"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19
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How Do We Get the Holy Spirit?
by Troy Spradlin
The Holy Spirit, as a topic, is an extremely controversial one. Countless articles, books, and blogs have been
written, debates and entire lectureships have been dedicated to this one subject of the third being of the Godhead.
One lectureship book I own has thirty five chapters, each dealing with a separate aspect, or varying understandings
of the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Good brethren, within the church, have had numerous wranglings concerning
their points of view or questions regarding Holy Spirit baptism, the nuances of the indwelling of the Spirit, or the
"gift of the Holy Ghost." All of this simply illustrates that we don't fully understand everything there is to know about
Him (yes, the Spirit is a person, not an "it"). That being said, I do not pretend to have all the answers to all questions
on this subject, but I am certainly capable of leading one to the right passages that can provide answers.
The most recent question posed to me was this, "How (or when) do we get the
Spirit today? Is it at baptism, or when?" It's a very good question, so let's go to the
Bible for answers. Three points emerge from our search:
It is a choice. Look at passages such as Peter's admonition in Acts 2:38, "Repent,
and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." Another
passage that must be considered is, Paul's question to some disciples near Ephesus,
"Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a
Holy Spirit." (Acts19:2) Still, one more passage is necessary, "Therefore he who rejectsthisdoesnot reject man, but God, who
hasalsogiven usHisHoly Spirit. (1 Thessalonians4:8) All of these emphasize the point that we either receive or reject the
Spirit. It is a voluntary choice, He will not come to us involuntarily. This is consistent with the nature of the
Godhead - we must obey God's commands if we want His blessings (1 John 3:22); we must go to Jesus if we want the
salvation He offers (Matthew 11:28; John 14:6); and equally, we must dosomething if we want the Holy Spirit.
It is not mir acul ous. Secondly, Acts 8:14-17 clarifies some key differences in the type, or portion of what
"receiving the Spirit" means. The Samaritans had been baptized, but the Spirit hadn't yet "fallen" on them. Peter and
John then came and "laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit." This passage is showing us that the
miraculous gifts that the disciples had at their disposal (all to be used for spreading the Gospel) were only available
through the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of the apostles. W hen Jesus said, "Receive the Holy Spirit" to His
twelve Apostles after His resurrection (John 20:22), He also said they "shall receive power when the Holy Spirit hascome
upon [them]" (Acts1:8), which is what happened in Acts 2. The results of all of that is what we are seeing in Acts 8 and
in 19. Many people were being baptized everywhere, for the forgiveness of sins, and receiving the gift (of salvation)
of the Holy Spirit, but they were not all receiving miraculous gifts of the Spirit. It wasn't until the Apostles had laid
hands upon them that would receive that portion of the Spirit. So, there are two different kinds of "receiving."
It is a pr omise. Thirdly, Peter said the promise was for them, their children, and those far off (Acts 2:28) - that
would include us, 2000 years later. Since the apostles have all passed on, miraculous gifts of the Spirit are no longer
available to us, but the gift of the Spirit Himself is still available through obedience to the "plan of salvation," which
includes baptism (Romans 6:17). Furthermore, Ephesians 1:13 says we are "sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise" but remember, God isn't going to "seal" a sinner, or one who hasn't obeyed His commands.
So, how do we get the Holy Spirit today? We "get" Him when we Hear (Rom 10:17), Believe (John 3:16), Repent
(Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38); Confess (Rom 10:9; Acts 8:37); and are Baptized (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38, 22:16). He then lives
in our heart, through the W ord right along with God and Jesus (John 14:23; Eph 2:22, 3:17; 2 Tim 1:14; 1 Cor 3:16).
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Vict or y
by Casey Bearden
Victory.
That?s the word we use today and every Sunday when we acknowledge our savior?s sacrifice, but on this particular
Sunday, many years ago, Jesus showed us that defeat was never an option.
Oftentimes, we let our focus become centered on the death of Jesus. W hile that expression of grace, mercy, and
love is part of the hope we have, remember this - death was part of the plan - not just God?s, but also those who had
Him killed. W hat the religious wanted more than anything was for Jesus to go away, and by putting Him to death,
they made that happen. God simply allowed it as part of His plan to redeem man from his sins. Remember, on
Saturday, it seemed all hope had been lost. Many people before and after Jesus have died, been martyred, for a cause
they believed in. For many, the victory they thought would come through Jesus the King ended that Friday on the
cross. You see, even if Jesus died for our sins, and the story ended there, all hope is lost. Death, Sin, and Satan won.
Yet, Jesus made a promise. A promise that He would come back, He would rise again. And as we sing in one of our
devo songs, ?Heholdsthekeysof life, Our Lord. Death hasnosting, nofinal word. Our God isa God whosaves. Let God
arise!?And that?s exactly what He did. Church? It?s Sunday!
Defeat was never an option. Death and sin have no power. Jesus said in Matthew 16 that the gates of hell would
not prevail against His church, His people, or His mission, and on that Sunday, He walked out of that grave and
proved it to everyone. Hope, joy, and laughter will ensue. It has to? because He won. We won. Today, we are
victorious.
As solemn and respectful as we should be when we observe this act of victorious love, let your heart overflow with
joy, laughter, hope, and celebration. Again, we have the words of God available to help us continually remember
this occasion. Read Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, and John 20 & 21. You also might read 1 Corinthians 15:1 - 28.
And as Paul would say in verse 57 of that chapter, ?But thanksbetoGod, whogivesusour victory through our Lord, Jesus
Christ.?
It?s Sunday. Jesus has risen. God is alive.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- The revised 2021 calendar is now available. You
can download it or pick up a hard copy.
- Camp & Area W ide t-shirts will go on sale soon.
Please be prayerful of those participating and
traveling to/ from Convention this weekend.
Banquet: Saturday, April 17th @6:30 pm

- ALL YG members will be joining the
Bring-Teach-Keep class in the Fellowship Hall on
Wednesday's during April and May.
- Impr omptu SNAC: Wednesday, April 7th
- Guys bring drinks, girls bring desserts
- Guys Night: Friday, April 9th
- More details to come
- SNAC: Sunday, April 11th (More details to come)
- Ar ea W ide: Sunday, April 18th @Regency.
- New Par ent Or ientation / Par ent Meeting:
Sunday, April 25th (Times: TBD)
- Zoom Bibl e Study: Tuesday, April 27th @4 pm

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
- Bearden*/ Bird*- loss of Sherry Hardy
- Darrell Bozeman* - surgery
- Gale Broadfoot* - surgery / recovery
- Bobby Curran fam.-loss of Bobby
- Doss* family - birth of Sadie Jane!
- Louise English*& family -loss of Diane
- Zeb Hamilton* - blood clot, health
- Hamilton*/ McGriff *- loss of brother
- W illiard Harrington fam.- passing
- Pat Johnson fam.- C19 (McGriff*)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Loomis fam.-loss of George (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta -paralyzed (Nunes)
- Ina Ruth Miller family* - passing of Bill
- Jim Pitts*- hip replacement, recovery
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Grant Shields fam.-passing (L.English's)
- Lewie Joe Smith-remove kidney, TBD
- Troy Vonada* - blockage in heart
- Ron Webb-hand surgery (P.Webb's dad)
- Jan W hitney* - hip replaced, recovery
- Ruth W illiams* - tests tomorrow
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay
- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- ECS, GCBC and NW FSBS

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- Scott Brazell - tests, answers (Brazell*)
- John Broadfoot*
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Chapman Family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Bobbie Garcia*
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Margaret Hamm - (Pace*)
- Barbara Helms* - CHF, cancer
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Chiara Lee -surg. postponed(DiL Lee*)
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Mary McGriff* - arthitis / asthma
- Deloris Patton - kidneys (McGriff)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Mary Salinas*
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Ruth W illiams*
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Sandi Coppedge - (English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin*)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain cancer (English*)
- Nathan W illiams Jr. - (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Seth Crider - AF
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable*- San Antonio, TX
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - W ashington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Blisse Hatcher - October 2021
- Ruth Sullins -March 15, 2021 (Hatcher)
- Andrea Weekley - April 2021

Confess your tr espasses to one another , and pr ay for one another , that you
may be heal ed. The effective, fer vent pr ayer of a r ighteous man avail s
much. (James 5:1CHECK
6)
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, APRIL 4
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... John Pace
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
.......................... "ThisChangesEverything"
Scripture Reading ................... Rick Bird
............................ 1 Corinthians 15:12-24

Vi si t or s:

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments .............................. Joe Taylor
Stever Fulton ...................... Buzz Turner
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pat Mense .................... Dane Harrington
ADMINISTRATION
Jake Newcomb ...................David English - Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
................................................. Joe W ilson
Closing Prayer ........................ Jim Loftin
BENEVOLENCE
EVENING
Opening Prayer ........... Richard McCool
Song Director .......................... Rick Bird
Scripture Reading .................. Doug Lee
.................................. Ecclesiastes 12:9-14
Lesson ............................... Troy Spradlin
Comments ............................. Joe Taylor

STAFF

OWLS

ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ...................... Jim Loftin
Communion Prep ........ Bearden Family
PowerPoint .......................... Larry Coen

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell

EDUCATION
WEDNESDAY EVENING
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Song Director .................... Elliot W ilson
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Opening Prayer ........................ Jeff Scott
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Bible Class .................... Richard McCool - W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*
Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .........................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English

WORSHIP
WEEKLY REPORT:
- Service Rosters are available on the
Sunday Bible Class ............................. 136
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
AM W orship ...................................... 166 website (listed under "Archives")
PM W orship ...................................... 100 - If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
Wed. Night Bible Class ....................... 97
"LISTEN" devices available in the
Contribution ............................... $12,248
foyer, located in the Armoire.
- If you are wanting correspondance
ELDER CONTACT FOR APRIL
courses, or would like to get
involved, please see Diane Brazell!
Primary .................................... John Pace
Secondary .............................. Joe W Ilson <W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

