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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  N ovem ber  29, 20 20

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Some Lessons From Church History
by Wayne Jackson

    The church of Christ was born in troublesome times. The bold and uncompromising preaching that was characteristic of 
those early disciples soon plunged them into grievous persecutions. Peter and John were imprisoned and whipped (Acts 4, 5). 
Shortly thereafter Stephen became the first martyr (Acts 7:60). Apparently his death triggered the ?great persecution? (Acts 8:1), 
which subsequently came upon the church. For the following two and one half centuries, the church of God was literally bathed 
in blood. Thousands of saints were tortured and murdered in the most inhumane way. Though the atrocities of this period 
were dreadful indeed, the persecutions were not without secondary benefits to the cause of the Savior.
    First of all, the hardships tempered those who were truly converted to Jesus. Secondly, it ?weeded out? much of the 
hypocritical element which plagued the church. And thirdly, it prevented insincere people from identifying with the people of 
God. As one historian has put it, ?One effect of the trials through which the Christians of that period passed was a purified 
church. The persecutions kept away all who were not sincere in their profession.? In spite of the tribulations, the church grew 
with marvelous rapidity. Scholars estimate that there were possibly some sixty million Christians by the end of the second 
century A.D.
    In the early fourth century, however, the Roman ruler Constantine came to the imperial throne. He was friendly toward the 
Christians, and in 313 A.D. he issued his famous ?Edict of Toleration,? which at once put an end to the persecution of those 
who professed to follow Christ. Admittedly, this produced some very good effects as far as society in general was concerned. 
Crucifixion as a method of capital punishment was abolished, slavery began to fade, and the murder of unwanted infants was 
repressed. If we consider the cessation of persecution a blessing, it is only fair to point out that this newly found popularity 
which Christianity enjoyed had its disadvantages as well. In view of the popularity of the ?Christian religion? in the western 
world of our own time, we might be able to learn some valuable lessons from history. In his excellent little volume, Story of the 
Christian Church,  J. L. Hurlbut lists some of the effects that this period of history had upon the church.

Church attendance exploded
    Hurlbut writes, ?Everybody sought membership in the church, and nearly everybody was received. Both good and bad, 
sincere seekers after God and hypocritical seekers after gain, rushed into the communion.? Conditions are not totally unlike 
this, especially in some places, even today. In some areas it is ?popular? to be a member of a church; it is even financially 
advantageous. In many cases, it has become a cultural norm with very little correlation between what is professed and the 
reality of life. In recent years much emphasis has been given to booming attendance drives in competition with denominational 
groups, with little stress on straight-forward, soul-shaking Bible teaching. 
    Have we become so enamored with quantity that we are but little concerned with quality? We must remember that it is 
possible to be ?strong in the land, but not for truth? (Jeremiah 9:3).

Church services became more elaborate, but less spir i tual
    Hurlbut further observes, ?The services of worship increased in splendor, but were less spiritual and hearty than those of 
former times.? How true of today! This is the era of huge ?plants,? plush trappings, and stained glass. In many cases, an 
extravagant theater-like ?experience? seems to be the preference of the day. Image and appearance in the community has 
become more important than our image with Jehovah. And those monstrous mortgages to which we have anchored ourselves 
have in some cases been an effective deterrent to powerful pulpit preaching. Some of our preaching is so indistinct and 
?spit-and-polish? oriented, that one can transfer from denominationalism into our fellowship and never be aware of the change! 
Numerous brethren who once shouted ?Amen? to solid gospel preaching, when meeting in those little white-framed buildings, 
now blush in dismay when denominational names are mentioned or sin is vigorously exposed. What has happened?

Corrupted by power
    Finally, Hurlbut notes: ?As a result of the church sitting in power, we do not see Christianity transforming the world to its 
own ideal, but the world dominating the church.? When there is no sharp line of distinction between the lives of professing 
Christians and the world, the influence of the church is greatly curtailed. When members of the church can dance, practice 
social drinking, smoke, dress indecently, and neglect any phase of the Lord?s work that suits their notion, with little being said 
and practically nothing being done about it, is it any wonder that the church does not grow as it did nineteen centuries ago?
    Yes, there are some vital lessons to be learned from history. We ought to look back to where we?ve been, and then ahead to 
where we seem to be going, and then ask ourselves, ?Are we aiming in the right direction??



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Shepherd's Corner  - Tools of  t he Trade

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Margaret St. Elders
In the midst of this difficult season of life, and with our new Bring-Teach-Keep Program starting up, Margaret 

Street has some great evangelistic materials available for us to use in our daily interactions, in-person and on-line. 
As we begin to consider the efforts we'll pout forward in the next few weeks, here are some effective tools anyone 
can use, which are free of charge or very little cost.

Bible Cor respondence Courses - People are spending more time at home during this COVID season, and are 
interested in Bible study. We have courses available that can be sent directly to anyone you'd like and someone to grade them 
and interact with those individuals as well. You can submit names and addresses to Blisse.

Wor ld Bible School  Bibles - these Bibles have great study material and the plan of salvation inside. It's a perfect gift 
for someone who doesn't have a Bible. They are free of charge and can be picked up from Blisse or Troy upon request.

Muscle & A Shovel  books - These books have been very effective in assisting seekers to find the truth. If you know 
someone with questions, whether they're non-Christians or from another faith, this can be a great study. These are available 
for $10 each, and can be ordered through Blisse. 

Searching For  Truth workbooks - If you're interested in leading a friend or family member through a one-on-one 
study, especially those who want to start from the beginning, these workbooks are very beneficial, and are also accompanied 
by an interactive DVD. They are free of charge, and are available upon request.

Live-Stream - This is one of the greater, more far-reaching tools we have at our disposal. Most of us have social media, 
and by simply sharing the videos from our services and Bible studies, we can reach so many people, here and abroad with a 
click of a button. 

Tracts, DVDs, Bookmarks, Business Cards - these materials are all available in the foyer of the building. Pick up 
several of each to distribute, and if there is a particular subject you'd like to have material on that isn't available, those can be 
ordered upon request. 

We encourage everyone to use these materials, and we're praying for our collective effort in taking the truth to 
our friends, family, and the community and bringing them to Jesus. Blessings!

- An updated calendar has been made available on 
text, Remind, and in the foyer.

- Camp Relief & Area Wide T-shirts will go on sale 
soon. More details to come.

- Zoom Bible Study: Tuesday, December 1st (4 pm)

- YG Xmas Carol  Sing-A-Lawn, Movie Night, & 
Par ty: December 11th (4 - 9 pm; bring a friend & 
Gag Gift for game; more details to come)

- SNAC /  Pep Talk  Fi lming: Sunday, 13th (12 - 5 
pm; Lunch will be provided)

- Quar ter ly Parent /  Teen Meeting: Sunday, 
December 13th @ 5 pm

- Exposure Youth Camp: Sunday, December 27th 
- Wednesday, 30th  (see Joe Wilson for details)

- If a YG student is participating in an 
extra-curricular activity, Casey would appreciate a 
copy of their schedule.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST
N EW S &  I N FO RM AT IO N

Special   
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Patricia Ann* - MZL/ recovery @ home
- Jason Blazier - C19 positive
- Ok Davis - suffering /  memory loss         
- Bess English & family -loss of granddad
- Shaikee Garrett-prayers (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - surgeries/ recovery
- Barbara Helms* - loss of brother
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Yvonne Loomis - loss of dad (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta -C19/paralyzed(Nunes)
- Martin family* - needing prayers
- Ni Mack - prayers for encouragement
- Mcgillberry/Burnham - loss of Seth
- Mary McGriff* - arthitis /  asthma 
- Ella Parker* and family - loss of DiL
- Pete Pierce* - Brandon's accident
- Verlensia Pitts* - C19, WFH 
- Matt Olgin - complications from C19
- Mary Salinas* - knee /  recovery 
- Mike Scott* - cateract surgery
- Laurie Taylor* - gastric bleeding
- Jania Thomas - C19 (McGriff*)
- Ruth Williams* - C19 positive, health
- Andrea Wilson* - suregery/ recovery
- Stephanie Wilson* - C19 positive

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Troy Vonada*
- Ber ryhi l l  Manor  - Ina Ruth Miller*
- Shut In - Ruth Phillips*
- Shut In - Linda & Beverly Mann*
- SR Heath & Rehab - Larry McDaniel*
- Shut In - Faye Smith (Jeanna's* mom) 
- Victor ian Manor  - Lillian Raines*
- Victor ian  Manor  - Mary Salinas*

Expecting Mothers
- Brittany Parker - December 8, 2020
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)
- Molly Doss* - April 2021
- Andrea Weekley - April 2021

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John Broadfoot*
- Gale Broadfoot* -  upcoming surgery
- Geneva Blanchard
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Allen Danley - (Brazell's*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Chapman Family*
- Richard Elliot - (Sarah Lee's* dad)
- Hardy Eubanks - CBD (Coen)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Elizabeth and JT Graham - (Masoner*) 
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Chiara Lee - recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Edna Lewis -heart attack (Greg's mom)
- Josie Locklin*
- Elsa Nunes* - health, eye surgery 11/19
- Deloris Patton - kidneys (McGriff)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Scott Tominey - Perth, Scotland
- ECS and NWFSBS
- Live Stream evangelistic efforts

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Ok Davis - brain cancer (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Danielle Diamond - (Fisher's*) 
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's mom)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Japan
- John Bartell - US Comstock, Pacific
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Ft. Benning, GA
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable*- TEXAS
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, 
let your requests be made known to 

God (Philippians 4:6)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ......................................................... 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ..... Bob Locklin, Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ............... Casey Bearden, 

................................................ Joe Wilson*

........................................ & Blake Hatcher  

Worship ..................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

EDUCATION
- In-person Adult Bible class available on 

Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the auditorium.

- In-person Children classes avaliable on 
Sunday @ 9 AM and Wednesday @ 
6:30 PM located in the education wing.

- Anyone willing to help teach, please 
see the Elders.

OWLS
- Meetings every Thursday @ 10:30 AM

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire, which 
you can sign out and return after 
services. *Please remember to clean the 
headphones with an alcohol wipe!*

< WiFi Password posted in Foyer  >

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott 
Sermon ................................. Chris Davis 
......................................... "Faith Over Fear"
Scripture Reading ............. Phillip Webb 
........................................ 1 Kings 18:1-18

Serving Communion:
Comments .................... Richard McCool 
Jim Loftin .......................... Russell Estain 
Eli Whitney ................ Dane Harrington 
Chris Davis .............................. John Pace 
Brett Napier .......................... Mike Scott 
Closing Prayer ......................  Jack Davis 

EVENING      (No Service: Fifth Sunday)
Opening Prayer ........................................   
Song Director ...........................................   
Scripture Reading ....................................   
...................................................................  
Lesson ......................................................  
Comments ................................................ 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ........... Darrell Bozeman 
Communion Prep ...... Longmire Family 
PowerPoint  .......................... Larry Coen

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Troy Spradlin
Opening Prayer ....................... Rick Bird
Bible Class ............................... Jack Davis

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................... 96
AM Worship ...................................... 110 
PM Worship ........................................ 78 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... N/A 
Contribution ................................. $8,298

ELDER CONTACT FOR NOVEMBER: 
Primary ..................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................. Doug Lee
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