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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  M ar ch  7, 20 21

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Was Mary a Virgin Her Entire Life?
by Troy Spradlin

    "Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. ... 
The angel said to her, 'Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. ... And Mary said to the angel, 
'How can this be, since I am a virgin?' " (Luke 1:26-34) As we continue to read the New Testament, we find 

that Mary fulfilled her role in God's grand scheme of redemption and gave birth to 
the Messiah (Luke 2:7; Galatians 4:4) and then we continue to see Mary's presence in 
other parts the Gospel accounts (John 2:3; Acts 1:14). But, did Mary remain a virgin 
her whole life?  That is certainly the story that many have purported for centuries. 
    There is a common, popular belief that Mary was a "perpetual virgin" and that as 
early as the tender age of three, she made a vow to virginity for her entire life. It is 
also asserted that after the birth of Jesus, she and Joseph went on to live out their 
lives in celibacy. But is this based in Scripture? Is there any evidence of it being true? 
The fact is, no there is not! There is not one single passage in the Bible that supports 
the idea of Mary being a perpetual virgin; there is just the opposite! So, where did 
this idea come from and what is the truth? 

    The notion of the perpetual virginity for Mary had its origins from within an ecumenical council held 
around 450 AD which was later adopted by several prominent, albeit divergent religious organizations. 
Wayne Jackson adds, "The theory had its roots in the pagan environment of the post-apostolic age when 
there was a strong emphasis upon celibacy within certain heathen religions." It is also believed to have been 
largely influenced by Vestal Virgins of pagan Rome in an attempt to attract such heathen worshipers to the 
religion of Christ. Beyond these few historical points, there exist no other basis for the dogma. 
    So, what does the Bible actually say about the perpetual virginity of Mary? It says nothing, absolutely 
nothing. Instead, it says the opposite by presenting her as any average Jewish wife and mother. For example, 
Matthew states that  ?before [she and Joseph] came together, she was found to be with child? (Mt. 1:18). The 
phrase "came together" implies and includes the idea of sexual intimacy between a husband and wife. Add to 
this that Joseph "knew her not until she had given birth to a son," (Matthew 1:25) which is also a term for 
marriage intimacy. This would certainly disqualify her from perpetual virginity. 
    This appears to harmonize perfectly with Luke 2:7,  which states that Jesus was called Mary?s ?firstborn? 
child. Naturally, this term suggests that Mary could have had intimate relations with her husband and could 
have given birth to other children, which seems rather apparent in passages such as Matthew 12:46; 
13:55-56; John 7:3-5). If Mary had remained a virgin and hadn't had other children, then why didn't the 
inspired writer simply say "Mary's only son"? Or, if the brothers and sisters mentioned in those other 
passages weren't actually Jesus' siblings, then why weren't they identified differently, such as only Joseph's 
children (perhaps, from a previous marriage)? Do you see what happens when one begins to speculate 
instead of just accepting what Scripture actually tells us?
    The alleged perpetual virginity of Mary has no basis in Scripture, nor does it harmonize with God's 
design for the family (Gen. 2:24; Mt. 19:5-6). It's a false teaching that needs to be corrected and expunged.



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

Wisdom  & Know ledge

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Jim Faughn
Various attempts have been made to distinguish between wisdom and knowledge. I suppose that one of the more 

common efforts is to suggest that knowledge is the acquiring of information while wisdom is understanding how to use that 
knowledge. This may be the reason for one of my favorite illustrations between the two:Knowledge is understanding that a 
tomato is a fruit.Wisdom is not putting a tomato in a fruit salad.

While what I write here will by no means settle all of the questions that may come to mind about the difference(s) 
between wisdom and knowledge, I think that one passage of scripture may provide a good starting place for our thinking 
about this subject -If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him 
(James 1:5).Later in that same epistle, James discusses a clear difference between ?? the wisdom that comes down from above? ? 
and that which is ?? earthly, unspiritual, demonic? (James 3:15). It should be clear from these two citations from James that 
the source of true wisdom is God. It should also be clear that what may pass for wisdom may not, in fact, be wisdom.

As I typed those words, my mind went to the death of our first president. As you may have learned in a high school 
history class, George Washington lost his life due, at least in part, to a loss of blood. When Mr. Washington awoke with a 
severe sore throat and, as he continued to get worse, he requested a procedure that was well known. According to the best 
knowledge of the medical community of his day, illnesses were caused by ?humors? in a person?s blood becoming unbalanced 
in some way. Accordingly, the ?wise? thing to do was for doctors to start a procedure known as ?bloodletting? in an attempt to 
get those humors back in a proper balance. Thankfully, we now have more knowledge about the causes of, and treatment for, 
various diseases. Most of us would probably not go to a doctor who thought that it would be ?wise? to start draining blood out 
of our bodies if we were suffering from a sore throat.

Without going any further with a discussion that has already gone on for centuries about how to distinguish between 
wisdom and knowledge, I?d like to offer one more thing to consider. What I?m offering will not explain everything, but it may 
help somewhat in our understanding.Knowledge changes.Wisdom is eternal.

- The revised 2021 calendar is now available. You can 
download it or pick up a hard copy.

- Camp & Area Wide t-shirts will go on sale soon.

- If a teen participates in a spring extra-curricular or has 
a special event coming up, Casey would like a schedule.

- High School & Middle School classes will split back up 
beginning next Sunday, March 14th. 

- Dinner  /  Devo: Wednesday, March 10th @ 5 pm

- Workday /  Spir i tual  Movie Activi ty: Saturday, 
March 20th (more details to come)

- Area Wide: Sunday, March 21st @ Robertsdale

- Ice Flyers Game: Friday, March 26th @ 7 pm 

- $20 /  ticket due on Sunday, March 14th. 

- More details to come

- This is a congregational /  family event)

Events /Deadl ines for  TODAY, March 7th

Bible Bowl Tests @ 12:30 pm & 1:30 pm

Workshop Schedule:
Oral Bible Reading, 3:30 - 4 pm

Song Leading /  Songs of Praise, 4 - 4:30 pm
Bible Bowl, 4:30 - 5 pm

Speech Dress Rehearsal, 5 - 5:30 pm

Pre-convention events and hurdles must be completed & 
submitted.

All hotel & registration money is due

See David or Jeanna English for any questions or details. 
You can also stay up to date by accessing the the Margaret 

Street L2L FB page.



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST
Special   

- Alexander-loss of Nicole (McGriff*)
- Terry Baxley*- inflamed diverticulitis
- Diane Brazell* - loss of sister, surgery
- Scott Brazell - tests, answers (Brazell*)
- Gale Broadfoot* - surgery / recovery
- Jesse Claunch (Century) - C19 
- Davis family-loss of Ok (Jenks Ave CoC)
- Louise English*& family -loss of Diane
- Zeb Hamilton* - blood clot, health 
- Hamilton*/McGriff *- loss of brother
- Haynes family-loss of Margaret 

(Shanahan)
- Jones family - loss of Terry (form. mem)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Loomis fam.-loss of George (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta -paralyzed (Nunes)
- Ina Ruth Miller family* - passing of Bill
- Jim Pitts*- hip replacement, recovery
- Sue Perritt* - loss of three family mem.
- Angelo Soto - accident (McGriff*)
- Troy Vonada* - blockage in heart
- Jan Whitney* - hip replaced, recovery
- Richard Wilson - procedure (Webb*)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In 
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - VIctorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- ECS, GCBC and NWFSBS

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- John Broadfoot*
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Chapman Family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Bobbie Garcia*
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Eden Hatcher* - arthritis, prayers 
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Chiara Lee -surg. postponed(DiL Lee*) 
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Mary McGriff* - arthitis /  asthma
- Deloris Patton - kidneys (McGriff)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Mary Salinas* 
- Joanne Sanders-blood clot (McGriff*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Ruth Williams* 

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan Williams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air  Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable*- San Antonio, TX
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Molly Doss* - April 2021
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)
- Andrea Weekley - April 2021

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!
"Keep" Meeting - today, after  services in FH

"Teach" Meeting - today @ 5:15 in Rm 303

Confess your  trespasses to one another , and pray for  one another , that you may be healed. 
The effective, fervent prayer  of a r ighteous man avai ls much. (James 5:16)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MARCH 7

ELDERS
Rick Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ......................................................... 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

- If you are wanting correspondance 
courses, or would like to get 
involved, please see Diane Brazell!

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... John Pace 
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon .............................  Troy Spradlin 
...................................... "Living a Holy Life"
Scripture Reading .................. Mike Scott 
......................................... Malachi 3:11-18

Serving Communion:
Comments ........................... Rick Martin
Matthew Henry ................. Elliot Wilson 
Pat Mense ............................. Rick Martin 
Jake Newcomb ...................David English 
............................................. Rhett English 
Closing Prayer ........................ Jim Loftin

EVENING    
Opening Prayer ....................... Joe Taylor 
Song Director .................... Blake Hatcher 
Scripture Reading ................... Pat Mense 
...................................................  Psalm 46
Lesson ................................ Rhett English
Comments ............................ Rick Martin

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Richard Fisher 
Communion Prep ........ Bozeman Family
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Blake Hatcher 
Opening Prayer .................... Chris Davis  
Bible Class .................... Richard McCool

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................. 115
AM Worship ...................................... 134 
PM Worship ........................................ 86 
Wed. Night Bible Class ...................... 103
 Contribution .............................. $10,891

ELDER CONTACT FOR MARCH
 Primary .................................... Doug Lee 
Secondary ................................. John Pace
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