"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
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Are We Saved Without Doing Anything?
by Troy Spradlin
Paul the Apostle wrote, "For by graceyou havebeen saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it isthegift of God, not
of works, lest anyone should boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9) According to many theologians, this passage means there is
absolutely nothing you can do to earn, or win your salvation. In that strictest sense, they are absolutely correct. Since
all have trespassed the will of God (Romans 3:23), which separates us from Him (Isaiah 59:2) and results in death
(Romans 6:23), then there is nothing we can do that will put God in our debt. No matter how good of a person we
are, no matter how much good we may do, it will never be sufficient to pay the debt we owe for disobeying His
commands. God does not have to give us anything, much less forgiveness. But, He does anyway! Through His grace
and mercy, He sent Jesus to die in our place and remove the debt (John 3:16; Romans 5:8; Col 2:13-14). So, does that
mean we do not have to do anything to be saved?Is it just given without any effort from us? Let's look closer at this.
According to the context, Paul is saying that we (mankind) are "dead in trespassesand sins"
and that Christ "made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)," (V1,5). I
have heard it explained and taught that since a dead man cannot do anything for himself,
then neither can we when it comes to our salvation. There are two major problems with
that "interpretation." First, is Paul talking about literal, physically dead people here? Is he
saying that we cannot physically do anything because we are physically dead? Of course
not, that would be silly, because that would mean he is writing to dead people who would
have to do something like reading his letter! He is clearly talking to physically living people
about spiritually dead people (being "spiritually dead" means that one will not inherit
eternal life, but rather condemnation within the spiritual world, or the realm beyond this physical, earthly world - cf.
Rev 20:12-14). Secondly, everyone who teaches that doctrine will also tell you that "one must simply believe to be
saved." I wonder if they realize that a person who is actually, physically dead (meaning no brain functionality) cannot
actually dosomething like believing?Do see how nonsensical this way of thinking can get?
So, the real question is this, "Is 'doing' the same thing as 'earning'?" The answer is, "No, it is not." Obedience
r equir es an individual to do something, but it doesn't mean God ow es you anything. The Bible says one
must "obey the gospel" (2 Thes 1:8; 1 Pet 4:17) which naturally implies we must do something. In fact, when Paul
was face to face with Jesus, he asked Him directly, ?W hat shall I do, Lord?? Jesus did not respond by saying, ?Do?
There is nothing to do.? Instead, He said there were, indeed, things ?to do? (Acts 22:10). The same Paul was later
asked by the Philippian jailer, ?W hat must I doto be saved??Paul told him what he must ?do?- ?believeon theLord Jesus
Christ?and he was also baptized (Acts 16:31-33). Scripture is replete with instructions of things to do in order to be
saved: hear (Luke 8:21), believe (John 8:24), repent (Luke 13:3), confess (Rom 10:9), be baptized (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet
3:21), and live faithfully (Rev 2:10)! God gives sal vation to al l of mank ind fr eel y, but that doesn't mean
ther e's nothing to do to r eceive it. On the contrary, if we don't do something (obedience) we won't receive it!
I often equate the Plan of Salvation with the analogy of opening a safe. We all know how to open a safe, if you
want to retrieve what is inside: turn left so much, right so much, rotate the handle, open the door and retrieve the
contents. If someone says, "I'm giving you what is inside that safe" and you do nothing, will you be able to retrieve
what is inside? If you only do the first step (turn left only) will you be able to open the safe?No, you will not. Now, if
you do the steps to open it, did you earn the contents or simply do something to receive the gift? Salvation is the
same. You have to do something and you have to do ALL the somethings (obey) in order to obtain God's free gift.
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Liqu id Com passion
by SteveCummings
The Psalmist said, "Thosewhosow in tearsshall reap in joy. Hewhocontinually goesforth weeping, bearing seed for sowing, shall
doubtlesscomeagain with rejoicing." (126:5-6). Sadly, many churches today will shed more tears over a lost sporting event than a
lost soul. Many of us get more involved when the roof of the church building begins to leak (even call a workday), than when
a brother or sister is missing in action. It ought to be a natural thing for Christians to weep over a lost world and brother or
sister who has fallen away. I believe that if there is one thing that pierces the Lord's heart with unutterable grief, it is not the
world's iniquity, it is the church's indifference.
The modern-day church may be filled with technology but is often void of tears. Christ-like compassion might be the
missing jewel in the crown of pure New Testament Christianity today. Matthew 9:36-38 says, "When Hesaw thecrowds, Hehad
compassion of them becausethey wereharassed and helpless, likea sheep without a shepherd. Then Hesaid toHisdisciples, 'Theharvest is
plentiful, but thelaborersarefew. Ask theLord of theharvest, therefore, tosend out workersintotheharvest field.'"
People often go blind due to the fact that their tear ducts dry up. This should make us ask the question as to whether the
church's spiritual tear ducts have dried up. Have we gone spiritually blind and worldly focused because our spiritual tear ducts
have dried up?Soul winning is not just a matter of the head, but of the heart. Sometimes it's the weeping that motivates the
working. May we all strive for a little more liquid compassion in our lives.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Bl essing Bag Pr oject, Dinner , & Devo:
Wednesday, May 26 @5 pm in the Fellowship
Hall (Dinner will be provided. Guys bring drinks,
girls bring desserts)
- Summer Myster y Tr ip Br iefing: June 6 @5 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. PARENTS ONLY!
- Summer Kick -Off / Thr ow back SNAC: June 6
(12 - 4 pm @Skateland; more details to come)
- GO Days: June 21st / 28th & July 12th

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Joe Bartell* - recovery / rehab
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Lola Burnham*-recovery
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Joey Cook* - hospitalized, ICU
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- Bobbie Garcia* - broke hip, recovery
- Gale and John Broadfoot*
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic - Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Billy Helms* - recovery, health
- W inston Burnham*
- Amya Huey* - new sister in Christ!
- Chapman Family*
- Shantavia Hunt - tests results (Jeanna*) - Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Cindy Marotta -paralyzed (Nunes)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Peter Machon - test, tumor (Torpey*)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Mary McGriff* - recovery, pain
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery - Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Karen Parker- recovery (Spradlin*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Ruth Phillips* - fell, @home recovering - Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Rebecca Shanahan* - immigration issues - Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*) - Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Kenneth W arhurst - critical (Burnham*) - Chiara Lee -surg. postponed (DiL Lee*)
- Sharon Webb-rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Ruth W illiams-halo procedure, recovery - Jim Pitts*- health
- Jan W hitney* - hip replaced, recovery
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Mary Salinas*
- Bobbie Garcia* - Pruitt House
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain (Blisse)
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Troy Vonada*
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Ruth W illiams*
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
Students in Col l ege
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Haley Bartell
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
Mission W or k s
- Stephen English
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Kyle Harter
- The church in Paraguay
- Emily Lipford
- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Jack Webb
- ECS, GCBC and NW FSBS
- Nick Webb

Confess your tr espasses to one another , and pr ay for one
another , that you may be heal ed. The effective, fer vent pr ayer
of a r ighteous man avail s much. (James 5:16)

Cancer
- Melissa Barker - (Bingham* sister)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)sh*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
Mil itar y
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - W ashington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,
#11
Lesson

!

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, MAY 23
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Doug Lee
Song Director ..................... Paul Lipford
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
................ "TheGospel of Nebuchadnezzar"
Scripture Reading ............. Steve Fulton
............................... Daniel 4:1-3, & 34-37

Vi si t or s:

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Blisse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 423-356-0977
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Serving Communion:
Comments ......................... Phillip Webb
Eli W hitney ......................... Greg Lewis
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Blake Hatcher ............. Roger Tonnesson
ADMINISTRATION
Joe Taylor .......................... Brody Crider
Deadline
for all bulletin items is
............................................. Elliot W ilson
Thursday, by noon.
Closing Prayer ........................ Jim Loftin
BENEVOLENCE
EVENING
Opening Prayer .................... Greg Lewis
Song Director .......................... Rick Bird
Scripture Reading ............... Ted Russell
........................................... Luke 22:14-23
Lesson ............................... Troy Spradlin
Comments .......................... Phillip Webb

STAFF

OWLS

ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Blake Hatcher
Communion Prep ...... D.English Family
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*
Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin

WEDNESDAY EVENING
EDUCATION
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler - Adult and Children Bible classes
Opening Prayer ................... Bob Locklin available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Bible Class .................... Richard McCool
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
F. Hall Bible Class .......... Casey Bearden
WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 136
AM W orship ..................................... 167
PM W orship ...................................... 121
Wed. Night Bible Class ....................... 96
Contribution ............................ $9,472.00
ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
Primary .................................. Joe W ilson
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire.
- If you are wanting correspondance
courses, or would like to get
involved, please see Diane Brazell!
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS .......................................................
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

