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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

DON'T YOU JUDGE ME!
by Troy Spradlin

How many times have you heard someone say, "Don't you judge me!" whenever error or immoral 
behavior is pointed out? Or, perhaps someone has accused you of being "too judgmental" if you try to 
explain that Christians don't participate in certain activities which conflict with Biblical principles. It is an 
all too common response among those who try to justify their sinful lifestyles or ungodly conduct. 

Sometimes, even an appeal to the Bible itself is used to bolster their argument. 
They might state, "Matthew 7:1 says, 'Judge not, that you be not judged,'!" as if 
that ends all discussion of the matter. But, does that verse condemn ALL judging? 
Is it true we must never make an assessment or evaluation of others of any kind?

   We should first recognize that, indeed, only God is the true judge and He will 
pass down a verdict upon the unrighteous and wicked of the world (Romans 
2:2-3; Hebrews 9:27). But that doesn't mean that we are never allowed to make a 
determination about someone's behavior, words, or other external actions. The 

truth is, judging is both condemned and commended in the Bible. It is both prohibited and commanded. 
This is because judging is described in two different senses throughout the Bible. It is not restricted to just 
one definition. Therefore, not all judging is bad, or unwarranted. It's what kind, or type, of judging that one 
does where caution must be exercised.

The kind, or sense, of judging that is condemned in the Bible is the kind that is superficial, hypocritical, 
or hostile. This kind of judging involves making an assessment about someone based strictly on their race, 
appearance, financial status, culture, differences, or opinion. Passages such as Luke 15:1-2; Galatians 
2:11-14;  and James 2:1-10 provide ample instruction that such judging of persons is not right. God does 
not approve of Christians being judgmental in this sense of the word. 

The other kind, or sense, of judging that is commanded in the Bible is the kind that makes discernment 
according to God's standard. It is not that we are replacing God as judge, but rather, we are identifying what 
God's judgment is, or will be, according to His Word. For example, Jesus commanded us to, "not judge 
according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment," (John 7:24). The word "righteous? is referring to 
the character and the manner of the one who does the judging. The only way to be righteous is through the 
word of God, so the implication is that we are obligated to make assessment of others, not based upon our 
opinions, but instead, based upon that which God has outlined in the Scriptures.

 Perhaps, a better word to describe it would be "measuring." In fact, that is exactly what the context of 
Matthew 7 says, "For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you," (7:2). We have to make a judgment call when we want to know the dimensions of 
something. We use an authority, a ruler, and lay it alongside the object, then simply repeat what the 
standard is, "It is six inches." Righteous judgment means we use an authority, the Scriptures, lay it alongside 
the life or conduct of a person, and simply repeat what the standard says it is.



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

What  Are We Really Hoping For?                                 

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
Hope. We?re constantly searching for it. Whether it be in things, people, or ideologies, we?re always looking for a "better" 

something. Something that will convince us that this world isn?t as bad as it seems, restores our faith in humanity, and that 
gives us ?peace? when we lay down our heads at night. What intrigues me, or more accurately, confounds me, is that so many 
Christians still find themselves in this place.

I guess it shouldn?t. This isn?t anything new. As human beings, we?ve continually allowed the world around us to dictate 
our perception of success, peace, and happiness. We believe that if the right mandates are in place, the right person is ?in 
charge?, and the best, and more correct, ideologies and principles are the predominant view, then we can truly look into the 
future with optimism. Sure, that is truly something that could bring about positive change, but here is the more pressing 
question?  what if none of that happens? Are we doomed? Have we lost all hope?

Regardless of what happens in this world, whether those things we believe will make our society better or worse happen, 
or don?t happen, our hope should?ve never been invested in those things anyway. True hope isn?t confined to the ?here and 
now?, and it was never meant to be.

There was another group of people who thought everything they believed in and the person they were following was 
going to bring about this resurgence, this revolution, this restoring of things past, and bring the world back to where it used 
to be. It did, and it didn?t. Things changed, but not how they thought it would. There was a revolution, but not the one they 
were looking for. There was a restoration, but not to what they thought it would be. And their leader? He died. The people? 
Predominately oppressed and persecuted. They thought all hope was lost, but it was only just beginning.

You see, Jesus tells us where we can find the hope we?re longing so desperately for ? in Him. He tells us, "I AM the way, 
truth, and life". I AM the hope you?re looking for (John 14:6). He even goes on to tell us that things will not always be how we 
?hope? they will be. As Christians, this world will hate us, oppress us, and weigh heavily against us. Yet, He reminds us that it 
is He that brings about peace and true hope, as He says, ?but take heart, I have overcome the world.? (John 16:33)

We often sing songs like ?In Christ Alone?, "My Hope is Built on Nothing Less", and ?My Only Hope is You?. Do we 
really believe that? Then, why aren't we more encouraged? In the way talk, live, and post? Why would we ever insist, as 
Christians, that we are without hope? I guess it really begs the question, ?what is it that we are really hoping for?? Is our hope 
more about how we want the world to be for us while we?re living in it, or is it focused on the reward that no one can 
offer/ receive in this world, and isn?t predicated, determined, or impacted by what direction this world goes in?

It?s time to restore our hope back in the One who can truly bring about change, peace, restoration, and everlasting joy.

- An updated calendar has been made available on 
text, Remind, and in the foyer.

- SNAC /  Spiritual Movie Night: Friday, October 
9th (6-9 pm; bring a friend and movie snacks)

- Sing-A-Lawn: Friday, October 16th 
- Area Wide: October 18th @ Pace
- FUEL & Exposure registration deadline will be on 

October 25th (FUEL, Nov. 14, is $30 & Exposure, 
Dec. 27-30, is $175). More details to come.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Those affected by Hurricane Sally
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/ recovery @ home
- Geneva Blanchard - recovery
- Chapman Family*
- Larry Coen* - surg. in foot /  recovery
- Ok Davis - suffering /  memory loss 
- Don Everett fam. - passing (McGriff*) 
- Hardy Eubanks - CBD (Coen)
- Monica Gonzalez - C19 (Pace* cousin)        
- Chiara Lee - recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Edna Lewis -heart attack(Greg's mom)
- Josie Lockin* - recovery
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Carol McDaniel fam. - passing
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Joy Norton - recovery (McGriff*) 
- John Pace* - requesting prayers!
- Ella Parker* - loss of DiL
- W. Junior Riley - C19 (Pace*)
- Mary Salinas* - recovery/husband pass.
- Melody Samborn -recover (Burnham*)
- Julia Torpey* - shingles in eyes 
- Troy Vonada* - C19 
- Ruth Williams* - recovery
- Stephanie Wilson* - requesting prayers

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- Ter race, Jay - Faye Smith 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Expecting Mothers
- Sydney Lewis - November 3, 2020
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)
- Molly Doss* - April 2021

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John and Gale Broadfoot*
- Jay Broadfoot - diabetes
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Elizabeth and JT Graham - (Masoner*) 
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - Doug Lee's mom*
- Elsa Nunes - health
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Shannon Broadfoot - (Broadfoot*)
- Mickie Clopton - former member
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Jim Graves - (Lola's* uncle)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Japan
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable*- Oklahoma
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 
Education ...................................................

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 
Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 
OWLS ......................................................... 
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 
Lads to Leaders ................. David English 
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  
Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 
Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 
........................ Joe Wilson*, Chris Davis, 
........................................ & Blake Hatcher  
Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE

EDUCATION
- In-person Adult Bible class available on 

Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the auditorium.

- In-person Children classes avaliable on 
Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the education wing.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see the Elders.

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Doug Lee 
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
.......... Obedience is Better than Sacrifice  
Scripture Reading ............ Elliot Wilson 
....................................... Samuel 15:16-23

Serving Communion:
Comments ................................ Jeff Scott 
Roger Tonneson ................ Brett Napier 
David English ....................... Joe Wilson 
Chris Davis ............................. John Pace  
Closing Prayer ................. Blake Hatcher

EVENING
Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis 
Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson 
Scripture Reading ............ Brody Crider 
........................................ Leviticus 19:1-5
Lesson ............................... Troy Spradlin
Comments ................................ Jeff Scott

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .................. Rick Martin 
Communion Prep ........ Bozeman family
PowerPoint  ......................... Larry Coen

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................. Troy Spradlin
Opening Prayer ............... Rhett English 
Bible Class ............................... Doug Lee

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 103
AM Worship ......................................111 
PM Worship ....................................... 70 
Wed. Night Bible Class ...................... 78 
Contribution .............................. $11,703

ELDER CONTACT FOR OCTOBER:
Primary ................................... John Pace 
Secondary ............................... Rick Bird
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