiritual 
nourishment is in direct contrast to what Christ desires in His disciples, (cf. Matt 6:33; Acts 17:11, James 1:22). This concept is 
reinforced with the constant message of being "diligent" in our faith (Proverbs 4:23; 2 Tim 2:15; Hebrews 6:11; 2 Peter 1:5), or 
"pursuing" the things of God (Romans 9:30; 1 Cor 14:1; 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 2:22). It takes effort to know and understand truth! 

God desires that all be saved and come to the knowledge of truth (1 Timothy 2:4), but the Lord's church is only going to 
be as big as truth w i l l  al low  i t  to be. Each individual must make the choice of whether to accept God's truth, or not. When 
they do, they will want to be part of His true church and at that point, it is God providing the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6).



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Shepherd's Corner  - Spir it ual Food For  Thought

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

1 John 4:7 - 21 
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.Anyone who does not love 
does not know God, because God is love.In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so 
that we might live through him.In this is love,not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins.Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us.By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.And we have seen 

and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, 
and he in God.So,we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us.God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him.By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is, so also 
are we in this world.There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
been perfected in love.We love because he first loved us.If anyone says, ?I love God,? and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we have from him:whoever loves God 

must also love his brother."

- An updated calendar has been made available on 
text, Remind, and in the foyer.

- Camp Relief & Area Wide T-shirts will go on sale 
soon. More details to come.

- Zoom Bible Study: Tuesday, October 27th @ 4 pm
- SNAC /  Pep Talk Filming: November 15th (12 - 4 

pm; more details to come)
- If a YG student is participating in an 

extra-curricular activity, Casey would appreciate a 
copy of their schedule.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Those affected by Hurricane Sally
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/ recovery @ home
- Geneva Blanchard - recovery
- Chapman Family*
- Ok Davis - suffering /  memory loss         
- Bess English & family -loss of granddad
- Shaikee Garrett-prayers (McGriff*)
- Joe Jackson family-passed (McGriff*)
- Chiara Lee - recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Edna Lewis -heart attack (Greg's mom)
- Lewis* family - birth of Aero!
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Mary McGriff* - arthitis /  suffering
- Ella Parker* and family - loss of DiL
- Mary Salinas* - knee /  injection 
- Julia Torpey* - shingles in eyes 
- Ruth Williams* - recovery
- Stephanie Wilson* - requesting prayers

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Ina Ruth Miller*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- SR Heath & Rehab - Larry McDaniel*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Expecting Mothers
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)
- Molly Doss* - April 2021
- Andrea Weekley - April 2021

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John Broadfoot*
- Gale Broadfoot* -  upcoming surgery
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Hardy Eubanks - CBD (Coen)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Elizabeth and JT Graham - (Masoner*) 
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Josie Locklin*
- Elsa Nunes* - health
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Japan
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable*- Oklahoma
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God

(Philippians 4:6)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 
Education ...................................................

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders ................. David English 
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  
Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 
........................ Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
........................................ & Blake Hatcher  
Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

EDUCATION
- In-person Adult Bible class available on 

Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the auditorium.

- In-person Children classes avaliable on 
Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the education wing.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see the Elders.

OWLS
- Meetings every Thursday @ 10:30 AM

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... John Pace 
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon .............................. Troy Spradlin 
.............................. "That's Not in the Bible"
Scripture Reading .............. Jackson Lash 
.................................... Matthew 25:31-46

Serving Communion:
Comments ........................... Rick Martin 
Roger Tonneson ................. Brett Napier 
David English ........................ Joe Wilson 
Chris Davis .............................. John Pace  
Closing Prayer .................... Brett Napier

EVENING
Opening Prayer ................ Blake Hatcher 
Song Director ........................ Pete Pierce  
Scripture Reading ............. Rhett English 
........................................ Numbers 21:1-9
Lesson ................................ Troy Spradlin
Comments ........................... Rick Martin

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ....................... Doug Lee 
Communion Prep ........ Bozeman family
PowerPoint  .......................... Larry Coen

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Troy Spradlin
Opening Prayer .................... Chris Davis
Bible Class ............................... Jack Davis

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................. 114
AM Worship ...................................... 137 
PM Worship ........................................ 62 
Wed. Night Bible Class ....................... 79 
Contribution ................................. $7,384

ELDER CONTACT FOR OCTOBER:
Primary ................................... John Pace 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird


	Bulletin 10.25.20
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4


